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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


THE PRESIDENT OF THE IAAS has refuted the sug- 
gestion that the Association’s action in forming the British 
Architectural Guild was an endeavour on its part to out- 


maneeuvre the RIBA, and reasserting 


that 


anareel 


» Milne — 
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the IAAS 


was guided in its action solely by a sincere desire to be of 


service to the architectural profession generally. 


p. 706 


THE NATIONAL JOINT COUNCIL FOR THE BUILD- 
ING INDUSTRY has decided to make an increase of 
13d. an hour for craftsmen and labourers with effect from 

p. 707 


THE ESTABLISHMENT of a corporation similar in 
structure to the Industrial and Commercial Finance Corpora- 
tion whereby provision could be made for factory buildings 
to be supplied on an engineering basis, was suggested by 
Mr. Hervey Rhodes, MP, in the debate on the Budget 
proposals on April 12. 


THE SETTING UP of a Historic Buildings Bureau which 
could assist a committee of the Historic Buildings Council 
to find uses for important historic buildings, was announced 


May 24 next. 


by Sir David Eccles on April 14. 


p. 730 


p. 731 


THE LMBA have issued a revised edition of the memorandum 
on public liability (or third party) insurance that was pre- 
pared by a committee on the Association in 1949 and issued 


in 1950. The text of the memorandum is given on 


p. 733 


THE BIRMINGHAM CITY COUNCIL, at its meeting 
on April 13, decided to open its own department for building 


municipal houses by direct labour. 
will be under the control of the house building committee. p.736 


The new department 


EMPLOYMENT OF ARCHITECTS 


REPORT* has been published by the Metropolitan 

Boroughs’ (Organisation and Methods) Committee, 
summarised in our columns last week, which discusses the 
advantages and disadvantages of the employment by local 
authorities of private practising architects or architectural 
staff on housing schemes and other types of buildings. 

Timely as is the appearance of such a document in a period 
when so many new departments are being formed and others 
considerably enlarged, the report leaves the impression that it is 
weighted very considerably on the side of the official architect, 
and that many of the statements made in favour of the official 
architects could equally apply to the private architect, while 
the latter, if he accepted many of the statements made, would 
certainly feel inferior to his official brother. There is no doubt 
that the report is honestly trying to put a balanced case, but it 
appears to be somewhat one-sided, although it states that 
information and opinions were furnished by chief officers of 
councils, private architects and a number of professional 
bodies. Put in a nutshell, the report is in favour of 
employing an official architect’s department, but thinks the 
private architect might be used in special cases and on occa- 
sions when the work of the council is too much for its own 
staff to undertake. It appears to assume that there will 
always be private architects who are waiting to accept the 
crumbs which fall from the official architects’ table. How is 
it supposed that the private architect will fill his time in 
between receiving these crumbs, since architects cannot 
live and thrive without patrons? The work of councils 
and Ministries is now on a very wide scale, taking in housing, 
schools, hospitals, civic centres, tenement factories, shops, 
offices, embassies, post offices, telephone exchanges, civic 
restaurants, etc. 

The report suggests that councils should balance their 
staffs to enable them to do the work which can be foreseen, 
and any excess of work should be farmed out, but it is obvious 
that this system of using the private architect only when there 
happens to be an excess of jobs cannot work ; there must be 
much more generosity displayed if both official and private 
architects are to continue in being. It will therefore be 
necessary for those councils who are setting up architectural, 
engineering and surveying departments (and for those who 
are enlarging them) to apportion the work so that instead of 
setting up a team for all the foreseeable work they must 
prepare for only a portion of this work, and give out the rest 
to ensure that there will always be architects able to accept 
these commissions. This policy must operate through slack’ 
as well as busy periods. As is stated in the report, “the 
employment of several consultant architects is more likely 
to produce greater variety of design and experiment with new 
materials and methods of construction,” and it may be 
necessary to have this leaven if we are to have imaginative 
architecture. 

No doubt the 188 paragraphs which make up the report 
could be argued one by one with varying degrees of heat. 
For instance, is it really true that greater flexibility in planning 
is obtained where councils employ their own architectural 


*“ Architectural Services.’? A report prepared by the Metropolitan Boroughs’ 
(Organisation and Methods) Committee. A limited number of copies available 
from G. R. Coyne, AIMTA, Westminster City Hall, WC2; price 15s. 
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staff? Do responsible private architects really fail to produce 
adequate progress reports and are these reports when received 
actually the vague documents which the report claims ? How 
many private architects also fail to concern themselves with 
the problems of future maintenance as the report suggests ? 
It may be true that the council staffs have to “ live with their 
failures until they resign,” but is it not true also that private 
architects carry their responsibilities until they die, since they 
cannot resign ? 

The report states that the council staff can usually design 
a scheme at a construction cost which is in line with the 
Ministry, whereas some private architects have had difficulty 
in reducing their ideas to a sufficiently economic level ; that 
the council staff tend to maintain a stricter control of con- 
struction and settle quickly the problems arising ; and that 
some councils are less willing to require alterations to the work 
of private architects because the cost in additional fees is 
more readily apparent than the additional salary cost. These 
and other statements which might tend to raise misgivings 
in the mind of the reader about the private architect’s quali- 
fications for local authority work need careful examination, 
and it seems unlikely that they will be accepted without 
factual substantiation. 

It will be generally acknowledged that councils do exercise 
control over the work of their own architectural staff to an 
extent which is not possible in the case of private architects 
carrying out commissions for local authorities, but when it is 
put forward as an argument in favour of departmental archi- 
tecture that “‘ full democratic control over each scheme is 
assured,” is it not time to ask whether the best architecture 
can ever be produced under such conditions? The report 
reminds us that “architecture is part science and part art,” 
but do we really expect to see great works of art produced 
by architects working within a system in which “ Councils 
have the same control over the design and construction of new 
properties by their own architectural staff as over the work of 
any other staff ” ? 

On the all-important question of the relative costs of 
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architects’ fees and staff salaries, the report expresses th 
opinion that the cost of architectural staff is no more, ang 
usually less, than the fees payable to a private architect fo; 
similar work, but it goes on to state that “ the factual informa. 
tion available for detailed comparison was small.” It seem, 
a pity that such a statement should be made without the 
fullest information, as this is a matter which very much 
concerns the general public as well as the councils, and it js 
high time that a reliable and factual statement was prepared 
on this issue. In comparing the cost of fees with staf 
salaries, however, it seems a little unfair to the private archj. 
tect’s case that “ no provision is made in this comparison for 
accommodation ” on the grounds that “ it is unlikely that the 
elimination of the architectural section would result in any 
reduction of expenditure on accommodation ”—this at 3 
time when authorities are continually renting property to 
house additional staffs ! 

The system of architectural competitions also comg 
under the Committee’s scrutiny, and although competitions 
are not ruled out, it is suggested that they are chiefly attractive 
to the young unestablished architect who, in many cases, is 
found to have insufficient experience to supervise the con. 
struction of the building he designs. It then goes on to say— 
rather oddly—that for this reason, only buildings of major 
public significance should be the subject of competition, 
Many of our eminent architects owe their professional start 
to the competition system, and there is a good deal more to 
say on this subject than the rather off-hand conclusion 
reached in the report seems to indicate. 

There is much in this report to provoke thought and it is 
probable that both private and official architects alike wil 
have many opinions about it. The report raises an issue of 
private and official spheres of practice which not only affects 
the profession and the young men entering it but in its rami- 
fications may well have a profound influence on the future of 
our national architecture. For that reason it should be read 
critically and dispassionately by all thinking architects both 
official and private. 








































NOTES & NEWS 


SALARIED ARCHITECTS 


HE PRESIDENT IAAS has issued 
a statement, following comments 
appearing in the Press “ which suggest 
that the Incorporated Association is 
brought into opposition with the RIBA 
through the refusal of the Royal Institute 
to support the British Architectural 
Guild.”’ 'The statement continues : ‘The 
IAAS desires to make it clear that its 
only relation to the Guild is that it served 
as an instrument in its formation. Once 
founded, the Guild was, and is, an 
entirely independent body, autonomous 
and responsible for its own future. The 
IAAS deplores that its completely dis- 
interested part in the founding of the 
Guild should be misinterpreted as an 
endeavour on the part of the IAAS to 
out-manoeuvre the Royal Institute. 
‘The IAAS has been actuated through- 
out in this matter, as incontrovertible 
evidence shows, by a sincere desire to be 
of service to the architectural profession 
generally, and whatever may be the 
future of the British Architectural Guild 
the IAAS believes that the creation of an 
exclusive protective body for salaried 
architects which this section of the pro- 
fession could accept or reject at will was 
completely justified in the circumstances 
obtaining.” 








NEW TEACHERS’ TRAINING COLLEGE, MALTA. An aerial view of 
the new Teachers’ Training College which will be opened by the Queen on May 4. 
The building will house 120 teachers under training, plus a section of the staff. 
The U-shaped block is the hostel and the projecting portion contains the lecture 


rooms, laboratories and library. 
MBE, BSc, BE&A and R. de Giorgio, BEGA. 
in Malta stone, with Smith hollow-tile floors. 


The architects are Messrs. A. S. Mortimer, Gi 

The building is entirely ; 
The college is financed and will be 
administered by the Sacred Heart nuns. 
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It is understood that the British 
Architectural Guild will consider the 
RIBA’s official statement (reproduced in 
our last issue) at their next Council 
meeting, after which a statement will be 
issued for publication. 


IAAS LUNCHEON 

THe London and Home Counties’ 
branch of the Incorporated Association of 
Architects and Surveyors is holding, on 
May 14, the first of what is hoped will 
prove a series of ‘‘members only” 
luncheons at the Connaught Rooms. Mem- 
bers wishing to attend should write to the 
chairman of the luncheon, Mr. F. J. 
Meekins, FIAS, FIArb, 20, Balcombe- 
street, Dorset-square, St. Marylebone, 
London. 


BUILDING WAGE DECISION 


AT A MEETING of the National Joint 
Council for the Building Industry, held 
in London on Tuesday, consideration was 
given to the wage claim submitted by the 
building unions. After a retirement 
following a discussion of the situation the 
NJC decided to make an increase of 14d. 
an hour for craftsmen and labourers with 
effect from May 24 next. This increase, 
amounting to 5s. 6d. for a 44-hour week 
is in addition to the 1d. per hour granted 
in February last to craftsmen and labourers 
under the cost of living sliding scale 
agreement. 

Mr. G. W. Grosvenor, president of 
the National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers, commenting on the 
situation afterwards, said that the 
employers’ attitude in the matter had 
regard to such considerations as a settle- 
ment reached with or without recourse to 
arbitration in other industries ; the desire 
of both sides to ensure that as far as 
possible differences of opinion should be 
settled by the NJC itself; and the reports 
that there had been some increase in 
output during 1953. 

The employers felt, he added, that both 
sides should meet at an early date to 
consider ways and means of ensuring that 
the increase of output during 1954 was 
at least sufficient as compared with 1953 
to compensate for the extra wages of 24d. 
per hour. It seemed clear that unless the 
rate of output should be so increased, the 
reluctance of building owners to put work 
in hand would be such that there. would be 
a real risk of unemployment. 


TREE FELLING IN ROYAL PARKS 


THE RECENT FELLING of a number of elm 
trees in Hyde Park has aroused widespread 
anxiety, and on April 13, in the House of 
Commons, Mr. Hugh Fraser asked the 
Minister of Works wnat further steps he 
proposed to take in connection with the 
felling and planting of trees in the Royal 
Parks. 

Sir David Eccles replied: ‘‘ As I told 
the Hon. Member last July, before starting 
to fell and replant trees in Kensington 
Gardens I was taking expert advice and as 
I said on January 26, I obtained advice 
from Kew, Oxford and Edinburgh, as 
well as my own expert staff. Further 
decisions on trees in the Royal Parks will 
be required. I am satisfied that this 
Important matter must be constantly 
Studied. 'The advice of experts will be 
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more frequently needed and I am anxious 
to ensure continuity of policy. I have, 
therefore, appointed a standing committee 
to advise me on policy and on special 
problems of felling and planting.” 

The following will constitute the com- 
mittee: Chairman, Sir William Taylor ; 
members: Mr. R. C. B. Gardner, Lord 
Hurcomb, Mr. A. D. C. Le Sueur, 
Mr. J. Macdonald and Sir Edward 
Salisbury. 


NORWICH CATHEDRAL 


RESTORATION work on _ Norwich 
Cathedral to cost £6,000 must be put in 
hand without delay, Mr. S. E. Dykes 
Bower, FRIBA, the architect in charge, 
has informed the committee responsible 
for raising funds for the preservation of 
the building. 

In a report to the Friends of Norwich 
Cathedral, the Dean states that the sum of 
£5,000, originally considered to be suffi- 
cient to meet the cost of restoring the roofs, 
must now be multiplied perhaps as much 
as five times. 

The position had been made more 
favourable by a benefaction from the 
Pilgrim Trust and there was now good 
hope of being able to tackle the whole of 
the programme with the exception of the 
external stonework. No one knew how 
much this last item might involve, but 
the architect had suggested that £55,000 
might be “‘ a reasonable cost.” 


CARE OF CHURCHES 


Dr. W. A. SINGLETON, director of the 
York Institute of Architectural Study, 
is to address the clergy and churchwardens 
of the Archdeaconry of* York on the care 
of the fabric of churches on May 10. 
The lecture has been arranged in con- 
junction with the Archdeacon of York, 
the Ven. G. F. Townley, and if successful 
it is hoped to extend the idea to dioceses 
throughout the country. 


PICCADILLY RESTORATION 


RESTORATION of St. James’s Church, 
Piccadilly, is almost complete : the service 
of re-dedication is to be conducted by the 
Bishop of London on June 19. Work on 
the tower will not be finished, but the 
Wren church will be in full use for the 
first time since it was bombed in October, 
1940. Under Professor A. E. Richardson, 
RA, FRIBA, its renaissance has been 
under way for six years. 








COMING EVENTS 


TUESDAY, APRIL 27 
SOCIETY FOR CULTURAL RELATIONS WITH THE USSR. 
—‘Historical Survey of Russian Architecture,’’ by 
Mr. B. Lubetkin. 14, Kensington-square, W8. 7.30 p.m. 
ASSOCIATION OF RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL SURVEYORS. 
—Conference and annual meeting. Public Library, 
Vernon-road, Scarborough. 10.15 a.m. 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 28 


AA.—‘ Architect, Sculptor and Client,’’ by Mr. 
Louis Osman, FRIBA; 34, Bedford-square, WC1. 


8p.m 
THURSDAY, APRIL 29 

SocrETy OF CHEMICAL INDUSTRY.—AGM followed 
by lecture on ‘Control of Sound in Buildings— 
Requirements, Materials and Methods,’”’ by Mr H. J. 
Purkis. 11, Upper Belgrave-street, SW1. 6 p.m. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 30 

RoyaL ACADEMY OF ARTS.—Private view of Summer 
Exhibition. Burlington House, W1. 10 a.m. (Open to 
public on Saturday, May 1). 

INSTITUTE OF HouSING.—Week-end discussion school. 
Guinness Trust Holiday Home, Newhaven. Continuing 
until May 2. 
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The new effect of the interior is one of 
spaciousness, with pews for 650 and extra 
seating for up to about 300 more. Wood- 
work is in fine oak of a deepened shade : 
bluish-grey walls rise to a ceiling of egg- 
shell blue adorned with gold leaf, and 
the furnishings are of rich red. 

The great organ, originally in the 
chapel of old Whitehall-place, is restored 
to its original place in the West gallery. 


SWINTON SCHOOL 


PROFESSOR RoBertT H. MatTHEw, CBE, 
ARIBA, Professor of Architecture at 
Edinburgh University, is to design the 
new Swinton secondary modern school, 
near Mexborough, for the West Riding 
County Council. The school is planned 
to accommodate up to 700 children, and 
is estimated to cost £135,000. 


NEW EDITOR 


A LIVELY assortment of articles, reports 
and new items are featured in the latest 
edition of the journal of the Bristol and 
Somerset Society of Architects. The 
announcement is made in this issue of 
the appointment of a new editor of the 
journal, Mr. Robert Forman, FRSA, 
who succeeds Mr. Lance Wright, ARIBA. 

Commenting on the appointment, Mr. 
J. Nelson Meredith, FRIBA, president 
of the Society, says that Mr. Forman’s 
experience as an author of books on 
architecture and decoration and as a 
designer and consultant in the field of 
decoration will stand him in good stead 
in this new job. 


APPOINTMENT OPEN 


THE City oF BELFAST invite applica- 
tions by May 15 for the post of Education 
Architect (to succeed Mr. R. S. Wilshere, 
who is to retire shortly). Salary scale: 
£1,600 x £105—£1,810 x £55 — £1,865 
per annum. The commencing salary may 
be fixed at a salary higher than the mini- 
mum in exceptional circumstances. Details 
advertised elsewhere. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Mr. THOMAS MITCHELL, BSC, ARIBA, of 20, 
Bedford-square, WC1, has taken into partnership 
Mr. Eric CoLe, ARIBA, who has been a member of 
his staff for several years. The name and address of 
the firm remains unchanged. 

MEssrs. MURDOCH AND HUMPHREY, quantity surveyors, 
of Conway Chambers, 130, Lordship-lane, London, 
SE22, have moved to 129, Balham High-road, SW12 
(tel.: Balham 2431/2), at which address they will be 
pleased to receive trade information. 

Mr. CLARENCE E. SMART, FIQS, quantity surveyor, 
of London and Peterborough, has taken into partnership 
Mr. GEORGE C. WINTON, FIQS. ‘The firm will in 
future practise under the style of MESSRS. CLARENCE E. 
SMART AND PARTNERS, 42, Theobalds-road, London, 
WC1 (Tel.: Holborn 2972), and also at Lloyds Bank 
Chambers, Cathedral Gateway, Peterborough (Tel. : 
Peterborough 3625). 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1854 
Saturday, April 22, 1854 

Muixitrary CAMP, OR TRAINING GROUND. 
—The authorities at the War-office, 
having obtained a grant from Parliament 
of 100,000/. for land for occupation by 
the army, have bought about 4,000 acres 
of land at Aldershot, Farnham, and Ash, 
in Hampshire and Surrey, about 35 miles 
from London. ... The nearest railway 
stations from London will be the South- 
Eastern and South-Western, both at Ash, 
and within a mile of the ground. It is 
intended to encamp the militia on it 
shortly. Parties are already building and 
speculating on the improved value of the 
land in the locality. 




















































































BOOKS 


«+ Books reviewed in these columns 
may be obtained on application to the 
Book Dept., “The Builder,’ 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, WC2. Cash (which 
Should include 1s. to cover postage and 
packing) should accompany the order. 





SACRED EpiFice. By John Gloag. (Lon- 
don: Cassell and Co., Ltd.) Price 8s. 6d. 


OOD novels with a theme of architec- 
tural interest are comparatively few. 
One of the best ever written is John Meade 
Falkner’s “The Nebuly Coat,” a mystery 
story having as its chief point of interest a 
great medieval building, ‘Cullerne Min- 
ster,” the tower of which, at the climax of 
the story, crashes down into the market 
place. 

Another good novel with a somewhat 
similar theme is Mr. John Gloag’s “ Sacred 
Edifice ” which, first published in 1937, has 
just been reissued. In this case the building 
dominating the story is the imaginary Cathe- 
dral Church of St. Peter at Brell. set some- 
where in Wiltshire. The difference about the 
disasters overtaking the two buildings is that 
the tower of Cullerne collapses through the 
weakness of the supporting piers and arches, 
while the tower and trancepts of Brell came 
down as the after effect of a bomb dropped 
on the Cathedral from a Zeppelin during the 
1914-18 war. There is, of course, no other 
resemblance between the two books. 

One of the chief characters in the story 
is a sentimental American millionaire car 
manufacturer, Jacob Drune, who is capti- 
vated by the old-world charm of Brell and 
gives a million pounds for the restoration 
of the cathedral. The question arises whether 
it shall be restored in conventional Gothic 
or in the modern functional style. 

Through the joint activities of the editor 
of an architectural weekly, one Martin Pur- 
fleet (a rather undesirable person, one regrets 
to note), and a young avant-garde architect, 
Quiller Tompion, it is decided to hold a 
competition for the restoration, with an in- 
ternational jury of assessors, who award first 
place to Tompion’s very modern design. 
Tompion is rather out of favour with the 
Dean for having said that “a church is a 
machine for praying in,” but he is a deter- 
mined young man with convictions, and he 
restores the cathedral in glass, steel and re- 
inforced concrete, with a spire seven hundred 
feet high. On the face of it this would seem 
to be a rather considerable act of vandalism, 
but Mr. Gloag describes the new work in 
such glowing terms that one can hardly help 
feeling it was the right thing to do. 

Mr. Basil Spence contributes a foreword 
to the novel, in which he writes: “ Coventry 
Cathedral was bombed in the last war and 
to me, as the architect of the new cathedral, 
it was exciting to read this book and to dis- 
cover how exact the author’s prophecy was, 
although made nearly 20 years ago... the 
reactions of the public, of the technical Press, 
and of the clergy are astonishingly predicted 
in this story.” The cases are certainly 
similar but by no means parallel, for where- 
as at Brell Quiller Tompion inserted rein- 
forced concrete transepts and tower between 
the existing Gothic nave and chancel, Mr. 
Spence at Coventry has designed an entirely 
new cathedral. 

Mr. Gloag has an intimate knowledge of 
architecture—historic and contemporary— 
and of the ways of the architectural pro- 
fession, which he uses very adroitly in this 
book. (His only lapse (p. 215) is to make 
the Dean send Drune “ blue-prints ” of Tom- 
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pion’s plans for the new work; “ Holler” 
(p. 80) is an obvious misprint for ‘‘ Hollar,”’) 

Though the restoration of the cathedral is 
the main interest of the story there are 
several diverting (as well as disturbing) side 
issues, including the efforts of the American 
millionaire to avoid the attentions of the Press 
disguised as a garage mechanic; the domestic 
and emotional problems of the Dean’s 
daughter, Margaret, who is married to the 
amoral Purfleet; and the activities, ironically 
recorded, of certain commercial undertak- 
ings that seek to exploit the popular interest 
in Brell aroused by its unconventionally 
restored cathedral. The book ends rather 
abruptly with the threat of Hitler’s war, 
and an epilogue pictures the tentative emerg- 
ence of a new civilization in a far distant 
post-machine age. 

This very well-written story should appeal 
specially to architects who, in buying the 
book, will have the satisfaction of contribut- 
ing to the Coventry Cathedral Reconstruc- 
tion Fund, to which the author is generously 
giving half his profit on sales. 


A DICTIONARY OF ENGLISH DOMESTIC 
ARCHITECTURE. By A. L. Osborne, FRIBA. 
(London: Country Life, Ltd.) Price 21s. 


Tuis is a book which more than fulfils its 
title, for many of the terms included apply 
equally to other branches of architecture. 
Besides the definitions of purely technical 
terms there are many short essays on archi- 
tectural history and styles. The book in- 
cludes upwards of 200 pen-and-ink drawings 
by the author, most of them derived from 
actual buildings and all admirably explicit. 
Mr. Osborne is to be congratulated on pro- 
ducing a most useful work of reference, 
appealing as much to the serious student as 
to the amateur of architecture. 

G. J. H. 


OBITUARY 


Norman Kennedy 


THE DEATH, over Easter week-end, as 
a result of a motoring accident in Dorset, 
is reported of Mr. Norman Kennedy. Mr. 
Kennedy was a member of the executive 
council of the Amalgamated Society of 
Woodworkers, and had been president of 
the London regional council of the NFBTO. 
He joined the Communist Party in 1931 
and was suspended from his ASW duties 
in 1949 after outspoken criticism of the 
expenditure on conversion of Clarence 
House. He severed connection with the 
Communist Party in 1951 and launched 
biting attacks on Communist methods at 
subsequent TUC Congresses. He was 45. 

Building trades unionism loses a great 
character by the death of Norman Kennedy 
(writes I.M.L.). Born in Dundee and brought 
up under hard conditions, a passionate sense 
of justice and a desire to see the quicker 
spread of equal opportunity led him as a 
young man into the Communist ranks, 
though he seldom toed the party line. 
Indeed, his independence of mind and lively 
sense of humour quite unfitted him for his 
adopted creed, and it came as no surprise 
when in 1951 he left the party. Following 
his outburst against the cost of the Clarence 
House repair work, he spent some years 
in the wilderness, returning in 1952 as secre- 
tary of the ASW London area. An im- 
pressive orator and a witty and engaging 
conversationalist, Kennedy was at heart a 
simple and generous man who will be missed 
by others than those who shared his political 
and trade union beliefs. Unmarried, he 
leaves a mother to whom he was travelling 
when the accident occurred. 
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“‘_and after turning down 
the Cathedral, I don’t give 


much for our chances in this 
life either !”’ 











CORRESPONDENCE 


MANAGEMENT IN BUILDING 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,— “‘ Nimrod ”’ has set out in admir- 
able fashion the case for (although 
he does not use the phrase) ‘‘ a National 
Institute of Building Technology affiliated 
to the British Institute of Management 
and to any other National Institutions: or 
Learned Societies devoted to the achieve- 
ment of its objectives.’? Perhaps if he 
had described the need in these words he 
would have gone further and prepared’a 
case for reorganisation of the Institute of 
Builders. 


After all, if it is possible to breathe 
real purposeful life into that body then, 
rather than leave it to perish, surely it 
would be better to use whatever is good in 
it to serve the wider and more vital 
function. 


The British Institute of Management, 
admirable in its aims and objects, can 
only serve its limited purpose. A proper 
National Institute of Building Technology 
would cover the wider field outlined by 
‘* Nimrod.” “AMIIA.” 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—The proposals put forward by 

“Nimrod ”’ should be studied care- 

fully by all who have an interest in the 
efficiency of the building trade. 


‘‘Nimrod”’ suggests that the RIBA, RICS 
and NFBTE are not suitable bodies to 
sponsor and guide the management prob- 
lems, which is not surprising in view of 
their various sectional interests. 

An independent examination of building 
procedure and management is imperative, 
and it is to be hoped that the suggestions 
made by the chairman of the British 
Institute of Management will be put in 
hand as soon as possible. 

JoHN ALLAN. ° 
Glasgow. ‘ 
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The Dining Room. 


Culzean Castle, Maybole, Ayrshire 


Recent Work of Redecoration 


ULZEAN Castle was designed for 
the 10th Earl of Cassillis by Robert 
Adam. Building took about 20 years 
and was completed in 1792, the year in 
which the owner and the architect died. 
This site, on a cliff top overlooking Croy 
Bay and the Firth of Clyde, has been the 
home of the Kennedy family since the late 
fifteenth century. Part of an earlier castle 
was incorporated in the present building. 
At Culzean, as in much of his other 
work, Adam designed every detail of the 
interior, from colour schemes and furnish- 
ings to door handles and fire irons. He 
was also responsible for the layout of the 
formal garden, and designed the archways 
and bridges on the approaches to the castle. 


DESIGNS FOR CEILINGS 


About 40 of the original Adam drawings 
for Culzean are preserved in a collection 
at the Sir John Soane Museum in London. 
This collection includes a number of 
designs for the plaster ceilings which have 
just been restored, by the National Trust 
for Scotland, to their full colours after 
lying for many years under plain white 
paint. In a reference to another of his 
buildings Adam recorded his ideas on the 
effect of adding colour to ceilings—‘‘ The 
grounds of the panels and friezes are 
coloured with light tints of pink and green 
so as to take off the glare of white so 
common in every ceiling till of late. 
This always appeared to me so cold and 
unfinished that I ventured to introduce 
this variety of grounds, at once to relieve 
the ornaments, remove the crudeness of 
the white, and create a harmony between 
the ceiling and the side walls with their 

angings, pictures and other decorations.”’ 
Probably the two most notable ceilings at 


Culzean are those in the Round Drawing 
Room and the Long Drawing Room. 
The ceilings at Culzean were put up 
to Robert Adam’s designs, by James 
Riddoch, a local plasterer from Maybole. 
At the end of the last century Riddoch’s 
firm was taken over by another local 
tradesman, John Kerr. At present 
William Kerr is the sole partner of this 
firm and he carried out some repairs to 
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the ceiling of the Dining Room during 
the recent restoration work. Some of the 
original moulds for the Culzean ceilings 
are preserved at Mr. Kerr’s workshop. 
Another local tradesman, J. A. Colquhoun 
of Maybole, was employed by the Trust 
for the redecoration of Culzean. Although 
Adam’s original drawings still exist they 
give no definite guide to the colours 
finally adopted for the ceilings. Mr. 
Colquhoun had to remove carefully 
layers of white paint to determine the 
colours underneath before repainting the 
ceilings. The Trust’s architect, Mr. W. S. 
Scott of Ian G. Lindsay and Partners, 
Edinburgh, and Mr. Adams of the Ancient 
Monuments Department of the Ministry 
of Works gave advice on the colours to be 
used. Joinery repairs during the renova- 
tion were also carried out by a Maybole 
firm, J. D. Thomson and Son, successors 
to the very old joiners’ business which 
operated under the name of David 
Watret. 

A grant of £ 1,000 has been made to tke 
Trust by the recently established Historic 
Buildings Council towards the cost of 
this work at Culzean. The total cost will 
be in the region of £1,500. This re- 
decoration has made possible a complete 
rearrangement of the furniture and the 
collection of family portraits in the 
Castle. Little of the original furniture 
now remains at Culzean and the Trust 
would welcome gifts or long-term loans 
of suitable pieces for display. Culzean 
Castle was presented to the National Trust 
for Scotland in 1945 by the 5th Marquis 
of Ailsa. The west wing of the castle is 
retained for family use, and the top flat 
is reserved by the Trust to be placed at 
the disposal of the distinguished person- 
alities whom the Scottish people may wish 
to honour. President Eisenhower accepted 
a life tenancy of these apartments in 1945. 


The Long Drawing Room. 
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View from the south. Below : View from the east. 


SWIMMING POOL AND GYMNASIUM AT HIGHGATE SCHOOL 


Architects 


OSWALD P. MILNE & A. UNDERHILL, FF.RIBA 


Quantity Surveyors 


VEALE & SANDERS, FF.RICS 


IGHGATE SCHOOL, founded 

in 1565 by Sir Roger Cholmeley, 
has, in the last few decades, 
grown both in importance and in 
numbers of pupils. Before the 
war a new junior school and 
boarding house were built. The old 
junior school building which stood 
upon a steeply-sloping hillside, was 
destined to become much-needed 
changing rooms. It then seemed 
advisable to plan the proposed 
swimming bath and gymnasium 
near by. By planning the gym- 
nasium at right angles to one corner 
of the existing building and con- 
necting it to the changing rooms by 
a covered porch, a sheltered sun- 
trap opening to the south was 
formed as the site for the swimming 
bath. 

The steep slope of the ground 
entailed considerable _ levelling 
around the bath, but at the same 
time the natural fall was made to 


Builders 
H. FAIRWEATHER & SONS, LTD. 
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contribute to the scheme. The 
bottom of the bath sloping to its 
deep end could be laid virtually at 
ground level and at the far end 
under the gymnasium could be 
found accommodation for the boiler 
house and for the filtration plant 
without undue excavation. The 
platform around the bath was 
brought up to the gymnasium floor 
level so that large doors from this 
could open out on to it. 


The concrete swimming bath was 
constructed just before the war but, 
owing to this and the eventual 
restrictions on building, several 
years elapsed before the scheme 
was completed by the building of 
the gymnasium. This has lately 
been constructed. It is built of 
brick in character with the old 
junior school building but in a 
contemporary manner, with large 
windows and glass doors giving 
access to the swimming pool to the 
south. The roof is of low pitch 
and is covered with pantiles. 


Internally, the walls of the gym- 
nasium are lined with a cream- 
coloured sand lime brick. The hard- 
wood strip floor is of seraya which 
makes an ideal floor for a gym- 
nasium. There is a small gallery at 
the west end for spectators. Medical 
inspection rooms are provided 
underneath the gallery _to- 
gether with a small office for the 
instructor. The open roof trans- 
gresses the idea that a gymnasium 
should have a flat ceiling, it being 
held that with an open roof the 
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A view in the gymnasium. 


undue reverberation common in a 
building used for gymnastic pur- 
poses cannot be avoided. There is, 
however, much to be said for the 
additional air space of the open roof 
and the added ventilation that is 
obtained. The underside of the 
pitched roof has been lined with 
wood wool slabs and it is found that 
this expedient renders the acoustics 
quite acceptable. The roof trusses 


are painted with decorative effect. - 


Following is a list of sub-contractors: 


Structural steelwork, Aston Con- 
struction Co., Ltd.; central heating, 
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GYMNASIUM 
78'x50° 
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Benham and Sons, Ltd.;_ electrical 
installations, Tyler and Freeman, Ltd. ; 
pantile roofing, Hall and Co., Ltd. ; 
facing bricks, A. H. Herbert and Co. ; 
sand lime bricks, Hall and Co. ; metal 
windows, Crittall Manufacturing Co., 
Ltd. ; wood flooring, Hollis Brothers, 
Ltd. ; wood wool slabs, Thermacoust, 
Ltd. ; asphalt tanking, Faldo Asphalte 
Co., Ltd.; W. I. balustrades, with 
wind vane, C. Hall (Metalworks), Ltd. ; 
ironmongery, Comyn Ching and Co. 
(London), Ltd. ; sanitary fittings, John 
Bolding and Sons, Ltd.; gymnastic 
apparatus, Niels Larsen and Son, 
Ltd.; general contractors for the 
swimming bath, C. R. Price, Ltd. 
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Architects 


PROFESSOR A. E. RICHARDSON, RA, 
and E. A. S. HOUFE, FRIBA 


Consulting Structural Engineers 
COLLINS & MASON 


Quantity Surveyors 


WELLS & WALCHLI 


Consulting Heating Engineers 
OSCAR FABER & PARTNERS 


Consulting Electrical Engineers 


BARLOW & LESLIE 


Clerk of Works 
A. R: COLES 


Builders 
TROLLOPE & COLLS, LTD. 


General Foreman 
W. SALE 
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View from Trinity-square. 


Restoration and New Buildings of Trinity House, EC 


URING an attack on London on the night of 
December 29, 1940, an incendiary bomb fell 
on the roof of Trinity House, Tower Hill, starting a 
fire which destroyed the interior together with its 
furniture, much of which was original. Fortunately 
the pictures, silver and records had been stored in a 
place of safety, and have been preserved. Only the 
outside walls of the old building were left standing ; 
and buildings at the back were largely destroyed. 
A small brick building known as the Pilot House 
remained intact, and this was used as a temporary 
office. During the war the work of the Corporation 
was transferred to Ocean House. 

Trinity House, which to-day is responsible not 
only for pilotage on the Thames but for building and 
maintaining lighthouses and seamarks and equipping 
light vessels around the coasts of England, evolved 
from a medieval guild of mariners at Deptford, 
to which Henry VIII granted a charter in 1514. Its 
original duties, the defence and pilotage of the 
Thames, were extended in 1566 to include the 
erection and maintenance of seamarks and beacons 
and the levying of dues on shipping for these pur- 
poses. Later the Corporation became responsible 
for designing, building, equipping and victualling 
the ships of the Royal Navy, but these duties were 
taken over by the Admiralty towards the end of the 
Stuart period. The Corporation has, however, 
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always maintained close contact with the Royal 
Navy on matters of common interest, such as hydro- 
graphy. Its philanthropic activities include the 
provision of pensions and relief and the maintenance 
of almshouses ; the latter, at Mile End, dating from 
1696, having, like Trinity House itself, been burnt 
out in an air raid. 

In 1660 the Corporation moved from Deptford 
into the City, where it has occupied no fewer than 
four headquarters buildings. The first of these, 
in Water-lane, was destroyed in the Great Fire of 
1666. The second, on the same site, was also burnt 
down, in the fire of 1714; and a third building 
proving inadequate for the growing work of the 
Corporation, a move was made to the present site 
on Tower Hill, where a new building was erected 
between the years 1793-96. 


Samuel Wyatt was appointed architect for this 
work, which has often been attributed to his more 
distinguished brother James, designer of the Pan- 
theon in Oxford-street. It has now been established 
that although Samuel was nominally the architect, 
James claimed the design, which is to be attributed 
to his knowledge of French architecture. He took 
the design of the main front from Leufforge’s book 
and made proposals for its use, which Samuel was 
wise enough to follow. This French influence in the 
design of an English building of national importance 
is remarkable at a time when the country was at 
deadly grips with France. 


The Corporation decided to reinstate Trinity 
House in its original form and also to demolish the 





View of new section from Pepys-street. 
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Pilot House and build in its place a new Banqueting 
Hall and Library, with offices below and sleeping 
accommodation for members of Trinity House as 
well as a caretaker’s flat above. In addition it was 
decided to build an entirely new block at the rear, 
to include a range of offices, new laboratories and 
research department, together with a canteen and 
recreation room; and this new building has quad- 
rupled the size of the old one, to which it is organic- 
ally related. It has special entrances in Pepys- 
street. The main entrance to Trinity House is now 
in Savage-gardens, the original front entrance on 
Tower Hill being reserved for use on state occasions. 


THE WYATT BUILDING 


A complete survey of the damaged Wyatt building 
was made by the architects and this showed that the 
external walls, although calcined in places, were 
capable of restoration. Fortunately a number of 
Wyatt’s original drawings, badly charred, were 
discovered and these gave valuable information as 
to joinery and plasterwork. The process of building 
up accurate plans for the reconstruction of the old 
part was also aided by this discovery. In addition 
the architects had the benefit of a set of measured 
drawings made many years ago by an enthusiastic 
student, as well as numerous sketches. Professor 
Richardson, our leading authority on the architecture 
of the Georgian period, had himself had the advan- 
tage of studying the building in detail some 50 years 
ago. 
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Upper hall and ‘‘ Quarterdeck,” yet to be decorated 

with symbolic motifs. Columns are in Verde Antico 

Scagliola. Caryatid figures on ‘‘ Quarterdeck’? by 

Charles Wheeler, RA. Below: Entrance vestibule, showing 

main staircase beyond. Model of “‘ Royal London’”’ in 
case is replica of the one destroyed in 1940. 








The reconstruction of a fine eighteenth-century 
building like Trinity House calls for a great deal 
of traditional craftsmanship, which is little in demand 
to-day ; but it is satisfactory to record that it was 
found possible to obtain craftsmen accustomed to 
fine joinery, metalwork, masonry, brickwork and 
stucco—in fact, the architects claim that the finest 
craftsmen now in England were engaged on the 
reconstruction of the old building. 

The new Banqueting Hall and Library added at 
the right-hand side of the cleaned and restored 
Wyatt frontage is clearly a modern addition but in 
perfect scale and harmony with the old work, from 
which it is separated by an elevational set-back 
which also forms a link. An appropriate nautical 
touch is given to the roof line by a gilded weather- 
vane with a ship at the top. This has been designed 
to accord with similar vanes on the Tower of London. 
Restored gates and railings neatly enclose the fore- 
court to the whole frontage. 

The ceremonial entrance hall, which contains 
many features of interest including the new medel 
of the Royal London, a replica of the one destroyed 
in 1940, leads to the magnificent staircase hall, the 
finest feature of the building. The staircase itself, 
which occupies the height of two storeys, divides 
at the half landing into twin flights, which turn 
back and sweep gracefully upwards within a semi- 
circular recess lighted by a clerestorey. At both 
ground- and first-floor levels the staircase hall en- 
closure is marked at the sides by pairs of columns in 
verde antico Scagliola, the lower ones being of the 
Roman Doric order and the upper of the Ionic, with 
gilded capitals and black bases. Above the enta- 
blatures of the columns at each side of the staircase 
on the first floor, at the recessed level known as the 
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“** Quarterdeck,’ are pairs of caryatides, 
which have been modelled by Mr. Charles 
Wheeler, RA, in a slightly more stylised 
manner than the ones destroyed, which were 
the work of the younger Bacon. On the wall 
above the staircase landing hangs a great 
portrait group, painted by Gainsborough 
Dupont in 1795, of ‘“‘Acting Elder Brethren 
& Officers,” in which Samuel Wyatt is seen 
presenting a drawing of the building for 
approval. The upper hall has yet to te 
decorated with symbolic motifs. 

The chief interior on the first floor is the 
Court Room, a fine coved apartment 
resembling the saloon of an eighteenth- 
century mansion. It has a fireplace of 
white marble with delicate ormolu orna- 
ments, surmounted by a large gilt-framed 
mirror. The cove and ceiling have yet 
to be painted with allegorical figures 
representing the Four Great English 
Rivers. The colour scheme throughout 
the building is generally French grey for 
walls and white for ceilings, door sur- 
rounds and window shutters. Carpets 
are fawn-coloured of the same pattern 
throughout, and were specially made at 


Wilton. Curtains are of red cord rep with 
gold tasse's, draped in the Directoire 
manner. Furniture is in mahogany de- 


signed in the style of the late eighteenth 
century. All furniture, carpets, curtains, 
decorations and fittings have been specially 
designed by the architects to accord with 
the architectural setting. 


BANQUETING HALL AND LIBRARY 


The new Banqueting Hall and Library, 
approached at first-floor level along the 
corridor of the entrance hall, is about 
56 ft. long by 32 ft. wide, with elliptical 
ends, and has a musicians’ gallery at the 
side facing the east windows. No books 
are apparent because they are concealed 
behind doors forming part of the panelling 
between the windows; the three east 
windows contain panels of stained glass, 
some of which were transferred from the 
old Hall, at Deptford, when it was demol- 
ished in 1788, to the Mile End Almshouses, 
now also demolished. These were kept 
in a place of safety during the war. The 
floor of the Banqueting Hall is laid with 
carpet rep of the same pattern used in the 
cabins of ships of the line at the end of 
the eighteenth century. It has a remark- 
ably modern effect, and the whole interior 
has aroused much appreciative comment. 


THE NEW BLOCK 

The problem of relating a large addition 
to an existing architectural gem such as 
Trinity House called for exceptional care 
in the handling of masses and detail. The 
aim was to maintain the dignified surface 
character essential to a building symbolical 
of national purpose, while at the same 
time producing a structure contemporary 
in style and finish. The design was sub- 
mitted to and approved by the Royal Finz 
Art Commission. The proportions have 
been largely dictated by the number of 
floors required. Consisting of a basement, 
ground, first, second, third, fourth and 
fifth floors, the last accommodating the 
laboratories, with tank rooms and _ lift 
motor rooms above, the block is cf steel 
frame construction faced with an admix- 
ture of special 2-in. Stamford stone 
facing brickwork with Portland stone. 
The roof treatment is unusual, consisting 
of a vertical attic sheathed with copper, 
ship fashion, thus avoiding the customary 
heavy form of attic lacking apparent 
support. The windows are of plate 
glass in teak frames. The main entrance, 
from Pepys-street, has been designed to 
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SECOND FLOOR PLAN 


accord with the breadth of the fagade on this side. 
Panel heating is employed for the main office block and 
the Banqueting Hall and convector heating for the Wyatt 
building. Part of the site on the Coopers-row side is still 
occupied by old bomb-damaged buildings (shown hatched 
on plans), which will be pulled down in two or three 
years time to allow completion of the new block, when a 
drive-in from Coopers-row will be formed giving access to 
internal parking space. A bridge over the roadway will 
connect old and new buildings at first-floor level. 





Lamp over Savage-gardens entrance. 


KITCHEN 


BATH YY). ROOM a: 
ATH gy | FCAIRE}T A 
FLAT 
ROOF Fi 
DEPUTY BEDROONT 





hal 

















The reopening ceremony was performed 
in the presence of a distinguished company 
by Her Majesty the Queen on October 21 
of last year, when Professor Richardson 
had the honour of taking tea with Her 
Majesty and the Prime Minister, Sir 
Winston Churchill, who is himself an Elder 
Brother of Trinity House. In addition to 
the architects, members of the staff also had 
the honour of being presented to the Queen, 
including Mr. G. Evans, the chief assist- 


ant, who was continuously at work on the - 


site. G. }. Hi. 


Sub-contractors and suppliers were : 


Structural steelwork, Dorman Long and Co., 
td. ; joinery, fire-resisting floors and electrica. 
installation, Trollope and Colls, Ltd. heating 
and hot water, Benham and Sons, Ltd., ad Richard 
Crittall and Co., Ltd. ; ventilation and cooking 
apparatus, Benham and Sons, Ltd.; stonework, 
Wandsworth Stonemasonry Works ; lifts, Waygood- 
Otis, Ltd. ; metal windows, Monk Metal Window 
Co., Ltd.; plastering, Eaton Contractors, Ltd. ; 
asphalt, Ragusa Asphalte Co.; copper roofing, 
F. Braby and Co., Ltd.; scaffolding, Scaffolding 
(Great Britain), Ltd. 

Sanitary fittings, W. N. Froy and Sons, Ltd.; 
wood block and strip flooring, Hollis Bros., Ltd. ; 
terrazzo, The Mosaic and Terrazzo Precast Cas 


ironmongery, Yannedis and Co., Ltd.; painting 
and polishing, Alfred Bagnall and Sons, Ltd. ; 
plumbing, Smeaton and Sons, Ltd. glass and 


glazing, Faulkner Greene and Co., Ltd. ; orna- 
mental metalwork, Grundy Arnatt, Ltd.; sculp- 
ture and carving, P. J. Bentham; cabin furniture 
and furniture, John P. White and Sons, Ltd.; 
marble wall lining, Anselm Odling and Sons, Ltd.; 
stained glass windows, Francis Spear; cemglaze, 
Cement Glaze, Ltd. 

Revolving doors, T. B. Colman and Sons, Ltd. ; 
fire-resisting screens, Evans, Turner and Co., 
Ltd.; chairs, Burkle ; ornamental lighting fittings, 
Escaré Art Metal Co., Ltd. ; fireproof doors, S. W. 
Farmer and Sons, Ltd.; ‘flush doors, Jayanbee 
Joinery, Ltd. Korkoid flooring, curtains, Lenygon 
and Morant, Ltd.; fire fighting appliances, The 
Pyrene Co., Ltd. ” general lighting fittings, Falk 
Stadelmann ; deceit. Willments ; cornice 
lighting, Ionlight ; and flood lighting, G.E.C. 





Weather vane and ball on new Banqueting Hall and 
Library wing. 
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The new Banqueting Hall and Library. The view above shows the Ministrels’ Gallery, that below looks towards 
three windows with old glass reused. Bookcases are concealed in the panelling. 
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View of the hall from the north. 


ST. PAUL’S METHODIST CHURCH HALL, CRAWLEY 


Architects 
CYRIL A. FAREY, SON & ADAMS, F/AA.RIBA 
Consulting Engineer Acoustic Consultant 
FELIX }. SAMUELY, BSc(Eng), AMICE, MIStructE HOPE BAGENAL, FRIBA 
Quantity Surveyors Builders 
WILLIAM C. INMAN & PARTNERS BISHOP & CLARKE, LTD. 























An impression of the completed scheme, showing church and hall. 
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View from the south, showing the hall and classroom wing. 


(- 
method believed to be unique in the 
construction of church buildings. ty » ae 
This method has been used with . 225 ean faa 
the Methodist Hall which is the aed) é a 

first ecclesiastical building to be | oo") . 
completed in Crawley New Town. ry Hf cLAssaoom 2 


RECTION of the frame and 

completion of the roof before f= Tr 

starting on the brickwork is a aaa i 
a Sas CLASSROOMS @t... 











To be used temporarily as a 
church, the hall, together with a 
block of three classrooms and several 
ancillary rooms is situated opposite 
the village green on a site of one a oe Scole of Feet 
acre. When the permanent church 
and manse are erected at a later 
date they will form a group with 
the hall around the existing fore- 
court and car park. 











CLASSROOM | 
é CANTEEN 


N 


fi 


carer ea 7 tt: 
KITCHE 








Facing the neighbourhood centre, T ape | - 
the hall measures 55 ft. long by te 
32 ft. wide, and is of precast con- 
crete portal frame construction with 
precast concrete roof troughs which 
form a coffered ceiling decorated 
to a stippled finish with two coats 
of Silexine. Insulation is by means 
of a vermiculite screed with an 
average thickness of 2in. This is OOO ROO NO 5 . 
covered with }in. cement screed Coie Joonoubooodooonon Uy ve 
and three-layer built-up felting. 











On one side of the hall large 
metal-framed windows with artificial 
stone surrounds containing Cornish 
granite fine aggregate, overlook the 
Northgate Green, the shopping 
centre and the site of the public 
house. 

The glazed double swing doors is 
of the entrance give access to the 
crush hall, which can be used as an 
overflow for large congregations. It 
is separated from the main hall by 
a glass screen, and a special feature 
of it is the open staircase with light 
ornamental grille and _ balustrade 
which leads to the gallery overhead. ~~, 

A 19 ft. wide unsupported opening NORTHGATE GREEN “Aug? 
between the gallery and the hall can = PLAN OF SITE 





bike 
ey 
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View in crush hall, looking towards “ 
the grille of the staircase to gallery. F 


be closed by means of oak rolling shutters to form a 
projector room or an additional classroom. The 
gallery can also be used for the choir when the church 
is full. 

The crush hall also gives access to the corridor 
beside the hall, kitchen and vestries, the classroom 
corridor, and the cloakroom and _ lavatory block, 
which will also serve the permanent church, and 
which contains showers for both sexes, an unusual 
feature in church halls. 

The stage is 18 ft. deep and behind it are dressing 
rooms directly accessible to both hall and stage, 
under which is a large chair store. The classrooms are 
designed to receive a maximum of sunlight. They 
span 22 ft. 'The largest, 36 ft. long, is also a canteen 
with service hatch from the kitchen. The ceilings are 
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of similar trough construction to the hall, and the 
prestressed beams are only 3? in. deep. The choir 
vestry opposite the side entrance to the hall is used 
as a chapel during the week, when the altar is moved 
into it. The adjoining minister’s vestry near the side 
entrance receives the sun at all times of the day. 
The walls are cavity constructed and faced externally 
with High Broom golden hand-made _ sand-faced 
bricks. Internally, Uxbridge flint bricks (light grey 
in the hall and honey coloured in the corridors, class 
and other rooms) are used to economise on plastering 
and to stand up to rough wear. The hall, stage and 
classroom floors are finished with African missanda 
blocks laid to a herring bone pattern with soldier 
course borders. The crush hall, lobbies and lavatories 
are paved with quarry tiles, and the remaining small 


View from stage 
towards the crush 
hall. 
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rooms and corridors are terra-cotta 


semastic tiles. 


Lighting is by a fluorescent louvre system using 
the concrete troughs as reflectors. A special feature 
of the stage lighting is the latest type of Falk dimmer 
board. Heating is by low-pressure radiators with 
assisted circulation fed by a coke boiler capable of 
conversion to oil firing at a later date when funds 
permit. 

Nearly all internal doors are glazed with 7 in. 
vertical reeded glass with natural hardwood polished 
beads in Columbian pine framework painted light grey 
to match frames and architraves. Each door is 
divided into three panels about 2 ft. square to continue 
the window units and to give borrowed light and 
sunshine to the corridors in order to obviate the high 
cost and many other disadvantages of toplights. The 
few standard flush doors delivered were found to have 
such beautifully grained plywood faces that they were 
merely wax polished. 


African agba hardwood with a natural polished 
finish has been used throughout the joinery work 
including the base and splayed reveal to the proscenium, 
the gallery opening and the hatches; the altar, 
pulpit and communion rail, which are all movable. 
Beech was used for the plywood facing of the sliding 
doors and spandrils of steps in front of the stage, as it 
blends well with agba. 

Acoustic treatment of the gallery end wall of the hall 
and the side walls of the proscenium consists of a 
diaper pattern of grey felt padded with lintofelt and 
fixed to rough boarding on a 4}in. brick back by 


paved with 


means of red leather cloth buttons pierced with 
chromium headed mirror screws. This treatment, 
surprisingly, showed a considerable saving as com- 
pared with acoustic tiles. 


The proscenium curtains are in bright red velour 
and the curtains to the long windows on one side 
and the clerestory windows of the other side of the 
hall have red and buff vertical lines with a simple 
scroll motif to counteract severity and preserve 
dignity. By way of contrast, the classroom curtains 
have patterns of many colours to give an atmosphere 
of youthful gaiety. 

The hall is 18 ft. high at the side walls and 
20 ft. 6in. at the centre to give adequate space for 
badminton to be played. The tender price was 
£26,450. 

Work started on August 25, 1952, the foundation 
stone was laid by Mr. J. Arthur Rank on December 13, 
1952, and the building was opened by Mr. H. W. 
Danbury on October 31, 1953. Following is a list of 
sub-contractors and suppliers :— 


Holland & WHannen and Cubitts, precast concrete; Liverpool 
Artificial Stone Co., prestressed concrete; G. N. Haden and Sons, 
Ltd., plumbing; J. H. Plant, Ltd., electrical; Young, Austen and 
Young, Ltd., heating ; Crittall Manufacturing Co., Ltd., metal windows; 
General Asphalte Co., roofing ; Horsley Smith and Co. (Hayes), Ltd., 
flooring; Hall and Dixon, Ltd, stage equipment; J. Cheeseman, 
vermiculite ; Falk Stadelmann and Co., Ltd., fluorescent and stage 
lighting fittings; Jchnson Bros. (Brighton), Ltd., acoustic felt and 
curtains ; James Longley and Co., Ltd., altar, pulpit and communion 
rail; Yannedis and Co., Ltd., ironmongery ; Russell and Co. (Horley), 
Ltd., staircase grille; J. Ellis and Sons, Emalux glaze ; John Sadd, Ltd., 
doors; E. W. Burtonshaw, fencing; Richard Parton and Co., Ltd., 
external facing bricks; Uxbridge Flint Brick Co., internal facing 
bricks ; Haskins, Ltd., rolling shutters ; Silexine Paints, Ltd., concrete 


paint; Mander Bros., Ltd., paint; Malcolm MacLeod, Ltd., precast 
— surrounds ; Limmer and Trinidad Leke Asphalt Co., Ltd., 
tanking. 


ST. PAUL’S METHODIST CHURCH HALL, CRAWLEY 





View towards the stage. 


April 23 
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Front elevation. 


HE accommodation on the ground floor of this 
house comprises a small entrance hall, a 
“through ’”’ lounge with access to the dining-room 
through a curtained aperture, a working kitchen and a 
small “‘ snug’’ or morning room. The wall between 
the hall and the dining-room contains a decorative 
glass panel which is flood-lit from below and conveys 
the impression of spaciousness to the small entrance 


“ BEECHFIELD,”’ hall. 


The upper floor provides three bedrooms of varying 


WINDY HARBOUR LANE, sizes and a bathroom with toilet. The main bedroom 
contains a curtained recess for a child’s cot. 
BROMLEY CROSS, A feature of the house is the very compact staircase, 
which has built-in cupboards beneath it in three 
near BOLTON, LANCS rooms, built-in wardrobes above it in two bedrooms, 
a spacious linen cupboard above the sloping ceiling 
over the staircase and a child’s toy cupboard beneath 
it at the lowest level. 


Architect The door between the kitchen and the “ snug’”’ 
ERIC LEVY, ARIBA is in two halves on the stable-door principle to enable 
the children to be kept under constant supervision, 
a feature rendered practicable even in winter since 

the whole house is equipped with central heating. 
Builders A relaxation of the ban on timber construction for 
R. #. TYSON, LTD. ground floors was permitted owing to the excessive 
slope of the site but, in order to conserve the allocation 
of softwood, hardwood floor boards have been used 
in all the principal rooms and, when polished, form an 

attractive and economical floor finish. 

The floor area of the house is 1,418 sq. ft., and the 
complete cost of construction (in 1952) was £2,975, or 
42s. per sq. ft. 

The outbuildings comprise a garage with doors at 
both ends, wash-house, fuel store, toilet and glass- 
covered access to the kitchen inside the house. The 
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Rear elevation. 


garage has provision for an inspection pit and a recess Facing bricks throughout are Proctor and Lavender’s 
with work-bench for repairs. The doors at the front golden brown facings, with dark brown Birkonian 
of the garage are of the “‘ up-and-over ”’ type. concrete roofing tiles in contrast. The flat roof over 

The floor area of the outbuildings is 357 sq. ft. the outbuildings is constructed of 2 in. Gypklith slabs 
and the cost was £580—i.e., 32s. €d. per sq. ft. with patent glazing over the access passage. 


“ BEECHFIELD,” WINDY HARBOUR LANE, BROMLEY CROSS, near BOLTON 
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Ground- and first-floor plans. 
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SOCIETIES 
RIBA 


Notes from Council Minutes 


THe following notes are taken from the 
minutes of the RIBA Council meeting 
held on April 6: 


APPOINTMENTS. 

New Council ‘for Codes of Practice for 
puildings: IBA  Representatives.—P. 
Burnett (F) and Charles Woodward (A). 


Council for the Preservation of Rural 
England: RIBA Representative—C. W. C. 
Needham (F) in place of Henry Braddock 
(4). The other RIBA representative is Sir 
patrick Abercrombie (F). 


University of Wales Faculty of Architec- 
we: RIBA Representative-——Norman P. 
Thomas (A) reappointed. 


RIBA Architecture Bronze Medal: RIBA 
Representatives to serve on Juries. (i) New 
South Wales Chapter, Royal Australian 
Institute of Architects——William R. Laurie 
f). (ii) Hampshire and Isle of Wight Archi- 
ctural Association—Robert Potter (F), 
president, Wessex Federal Society of Archi- 
tects. 

Code of Practice for Zinc Roofing: RIBA 
Representatives on Drafting Committee.— 
C. W. Hutton (F) and E. D. Mills (F). 


BSI Committee B/75: Modular Co- 
ordination: RIBA Representative-—C. C. 
Handisyde (A) in place of R. Llewelyn 
Davies (A), who remains as representative 
of the Nuffield Foundation. 


General Council for the Registered 
Plumbers’ Association: Annual Meeting, 
Nottingham, June 4 next : RIBA Representa- 
tve—F. Hamer Crossley (F), president, 
Nottingham, Derby and Lincoln Society of 
Architects. 


Forest Products Research Laboratories: 
Committee on Grading of Home-Grown 
Softwoods: RIBA Representative —G. 
Newell (A). 

RIBA Co-ordinating Representative on 
Group of BSI Committees.—E. H. Sadler (A) 
in place of C. J. Epril (F). 


Conditions of Engagement and Scale of 
Professional Charges.—Final approval was 
siven to the revised Conditions of Engage- 
ment and Scale of Professional Charges, after 
consideration of all the comments received 
from the general body of members. The 
finally approved draft is published in the 
RIBA Journal for April, 1954, and will come 
into force on June 1 next. Copies of the 
new booklet are in the process of being 
reprinted. 

RIBA Architecture Bronze Medal: The 
Wessex Federal Society of Architects——The 
Scretary reported that the jury convened 
by the Wessex Federal Society of Architects 
‘0 make an award of the RIBA Architecture 
Bronze Medal for the three years ending 
December 31 last, had submitted their 
port. They had made the award in favour 
of the Church of St. Francis of Assisi, Ash- 
‘on Gate, Bristol, designed by Robert J. 
Potter (F) and R. W. Hare (A). It was agreed 
0 give formal approval to this award. 


Award for Distinction in Town Planning 


Ba. RIBA Award for Distinction in Town 
lanning is the only award in town and 
‘ountry planning bestowed by the Royal 


i 


outa. It is by conferment only and is 


imited to Fellows, Associates and Licenti- 
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ates of the RIBA. Outstanding work in the 
design and layout, not of individual build- 
ings, but of groups of buildings will be recog- 
nised. The award will be made for actual 
planning work and while not primarily in- 
tended for housing layouts, such layouts of 
groups of buildings would not be excluded. 


Recommendations are submitted to the 
council by a standing committee set up for 
the purpose. Personal applications by can- 
didates will not be entertained; the name of 
a candidate must be submitted by three or 
more sponsors, themselves members of the 
Institute, who will be required to submit 
details of the candidate’s professional quali- 
fications and experience and evidence of the 
candidate’s actual planning work. Nomina- 
tions may be made twice annually, on March 
1 and November 1, and must be addressed to 
the Secretary, RIBA, 66, Portland-place, 
London WI. 


Members upon whom the Award has been 
conferred will be entitled to use the designa- 
tion “ RIBA Award for Distinction in Town 
Planning,” and it is advised that this should 
be used in full, or the initials ‘“ Dist TP” 
after the initials “‘ FRIBA,”’ “* ARIBA,” or 
“ LRIBA,” according to the class of member- 
ship to which they belong. 


YORK AND EAST YORKSHIRE 
ARCHITECTS 
Annual Dinner and Dance 


““IT IS OUR GENERATION’S duty to restore 
architectural quality,” said Mr. P. G. 
FAIRHURST, FRIBA, vice-president of the 
Royal Institute of British Architects, at the 
annual dinner and dance of the York and 
East Yorkshire Architectural Society, held 
at York on April 2. He said that architects 
had been “under an obligation for the last 
15 years to do what we are told, but now 
we have a slight sign of being able to do 
what we like.” He stated that the “ quality 
of workmanship in this country, due to 
causes not under our control, has gone quite 
haywire,” adding: “I believe the type of 
architecture we are to have in the future 
is just emerging.” 

The toast of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects, to which Mr. Fairhurst replied, 
was proposed by Dr. J. S. Purvis, director 
of the Borthwick Institute. The toast of 
the guests was proposed by Mr. Allanson 
Hick, FRIBA, the president of the York 
Society, and responded to by the Sheriff of 
York, Councillor J. Shannon. 


FACULTY OF ARCHITECTS 
AND SURVEYORS 
Visit to London Airport 


On April 7 the London branch of the 
Faculty of Architects and Surveyors and the 
Faculty of Surveyors of England paid an 
official visit to London Airport, when they 
were conducted round the new construc- 
tional works with a technical escort. There 
was a good attendance of members, who saw 
much of general and technical interest, 
including what is regarded as the largest 
prestressed concrete project in Europe. 

The branch has appointed a new acting 
hon. secretary in Mr. A. Fry, 8, Laburnum- 
gardens, Winchmore Hill, N21. 


Road Research Index 


A revised edition of the “ Index of Pub- 
lications of the Road Research Laboratory, 
January, 1933, to June, 1953,” has been pub- 
lished for-DSIR, by HMSO, price 1s. 9d. 
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LIFTS IN COMMERCIAL 
BUILDINGS 


A Talk at the Royal Institute of 
British Architects 


HE Planning of Lift Installations in Com- 

mercial Buildings was the subject of a 
paper read by Mr. P. T. FLetTcuHer, BSc 
(Eng), MInstCE, MIMechE, MIEE, at the 
Royal Institute of British Architects, on 
April 13. 


Speaking of the position of lifts in a 
building, he said: 

An examination of the theoretical calcu- 
lation of the rate of handling of the lift 
shows that operations are divided into the 
loading time, the travelling time, the door 
operating time and the unloading time. In 
the calculation illustrated for a_twelve- 
passenger lift the time for loading and un- 
loading was 27 per cent. of the round trip 
time. This emphasises that the arrangement 
of the lifts should be such that loading and 
unloading are easily accomplished. 


Lifts should be grouped in such a way that 
intending passengers have no doubt as to 
the direction they should take and should 
easily be able to select the lift which would 
serve them first if there is more than one 
available. Equally, there should be no 
question of hesitation in leaving a lift as 
this obstructs other passengers trying to 
leave. Lifts should therefore be centrally 
placed for the building or well-defined sec- 
tion of the building which they will serve, 
and they should be associated with bold and 
clear indication of the direction which 
passengers should take. Lifts serving iden- 
tical floors should not ordinarily be placed 
on opposite sides of a lobby since this leads 
to uncertainty of a passenger as to the direc- 
tion he should take. Lifts should be 
grouped to take advantage of the facilities 
of collective systems of calling, giving in- 
dividual callers the benefit of the first avail- 
able lift, so improving the rate of interfloor 
traffic. 


Radial Movement 


The lecturer continued: there is marked 
preference for people to walk on the level 
to a point where there is a good lift service 
rather than to wait for an inadequate service, 
and the indication from this is that the dis- 
tribution throughout a building should be 
based on radial movement to and from a 
lift centre rather than to dispersed lifts. Lift 
lobbies should not be broken by staircases, 
or corridors between lifts, as these introduce 
cross traffic which interferes with loading 
and unloading. Emphasis should, in my 
view, be upon more small lifts rather than 
fewer large lifts. Not only does the selection 
of a larger number of lifts cover the needs of 
breakdown and routine servicing, but also 
the segregation of lifts for service duty. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


SacRED EpiFicE. By John Gloag. (Lon- 
don: Cassell and Co., Ltd.) Price 8s. 6d. 


THE ART AND ANTIQUE RESTORERS HAND- 
BOOK. By George Savage. (London: Rock- 
liff Publishing Corporation, Ltd.) Price 15s. 


A METAL WINDOw Dictionary. By W. F. 
Crittall. (London: B. T. Batsford, Ltd.) 


A DICTIONARY OF ENGLISH DOMESTIC 
ARCHITECTURE. By A. L. Osborne. (Lon- 
don: Country Life, Ltd.) Price 21s. 
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N EW TO WNS IN 1 95 3 decentralised to the new towns, and of their 
workers, all indicate that, while both are 
< conscious in some towns of the lack of sociaj 
T heir Pr ogress, Pr ospects and Pr oblems facilities, the new location is a vast improve- 
Z : A F ment on the old and makes for hi 
THE FOLLOWING ARTICLE, which populations. In six of the 14, local industry oj 1 igher 
; : - efficiency as well as _ better working 
summarises the main features of the progress was strongly established before they became conditions 
of the new towns during 1953, and their new towns. Corby had its huge steel works, Se it t that hidiaiai 
present prospects and problems, was pub- Hatfield the great de Havilland aircraft ;_ — mone = ~— as —— 
lished in the January issue of “Town and works, Cwmbran and Newton Aycliffe their bail + aeated pene whi . actory 
Country Planning,” and is reproduced by near-by industrial estates, and Hemel Hemp- ings, 4 * St weeded Ph sed bl being 
permission of the Town and Country Plan- stead and Welwyn vigorous and successful an ae sell caer Ms 4 Be i indus- 
ning Association. factory zones, already attractive to industry i oe no e buil ma Hy 
and chiefly needing building licences and call Waker.” Sevesi ules Gane wane 
REALLY no simple overall picture of the More houses for workers. These six towns ©. .4 ok a 
new towns is possible. They vary so re all expanding their industry satisfactorily, ; 
greatly—in their heritages of past develop- though Hatfield wants greater diversity and ; 7 
ment, their industries and employment, their ™ore jobs for women. Two other towns, ae ” ae ae ee oe ae 
management policies and technical practices Glenrothes and Peterlee, are designed prim- _—The statistics indicate that the rate of 
—that few generalisations can be made about 4tily for the coal mining industry which is house-building has almost reached its peak. 
them, beyond the fairly obvious ones that developing locally. They also want light Nearly 12,000 houses were built in the 14 
they are all governed by the same economic industry as a supplement, and have had towns in 1953, and the estimated number 
limitations, and that in certain matters (such enough success in this to show the problem for 1954 is about 13,500, which will house “a ; 
as housing standards) they are influenced by #8 soluble. a cA teaaus ’ over 40,000 people in the year. Harlow cele. fF % °° pie 
the same official pressures, even if they yield , Of the other six, in which industries were brated in 1953 the completion of its 3,000th a 
to them unequally. The arithmetic of their €w before they were designated, and house, and Newton Aycliffe that of its let 83 a 
progress is set out in the accompanying table. retro new centres of factory employment 1,000th—named “Elizabeth House.” Aig 
_ The following sections bring together et oe wird ‘“ — The figures in the accompanying table Serato 
information about the towns under subject ctoyena ES aa Fast Kilbrid im ar'ow, are, we hope, more accurate than those in J other hai 
headings, and then give, town by town, some atone aod rage ose - “5 r" e, tl diver ified. the similar table in our new towns issue of agricultur 
idea of the present state of affairs in each. Sete ee ane Wem civersiied. January, 1952. Last time some of the cor- he stand 
East Kilbride is among the towns that want porations did not include, in their returns the stan 
more employment for women. Basildon was to us, the houses built by local authoriti Leyghe 
INDUSTRY slow in expanding industrially, owing w : fe : oon tae build 53 
; nding lally, owing we are in their areas since they were designated: h 
Though there have been, and still are, told to restrictions on building licences; but the increases in populations did not, there- sede 
anxieties about the sufficiency of industrial the position has now materially changed; fore, correspond with increases in houses, moom 
dispersal, and the Board of Trade have come factories arranged for are already sufficient This time they should, we hope, be nearer Monit 2 , 
in for criticism for not giving enough sup- ‘© absorb the housing programme. Brack- the mark—but the way of the collector of saga 
port to the new towns in their guidance or Nell, the latest town started, is only just figures is hard. With our experience we can Densit} 
encouragement of location, the fact is that getting under way; so far it has one new see defects in the new town statistics given | i Most ¢ 
so far the new towns have found local factory occupied and is building four more. jn Hansard (November 30, 1953, cols. 108- claims a 
employment for their rapidly increased Reports of the experience of firms 10), and not fee] too superior to the compiler. re low a 
our are 
an acre, 
PROGRESS OF NEW TOWNS TO DECEMBER, 1953 to various 
Population New Houses? ‘Naw Bactovice® Capital Expendit to 65 pe 
" : = New New _ to Dec., 1953 by ett ag course, co 
Sn og ee Dec., | $e | Butding| Pro- | Shops | Schools} ‘De be speci 
Previous |Proposed 1953 Dec., ost — 1953 1953 he 3d inher wef s Housing* Total* inhabitant 
1953 (niles, pleted) £ é many urt 
oe es factory hi 
Basildon ... Feb., 1949 | 7,834 | 25,000 | 80,000 | 28,500] 1,539 579 850 | 10+19*] 0+4* 13 8° | 322,300 | 1,271,000 2,962,000 on. 
Bracknell Oct., 1949 1,850 | 5,000 | 25,000 | 6,500 316 587 577 0 0 |44+34*!] 1°+4*! 68,000 | 1,100,000 | 1,740,000 standards 
Crawley ... Feb.,1947 | 5,920 | 10,000 | 50,000} 18,000} 2,975} 2,362] 1,635 |20+56*| 5+4* 26 |263+5*| 678,000 | 7,000,000 | 10,500,000 oy o 
Harlow ... May, 1947 | 6,320 | 4,500 | 80,000 | 15,500 | 3,824] 2,200] 2,000] 49 3 264 1423+10*] 307,500 | 6,600,000 | 12,400,000 the prot 
Hatfield ... June, 1948 | 2,340} 8,000 | 25,000 | 12,000} 1,280} 571 691 0 3 5 oF 1,410,000 | 1,935,000 oe : 
3 moe caused “* ; 
Hemel Hempstead] Mar., 1947] 5,910 | 21,000 | 60,000 | 32,000] 3,861 | 1,200] 41,450 |40+55* 4 30 | 9342*] 691,000 | 6,000,000 | 10,600,000 tern of tl 
Stevenage Dec., 1946 | 6,070} 6,400 | 60,000] 13,100 | 2,268] 1,125] 1,340 165 3 274 5% | 242,500 | 4,000,000 | 9,000,000 authority 
Welwyn ... June, 1948 | 4,231 | 18,200 | 36,500*] 21,000 | 1,445 618 | 1,016 | 10+7* 4 9 3°+1*] 140,000 | 1,850,000 | 5,500,000 i 
—especial 
OTHERS path acce: 
Corby May, 1950 | 2,500 | 14,000 | 40,000 | 19,500] 1,713 550 650 |24+35*| 3+1* 7 23 15,000 900,000 | 1,350,000 The latter 
criti 
Cwmbran Nov., 1940 | 3,160 | 12,000 | 35,000 | 14,000 | 1,043 979 845 6 1 9 |33(extn)| 87,000 | 1,650,000 | —_ 1,750,000 fay wish 
East Kilbride Aug., 1947] 10,250 | 2,300] 45,000 | 7,800 | 1,433] 1,500] 1,000 13 1 15 3° | 600,000 | 4,278,500 | 4,975,000 
Glenrothes Oct., 1948 | 5,730 600 | 32,000] 5,000] 1,045 550 500 19 2 94 0? = 1,403,000 | 1,914,000 
Newton Aycliffe...] July, 1947 880 60 | 10,000 | 4,060] 1,250 600 500 13 1 94 02 ee 2,378,000 | 3,258,000 semi 
Peterlee ... Mar., 1948} 2,350 200 | 30,000 | 4,500] 1,250 450 500 9 0+2* 94 | O+1* = 2,250,000 | — 3,500,000 (Novembe 
; acres) amc 
TOTAL 127,260 | 608,500 | 201,460 | 25,242 | 13,871 | 13,554] 229 30 201 102 {3,151,300 | £42,590,500| £71,384,000 of their to 
es IS reasona 
NOTES stated by 
1 In some cases the area includes part of a green belt, not to be built on. ‘ Expenditure by local authorities and private persons on housing is not included. Vided in al 
® Including council and paivete Seana iniiGetcoEse. = —— ee expenditure on schools, etc., or expenditure by private enterprise Toughly s 
3 These ae ey = athens fee uae — iets: Basildon, og hp 
20; Bracknell, acres); Crawley, R sq. ft.) ; Harlow, 6; Hatfield, 8 5 i s 
(100,000 sq. ft.), also de Havilland factory adjoining; Hemel Hempstead, 36; Steven- LT eee. Populatior 
age, 350,000 sq. ft.; Welwyn, 69 (2,426,000 sq. ft.); Corby, Stewarts and Lloyds’ steel 3 ‘ " - (74. 000) 
works adjoining; Cwmbran, 30 factories adjoining ; East Kilbride, 3 (160,000 sq. ft.); An increase of the target to 50,000 is under discussion. » a 
Glenrothes, 4 (730,000 sq. ft.); Newton Aycliffe, industrial estate adjoining. Areas are town: frot 
not included in next column. * Under construction, December, | 953. 
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Doctor’s house, Beehive Green, Welwyn Garden City. 


Some of the new towns are leasing plots 
or selling houses to private builders and 
owner occupiers; Welwyn, for instance, has 
Jet 83 such plots since 1948 and Hatfield 
33. These houses are usually above the 
basic minimum standards, and therefore tend 
to grade up average income levels. On the 
other hand, under the pressure of fashion, 
agricultural lobbying, and ministerial policy, 
the standards of the great majority of new 
houses are being lowered. One town is to 
build 53 per cent. of one- and two-bedroom 
houses and 47 per cent. of three- and four- 
bedroom houses in the next three years. 
Would any housing manager consider that 
sensible? 

Density is also being visibly screwed up 
in most of the towns. Only one town now 
claims a maximum net residential density 
as low as 12 houses an acre (42 persons). 
Four are working to maxima of 13 houses 
an acre, four to 14 an acre, and the rest 
to various figures from 16 to 184 an acre (56 
to 65 persons). This tendency is not, of 
course, confined to the new towns, but it may 
be specially serious for them since their 
inhabitants are, at least temporarily, forgoing 
many urban facilities for the sake of satis- 
factory homes. 

Rising costs are one of the causes, but 
not the only cause, of this cutting of space 
standards inside and around the houses. And 
nearly all the corporations, as well as some 
of the local associations, place rents among 
the problems bothering them. Newton 
Aycliffe says that high building costs have 
caused “‘a radical change in the whole pat- 
ten of the town.” Pontypool RDC, local 
authority for part of the Cwmbran area, 
objects both to the high rents and the 
teduced standard of housing in the new town 
—especially the building of houses with foot- 
path access only up to distances of 50 yards. 
The latter may be a delusive economy. But 
critics must make up their minds whether 
they wish to uphold standards or cut rents. 


OPEN SPACE 


According to our information the amount 
of new public open space already provided 
(November, 1953) in ten of the towns (232 
acres) amounts to about five acres a thousand 
of their total new populations (44,500). This 
IS reasonably consistent with the 225 acres 
stated by Lord Mancroft to have been pro- 
vided in all the new towns, which he said was 
Toughly six acres a thousand for 45,000 
People (Hansard, Lords, October 27, 1953). 
But it is only three acres a thousand of the 
Population already housed in the 14 tewns 
(74,000), and it varies widely from town to 
‘own: from 1.25 acres a thousand in Peterlee 


to 8.3 in Crawley. More important, the 
standards of public open space aimed at in 


the plans seem to be extraordinarily 
different : 
Per 1,000 population 

Basildon ie MD acres 
Bracknell ... 7 ~ 
Crawley 44 ” 
Harlow ... ae ae a 
Hatfield ... le Mae) iss 
Hemel Hempstead - Ki 
Stevenage ‘ au eee 
Welwyn ... es ae * 
Cwmbran ie as Wee a 
East Kilbride bo A 
Glenrothes weg 7 a 
Newton Aycliffe ... 8 oi 


But these figures may not all be strictly 
comparable. 


SOCIAL AMENITIES 


A good many small meeting places of one 
sort or another have been provided for the 
new areas of the towns. A few church 
halls have been completed, and most (not 
all) neighbourhoods have a club in an old 
building or a common room or small hall. 

There are, in the 14 new towns, about 
four new pubs, two common laundries, a few 
library branches in temporary premises, and 
One temporary cinema. Some towns, of 
course, have old centres with a much wider 
range of facilities. Others have not, and the 
absence of places for meetings and recreation 
is the most serious of their defects, as all 
the corporations recognise. Much ingenuity 
has been employed in adapting existing 
houses, farm buildings, sheds, and even 
stables and cow-byres, and residents have 
shown willingness to contribute labour and 
subscriptions to the limit of their means. 
But the problem is not yet solved. 


GENERAL DEVELOPMENT 


In all the towns large development works, 
including road construction and sewerage 
and water schemes, have gone well ahead of 
housing. Basildon, for example, has just 
constructed the first 2} miles of a trunk sewer 
which will run in a tunnel for three miles. 
Work has just begun on the great Mimram 
sewerage scheme which will serve Steven- 
age and Welwyn and other towns. Brack- 
nell, has, in 1953, made six miles of trunk 
sewers, and is now starting on a new sewage 
disposal works. For Crawley the regional 
water board has built a reservoir for 1,200 
million gallons, and the Borough of Hemel 
Hempstead has started a million-pound water 
scheme. Stevenage and Newton Aycliffe 
have built bridges under or over railways 
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to connect their industrial and residential 
areas. 

All corporations report that, as neighbour- 
hoods are completed or nearing completion, 
others are being opened up—which means 
very large road and drainage works and the 
laying of many miles of service pipes, lines, 
and wires. A number of the towns, includ- 
ing Corby, Cwmbran, East Kilbride, Glen- 
rothes, Hatfield, Hemel Hempstead, Newton 
Aycliffe, Peterlee, and Stevenage, are at work 
or about to start on the development of 
their main shopping centres, some of which 
include service industry zones, bus stations, 
and traders’ markets. Harlow’s main 
centre is expected to serve a surrounding 
population of 200,000. Hatfield and Brack- 
nell are opening up their new industrial 
zones, and Crawley has begun on a second 
zone, the first being practically full. 

All this development calls up a vision of 
bulldozers, gashes in the soil, and devasta- 
tion. But restoration and _ recultivation 
follow very quickly. In addition to the 
devoted work of more than 20,000 home 
gardeners, the corporations have beautified 
their landscapes with extensive planting. 
Harlow, as an example, has already planted 
48,500 trees and 8,000 ornamental shrubs, in 
addition to thousands of hedge plants. 


EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES 


Next to housing, the largest public 
expenditure on new town buildings is om 
schools. The rapid growth of the towns has 
made it difficult for the county councils, as 
education authorities, to keep pace with the 
needs, and in some towns schools are, for the 
time being, overcrowded. 


NOTES ON INDIVIDUAL TOWNS 

Basildon——With house production rapidly 
increasing, the need for new industries is 
accentuated. For a time there was difficulty 
in obtaining licences for factory buildings, 
but in 1953 the situation changed and pro- 
gress was encouraging. Part of the Marconi 
factory was completed and occupied, and 
other important industrial projects are im 
hand. Three schools, the first church, and 
19 more shops have been started. The 
greatest need now is for more community 
buildings and playing fields. 

Bracknell_—The first new industrial zone 
and the first neighbourhood shopping centre 
were begun in 1953, and the first new playing 
field opened. Five factories and two schools 
will be completed in 1954. Housing is welll 
away. Urban amenities now need attention. 

Crawley—Housing is at its peak speed, 
and the populaton will increase yearly by 
4,000 or 5,000. Conspicuous success has 
been attained in industrial development; 
local employment fully matches population 
growth. Community life is very actives 
there are 150 societies, and a need for much 
more accommodation for them. The sixth 
residential neighbourhood is to be developed 
in 1954, as well as a second industrial zone. 
Among buildings completed in 1953 were 
two new schools, a church, ten factories, 
many shops, and a traders’ market. 

Harlow.—Here also house production is 
at its peak. A neighbourhood representing 
a quarter of the town is approaching com- 
pletion, and its centre, The Stow, has become 
the hub of the new town’s life. In 1954 
development will concentrate on the westerm 
half ot the town, and work will begin on the 
main centre. As the town expects to have 
20,000 people by the end of 1954, early 
application for urban district powers is con- 
templated. 

Hatfield—Of the workers housed, more 
than half are employed in the de Havilland 
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aircraft factory. A new move is the building 
by the corporation of houses for sale and the 
letting of private building plots. The com- 
munal laundry started in 1953 was originally 
for flat dwellers, but it was found that the 
majority of these are childless couples who 
both work and who prefer to use a commer- 
cial laundry; so the scheme was extended to 
house occupiers also. There are now 50 
regular users. A shortage of private garages 
is reported. A secondary technical school 
was opened in December. 

Hemel Hempstead.—Adeyfield neighbour- 
hood is now virtually completed, and its 
Queen’s Square has 26 shops, two churches, 
hall, public-house, post-office, and service 
industry area. Bennetts End is now becom- 
ing a vigorous community but, like others, 
needs more social facilities. A third 
neighbourhood, Chaulden, is receiving its 
first occupiers. A start has been made on 
the main centre, the bus terminal being 
already in use. 

Stevenage.—Industrial development is now 
expanding vigorously and making heavy 
demands on housing. As housing extends 
further from the old centre, the need for new 
centres and meeting places is becoming acute. 
Nearness to the shopping centre of Old 
Stevenage has been an advantage both to 
former and new residents, and clubs and 
societies have brought both together. Site 
work on the new town centre will begin in 
1954. The home gardens are a striking fea- 
ture of the new town; and a competition for 
a silver cup opens this summer. 


Welwyn.—Events in 1953, besides exten- 
sive house-building, include the completion 
of new shops and offices in the main centre, 
the opening of the Queen’s Fountain (which 
has become a spectacular feature of the 
town) and a Coronation yachting pond, and 
the starting of the Ludwick Family Club and 
neighbourhood centre. The building of a 
large new factory for Murphy Radio was 
begun. The Howard secondary school and 
a Roman Catholic primary school were com- 
pleted and opened. 

Corby.—House-building by the corpora- 
tion, which only began in 1952, made good 
progress in 1953. The need of a new main 
shopping centre has been felt by inhabitants, 
and work is now well ahead on a market 
square with its first 35 shops, a bus station, 
and kiosks. Sites have been leased also to 
multiple firms to build their own shops, and 
to a brewer for the building of a pub. Three 
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schools are completed. 

Cwmbran.—Civil engineering work is in 
evidence on all sides, embankments for, river 
and railway crossings have been started, 
house-building is accelerating, and a new 
schoo] has been opened and two begun. 

East Kilbride—An important event of 
1952 was the opening of the Rolls Royce 
turbo-prop and jet engine factory in Novem- 
ber by the Minister of Works. This factory 
will employ 3,000 persons; in emergency up 
to 4,500. The factory has a big welfare hall 
which it is hoped may on occasion be avail- 
able for public use, since the shortage of 
community facilities is keenly felt. A cinema 
is particularly wanted. More shops are 
also needed, and it is desired to start on the 
town centre in 1954. 


Glenrothes—Active house-building con- 
tinues, a feature of 1953 being “ space- 
saving ” types of houses and cottages for dis- 
abled miners and their wives. A second 
shopping centre has made progress, and 
includes a community hall. In 1954 it is 
hoped to get on with the main town centre, 
cinema, hotel, public-house, and public 
hall for 700. 


Newton Aycliffe——In 1953 the first school 
and the thousandth house were completed. 
The end of 1952 saw the opening of the first 
pub—* The Iron Horse,” called after the 
local name for George Stephenson’s Joco- 
motive, which passed the site on its epic run 
to Stockton in 1825. The present community 
centre, converted from stables and a cow- 
byre, is now grossly inadequate, and more 
meeting places are urgently needed. Three 
religious bodies have bought sites, and will 
start soon on the first sections of their build- 
ings. Work will begin on the town centre 
in 1954, : 

Peterlee.—The public inquiry into the 
plan, called for April, 1953, was cancelled 
—because there were no objections. Roads 
and sewers for the 42-acre factory zone were 
completed in 1953, and the first factory of 
70,000 sq. ft., for textile manufacture, was 
begun. The special problem is the co- 
ordination of planning and building with 
coal mining. A novel detached two-bedroom 
house, with foundations to minimise sub- 
sidence, has proved exiremely popular. 
Single-block three-storey flats, also with 
small-area foundations, are another new 
type. Work on a regional technical college 
has begun, and the first infants’ school is 
almost completed. 


A new residential area at Basildon. 
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-SOUTH ST. PANCRAS 
Students’ Development Plan 


GTUDENTS of the town planning depar. 
ment of University College, Londo 
University, have, under the direction 9 
Professor Sir William Holford, FRIBA, heaj 
of the department, prepared a re-develop. 
ment plan for South St. Pancras as part of 
their diploma course. They expounded the 
plan and described their survey of the area a 
a meeting at the Housing Centre recently, 
The area is some 960 acres in extent and js 
bounded by Regents Park on the weg, 
Euston-road on the south and railways to the 
north and east. The students’ developmen 
plan prescribes for the next 60 years, and 
the best opportunities for comprehensive fe. 
development appear to lie in the area between 
Regents Park and Hampstead-road, at the 
rear of the Nash terraces facing Regents 
Park, where considerable war damage 
occurred to the old houses, which are jp 
poor condition. Apart from this area, war 
damage was neither extensive nor concen- 
trated. The major group of buildings of 
architectural and historical interest are the 
Nash terraces, including St. Katharine’ 
Chapel by Ambrose Poynter, which has 
been restored for use by the Danish con- 
munity in London. 


It was pointed out that the area contains 
the termini of Euston, St. Pancras and Kings 
Cross, all of which are in the provisional 
list of buildings to be preserved prepared 
by the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government ‘under the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1947. Railway land occupies 
nearly one-third of the area. The plan 
assumes that all railway lines in London will 
be electrified and proposes to reclaim some 
of the residential land by covering over the 
cutting from Chalk Farm to Euston and re- 
organising freight traffic distribution to re- 
lease the St. Pancras goods depot for re 
development. 


New Roads 


Proposals for road traffic routes include the 
provision*of a new road of adequate width, 
by-passing the Camden High-street shopping 
centre, with restricted access to residential 
areas to discourage traffic through them, 
and the conversion of Euston-road by a series 
of roundabouts and flyovers to give a con- 
tinuous traffic flow without the hindrance of 
control lights. The shopping area of Camden 
High-street is gradually regrouped in the 
south-west angle of the’ junction with Park- 
way as a pedestrian precinct, and car parks 
at the rear of the existing frontages as 4 
first step. Here too, will be concentrated the 
Town Hall and other civic buildings. 

New housing is to be largely in flats and 
maisonettes, and in the early stages a limited 
number of houses ‘are to be rehabilitated 
to give modern amenities. The Nash terraces 
overlooking Regents Park are to be preserved 
for residential purposes as hotels and univer 
sity hostels, since conversion into flats 1s 
not physically nor economically feasible. 
Schools will be provided to Ministry of 
Education standards for London, the primary 
schools eventually being in close relation to 
each residential neighbourhood. Secondary 
education is to be secured by the provision 
of two comprehensive high schools, each for 
800 pupils. Some industries are tied to theit 
present sites for the period of the plan by 
the processes involved or the life of theit 
buildings. Of the remainder, service 10 
dustry is to be grouped within the residential 
districts. 
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THE NEW PLANNING BILL 
Some Questions Arising 


From a Legal Correspondent 


READERS who have learnt of the pro- 

visions contained in the new 92-page 
Town and Country Planning Bill may be in- 
terested to read of the difficulties that are 
being experienced in practice by those who 
have dealings in land. In one case an owner 
had a plot of land in respect of which he 
had submitted a claim against the global 
sum under the Town and Country Planning 
Act, 1947. The Central Land Board accepted 
his contention and agreed a figure. The 
owner accepted their determination. Later 
in 1952 he exchanged this plot of land with 
a local authority for another plot. The two 
plots were similar in size and the claim was 
not assigned. 

The plot which he received in exchange 
had previously been purchased by the local 
authority at existing use value from a pre- 
vious Owner who did not appear to have 
made a claim against the global fund. The 
local authority had subsequently built houses 
in the area to the boundaries of the owner’s 
present plot, and although he has obtained 
planning permission for building develop- 
ment he fears that the local authority, to 
round off their own development, may again 
acquire the site, compulsorily if agreement 
cannot be reached. 


A DIFFICULT POSITION 


Under the provisions of the Bill this 
appears to place the owner in a difficult posi- 
tion. When he exchanged the plots he re- 
tained his claim on the global fund. The 
Bill does provide for the realisation of this 
sum on certain events which include sales, 
gifts, tenancy agreements, but no provision 
is made for an exchange. In the normal 
course of events an exchange would not 
have resulted in loss; one site with planning 
permission may be equal to another. The 
complication arises from the purported plans 
of the local authority. For, if the local 
authority purchase, the provisions of the 
Act provide that they shall pay existing use 
value plus what is termed “ urfexpended bal- 
ance of established development value.” 
This is meant to cover any residue of a claim 
not yet compensated, but on the facts in this 
case the owner has not got a claim on his 
existing holding because no claim was ever 
made by the original owner. Thus on sale 
only existing use value would be paid. 

Another important point arises where a 
building plot has been purchased at a cer- 
tain sum in 1947, and in 1949 has been soid 
at a much less sum with an agreement which 
contains a clause that when the final terms 
between X and Y are agreed, Y, the pur- 
chaser, should pay the difference between the 
amount ultimately received from the Central 
Land Board and an amount representing the 
reduction in selling price from 1947 to 1949. 
The claim was admitted and the difference 
paid over in accordance with the terms of the 
agreement. Y, the purchaser, then had to 
consider the effect of the new Town and 
Country Planning Bill. Assuming the plot 
had been bought in 1949 for £80 and the 
claim was admitted at £190 (unrestricted 
value £200, restricted value £10) the effect 
of S.6(4) (b) of the new Bill was to reduce 
the amount payable under the claim. 

The value of the holding, in this case £190, 
was to be reduced by the amount by which 
the sale price, £80, exceeded the restricted 
value £10, namely £70. The purchaser thus 
felt that he might have to pay a further £70 
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under the terms of the contract and wondered 
whether it would be advantageous to him to 
purchase the claim against the global sum 
at the value of the holding so that he might 
escape this extra contractual liability and 
would be able to recover the amount as a 
claim under clause 4 of the Bill, as he had 
already paid a development charge in respect 
of the land. By Clause 66 of the Bill an 
assignment had to take place before the date 
of the commencement of the Act and there- 
fore there was little time to waste 


As the holder was already entitled to an 
interest in the relevant land he was excluded 
by S.2(3) of the Town and Country Planning 
Act, 1953, from the necessity of obtaining 
the approval of the Central Land Board al- 
though he had to notify them within a month 
of the assignment. But the purchaser was 
forgetting the symmetry of the Act. As the 
seller’s claim was reduced to £120 by the 
fact that altogether he had received more 
than he should, Y, without the necessity of 
receiving an assignment, had a claim under 
clause 12 of the Bill. The claims together, 
by reason of clause 13, could not exceed the 
value of the holding, £190, but the most im- 
portant words occur in clause 12(2): “the 
Central Land Board are satisfied that the 
consideration for the previous purchase or 
the tenancy, as the case may be, did not 
wholly exclude the development value of the 
interest in land to which the claim holding 
related, as measured by the value of the 
claim holding.” The consideration of £80 
was £70 above the restricted value of £10, and 
that £70 constituted part of the development 
value of the interest in land. 


From this it appears that there is no need 
for the purchaser to consider assigning his 
land in view of the fact that the amount of 
any liability under contract will be met by 
the amount that he will receive in his claim. 


FROZEN PIPES 


Ministry Circular on Need for 
Protection from Frost 


TTHE Ministry of Housing and Local 

Government have issued a circular (No. 
34/54, dated April 12) to housing authorities 
on the need for adequate protection of 
pipes against frost. The circular states that 
the Minister has been concerned at the re- 
ports he has received about the effect of the 
very cold weather at the end of January 
and beginning of February this year on the 
water systems in many local authority houses. 


The circular continues: The Minister 
stressed in the Technical Appendices to the 
Housing Manuals, 1944, and 1949, the im- 
portance of protecting plumbing against frost, 
both by well planned layout of the system 
and by additional protection where necessary. 
The latest advice is given in Appendix G 
of the Technical Appendices to the Housing 
Manual, 1949, which begins by saying: “ The 
protection of domestic water supply systems 
against frost deserves considerably more 
attention than it commonly receives,” and 
goes on to point out, among other things— 


(i) the service pipe should enter the 
building at least 2 ft. 6 in. below the 
ground level and rise at least 2 ft. away 
from the external wall; 


(ii) pipes should be run on_ internal 


walls; 

(iii) where pipes cannot be kept away 
from external walls, out of draughts, or 
well away from ventilators, they should 
be lagged; 
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(iv) the roof space is not a good place 
for the cistern particularly when thermal 
insulation has been provided in or on the 
ceiling. If the cistern must be housed 
there, the tank and all pipes should be 
efficiently lagged; pipes, particularly the 
rising main, should not enter the roof space 
near the eaves; and the tank and pipes 
should not be exposed to cold draughts; 


(v) the great majority of building by- 
laws now permit the fixing of soil and 
waste stacks within the building (the 
model by-laws allow this); 


(vi) the second WC, when installed in an 
unheated outbuilding, should have its 
supply pipe, flushing cistern and overflow 
earefully lagged. 


The Model Water By-laws cover the pro- 
tection of water pipes against frost dam- 
age. No. 20 requires that every water fitting 
(other than temporary ones, warning or other 
overflow pipes) laid where it is liable to dam- 
age by frost or other cause shall be reason- 
ably protected from such damage or injury. 


The Minister is satisfied, the circular con- 
tinues, that the recommendations in the exist- 
ing Housing Manuals and their Technical 
appendices if properly applied, provide 
adequate protection against the conditions 
normally to be expected in this country. 


The Minister has been studying the report 
of a sample survey made by his Regional 
Officers of the incidence of burst pipes in 
over 200,000 post-war houses throughout the 
country. While the available evidence sug- 
gests that post-war houses fared rather better 
than pre-war houses, it indicates that in Eng- 
land as a whole 8.5 per cent. of the post-war 
houses suffered damage to their water sys- 
tems. In some localities, and particularly 
in Wales, the figure was very much higher. 


It is clear that much more needs to be done 
to give effect to the recommendations re- 
ferred to. 

The Minister, therefore, reminds all hous- 
ing authorities of the great importance of 
carrying out these necessary frost precau- 
tions. Any additional expenditure in carry- 
ing them out will be small compared with 
the cost of repairing burst pipes and making 
good the damage they cause. 


The circular adds that the Minister has 
already drawn the attention of the Federa- 
tion of Registered House-builders, the Insti- 
tute of Plumbers and the Royal Institute of 
British Architects to these matters and has 
asked them to do all they can within their 
own particular spheres of influence to im- 
prove the present position. 


South Downs Building Ban 


The Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has dismissed appeals by 
Braybons, Ltd., the Brighton builders, against 
Brighton Corporation’s refusal of permission 
to develop the Westdean estate at Withdean. 
The Minister states that he agrees with the 
corporation that the development of the 
northern portion of the site, which occupies 
a prominent position near the top of an open 
ridge and extends to within a few yards of 
Patcham windmill. would seriously detract 
from the appearance of this part of the 
South Downs 


City and Guilds Report 


The report of the council of the City and 
Guilds of London Institute covering Janu- 
ary 1 to September 30, 1953, has been issued 
and can be obtained from the Secretary at 
Gresham College, Basinghall-street, EC2. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Housing Repairs and Rents Bill 


ON April 14 the Housing Repairs and 
Rents Bill came up for third reading. 


Mr. MarPLeEs, Parliamentary Secretary 
to the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government, said that the measure was the 
next step in a comprehensive housing policy. 
It was only by building the 300,000 new 
houses that the Minister had gained the room 
for manoeuvre which was necessary before 
this Bill could be brought forward. 

The Bill was never intended as a compre- 
hensive review of the Rent Restriction Acts, 
but some hardships had been corrected, It 
would encourage people to build houses for 
letting and to convert existing premises for 
letting. In those directions they expected 
to see a great deal of activity. The Oppo- 
sition claimed that rent tribunals should 
fix the rents of these houses, but any man 
investing money and labour in an enter- 
prise wanted to have some certainty before- 
hand of what his return would be. Slum 
clearance, which had been in abeyance since 
1939, would be resumed under the Bill. A 
circular had been issued to local authorities 
to inject into them a sense of urgency in 
dealing with slums and to give them a target. 
All members knew of Victorian mansions 
which were now standing idle and which, 
with ingenuity, could be converted into 
reasonable places for old people. The 
Government, with the advice of the Central 
Housing Advisory Committee, would encour- 
age local authorities to do this. The Govern- 
ment welcomed the suggestion that it would 
be possible in certain circumstances to con- 
vert and improve back-to-back houses so that 
they could be made tolerable to live in. The 
Minister of Housing, after visiting Leeds, 
had asked what could be done with these 
houses, and he had been advised that con- 
versions could be made, especially if good 
ventilation were used. The Government 
would pursue this suggestion. 


Conversion of Old Houses 


To demonstrate the improvement in the 
technique of converting houses, the Govern- 
ment had prepared for exhibition at the 
Ideal Home Exhibition this year a repre- 
sentation of four old houses; two were con- 
verted by horizontal conversion into flats; 
the third was left as an old house; and the 
fourth was a technical exhibit showing im- 
provements. Unfortunately for the Govern- 
ment they spent most of the money which 
was allotted to the project long before the 
date for erecting the buildings at the exhibi- 
tion; then there was the electricians’ strike, so 
they found themselves with most of the 
money spent and nothing to show for it. The 
Minister was going to retrieve the sityation 
by having the building, which was now lying 
in a builder’s yard, erected on a site in Ox- 
ford-street, London, for three months, during 
which he would invite Members of Parlia- 
ment and local authorities to see what could 
be done technically, and then invite local 
authorities to have similar exhibitions in their 
areas. 


The Government hoped to encourage 
minor improvements, especially the installa- 
tion of fuel-saving appliances, which would 
burn solid fuel and lessen the possibilities 
of smog. It was hard to get some tenants 
to agree to the removal of an old grate or 
stove to which they were attached, but the 
Government hoped to get better appliances 
installed by appealing to the imagination 
of the citizens, especially by the intro- 
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duction of smokeless zones in the cities. 
The Minister also hoped to lay before 
the House under the 1949 Act an altera- 
tion in the amount which had to be spent 
to qualify for an improvement grant. Now 
it was not less than £150, but this would be 
reduced to £100. He claimed that it had 
required much courage, resource and ingenu- 
ity to bring in this Bill, and it had not made 
the Minister widely popular. But, provided 
the local authorities co-operated enthusiastic- 
ally, as he believed they would, and Members 
of Parliament tried to help, the Bill would be 
a worthwhile second step in the Govern- 
ment’s housing policy. 


Municipal Ownership Advocated 


Mr. BLENKINSOP said that although the 
Opposition’s opportunities for moving 
amendments had been cut short by the guillo- 
tine, the Standing Committee, which was con- 
sidering the Scottish Bill, was still sitting, 
and concessions of some value had been 
conceded by the Government there. The 
Government should give an undertaking that 
when the English Bill reached the House of 
Lords similar concessions would be granted. 
The proposal, introduced late in the Com- 
mittee proceedings, to alter the effect of the 
Rent Acts, showed clearly that the Govern- 
ment hoped to rid themselves of the incubus 
of those Acts altogether. The Bill would 
do nothing to help make better use of ac- 
commodation. That could only be done by 
bringing all this property under the control 
of the local authorities, who had not gene- 
rally shown themselves to be well aware of 
the importance of this issue of exchange. 
The Bill would cause hardships and would in- 
evitably force thousands more people on to 
the Assistance Board. The Opposition felt 
it wrong that private landlords should feel 
that they had some title to income in per- 
petuity from property that should have been 
replaced at their cost years ago in many 
cases. The Opposition would do all they 
could to defend tenants against increases 
which, in many cases, would be wholly un- 
just and unwarranted and would also call 
upon owners and tenants together to give 
them power as early as possible to deal with 
the problem by municipal ownership. 

In the subsequent debate, Mr. GRAEME 
Fincay referred particularly to Clause 32, 
which related to the new towns. He said that 
under the present law development corpora- 
tions were prevented from pooling rents, 
and it was thought it would be desirable to 
have equalisation to stop that arising., It 
was extraordinary that when the costs of 
building were falling development corpora- 
tions should be asking for this clause. The 
fears of the tenants, however, were mostly 
about the prospect of rent increases under 
the clause. There was undoubtedly some 
evidence that the houses in the develop- 
ment area of the Harlow Development 
Corporation were not being constructed as 
they should be. He did not suppose they 
were worse than any other large-scale build- 
ing operations, but these new towns were 
meant to be the latest thing in architectural 
design, and they should give a lead to the 
nation. 


“Rent Strikes” Threat 


Mr. DE Freitas spoke of the talk of rent 
strikes if the Bill became law, and said this 
talk had arisen chiefly because there had 
been inadequate discussion in committee. 


Mr. BEvAN said that one of the unfor- 
tunate results of the guillotine had been that 
they had not been able to have the sort of 
debates that the newspapers considered it 
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worthwhile reporting, and hence large num- 
bers of people did not know what had been 
prepared for them. This was a slum-pre- 
servation measure, and it was a rent-raising 
measure. The Opposition regarded it as 
very sharp practice that the Minister should 
have introduced in committee the contro- 
versial clause which would bring al! rent 
control to an end in respect of conversions 
and new houses. There was to be no protec- 
tion at all for people in our crowded cities 
who wanted flats and other accommodation, 
What the Minister had done was to enable 
conversions to be made and houses to be 
built with no protection at all given to the 
tenants. It was taking advantage of the 
housing scarcity in order to put large sums 
of money into the pockets of housing 
profiteers. We had slums in Great Britain 
because private landlordism in small property 
had failed. The Opposition would have 
saved the nation large sums of money and 
large sums of capital investment by making 
available better use of existing accommoda- 
tion by handing over all this small property 
to local authorities. Unless the Govern- 
ment took the Bill back they would be sign- 
ing their own death sentence. 


Unsubsidised Houses To Let 


Mr. MAcMILLAN, the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government, said he had been 
worried because, of the privately built 
houses, so few had been for letting purposes 
—only about six per cent. He was anxious 
to see whether they could not get back into 
the market for the building of houses with- 
out drawing upon the subsidy, either from 
the Central Government or from the rates, 
houses and flats for letting and conversions 
of old houses for that purpose. 

With regard to new towns, he was sure 
the development corporations could be 
trusted. He looked forward in the future 
to being able to run two scoreboards, one 
showing the houses built monthly and the 
other the monthly score of houses de- 
molished. The Ministry intended to set 
about this problem with new effort and new 
impetus. In regard to Part IL there were 


‘roughly one million houses that ought to be 


pulled down. Let them try to pull them 
down. There were also something of the 
order of five million houses which could be 
preserved and must be preserved by ordi- 
nary current repairs, if those repairs could 
be done in a proper way. If the Government 
plan was fair, and worked, they would have 
earned the people’s gratitude. 

The third reading was carried by 296 votes 
to 262. 


The Budget 


On April 12, during the closing stages of 
the House of Commons debate on the 
Budget proposals, Mr. HERVEY Ruopes, the 
Labour member for Ashton-under-Lyme, 
raised the question of factory buildings, and 
took as an example buildings in the United 
States. He explained that the reason he 
raised the matter was because we should 
never get the right machinery to put into 
the factories until we had got the right 
factories to put the machinery into. Re- 
searches had been made into the question 
of the relation between machinery invest- 
ment and building investment. American 
engineers had been producing adaptable 
buildings. They were adaptable in the sense 
that they provided a large amount of space 
between obstructions, so, that, when new 
machines were designed, they could be put 
in without being unduly restricted in size, 
and in his opinion, that was one of the 
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reasons for the success of the American 
manufacturing industry. We must tackle the 
job here. The new Budget scheme gave no 
immediate incentive to erect new buildings 
at all. Let the engineers get on with the 
‘ob of designing the machines which they 


‘yould like to design, but, first of all, let us 


give these men a chance to do the job by 
providing suitable buildings for them to go 


10. 
What were the Government going to do, 
for instance, for the cotton textile industry? 
Were they going to let it rot in old buildings? 
They could not do that, but they must apply 
new methods. He suggested the establish- 
ment of a corporation similar in structure 
to the Industrial and Commercial Finance 
Corporation, whereby provision could be 
made for buildings to be supplied on an 
engineering basis. The old ideas had gone 
ty the board, as American industry has 
moved. American engineers could produce 
iuildings in seven different types, each 
applicable to a different type of industry. 
There was a certain type of building suitable 
for the textile industry, another for light 
engineering, another for chemicals and 
another for heavy engineering. It could be 
done. If industry, with all the difficulties 
facing it today in getting decent prices, or 
even any margins at all, on some of the 
export trade, could look forward to a future 
in which it could get new factories on a low 
capital cost basis, built by engineers and 
financed by such a corporation as he had 
suggested, they could let the factories to 
the manufacturers, which would make a vast 
difference. 

Industrialists did not really care whether 
they owned the buildings or not. All they 
wanted was to be able to manufacture with 
ateasonable amount of security of tenure. 
What they did not want was the basis which 
they had seen operating at Harlow, because 
if buildings were erected on a basis of £3 


| a square foot, a monkey was placed on the 


shoulders of industry of which it would never 
te tid. Industry could not afford buildings 
at £3 per square foot capitalised at 5 per 
cent. For a factory of 10,000 square feet, it 
would mean a basis of £30 per week. That 
could not be done. He therefore appealed 
to the Chancellor of the Exchequer and the 
President of the Board of Trade to give some 
thought to this question. It was not a 
party matter, but one in which they could 
get a tremendous amount of support from 
industrialists. 


Mr. BUTLER, in his reply, said he was very 
much impressed by Mr. Hervey Rhodes’s 
speech, He would deal with the question of 
technical buildings, which Mr. Rhodes had 
raised, during the Finance Bill debate. 


OTHER BUSINESS 


Aerodromes and Property Values 


In the House of Lords on April 7, Lorp 
Tevior called attention to the loss in value 
of property contiguous to aerodromes, and 
Urged the Government to appoint a Royal 
Commission to investigate the subject. He 
spoke of the bad effect which the noise from 
kt bombers had on life and homes, and 
pleaded with the Government to give the 
matter their serious attention. 

Among the many peers who supported 
this plea was Lorp SILKIN. He said this was 
4 burden which individual citizens ought not 
‘0 be expected to bear. There should be 
a automatic right for people suffering from 
loss of enjoyment of their property or depre- 
‘lation of its value to go to a tribunal and 
st compensation, and even in extreme cases 
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to require those committing the nuisance to 
acquire the property at a reasonable price. 

THE EARL OF SELKIRK, replying for the 
Government, said that the requirements of 
defence were the dominating factor. The 
Government were restricted in their choice 
of airfields. Work was now being done to 
try to reduce the noise from aircraft. A 
special device was being used for de-tuning 
jet engines during tests. It was still in the 
experimental stage, but results were encour- 
aging. A committee of the Ministry of 
Supply was examining the matter. 


Timber Imports 

On April 12 Mr. Gipson asked the 
Minister of State, Board of Trade, as repre- 
senting the Minister of Materials, if he 
would make a statement on the report of 
the Monopolies Commission on imported 
timber and the steps he was taking to deal 
with the Commissioner’s report that the 
agreements and undertakings by traders to 
deal only with each other were contrary to 
the public interest, 

Mr. HEATHCOAT Amory said that, follow- 
ing discussions with the Minister of 
Materials, the constituent sections of the 
Timber Trade Federation of the United 
Kingdom had now decided to abrogate the 
agreements and undertakings by traders on 
the “ approved lists” to deal only with each 
other—thus giving effect to the recom- 
mendation of the Monopolies Commission. 

Mr. Gisson asked whether, in view of the 
importance of timber to the housing pro- 
gramme, the Minister anticipated any drop 
in price. 

Mr. HEATHCOAT Amory said that he had 
every hope that timber would be sold at 
competitive prices, because the timber traders 
had to get back the place they had lost to 
some extent through substitute materials. 


Building By-laws 

On April 13, SiR HAROLD SUTCLIFFE asked 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment what was the number of local authori- 
ties which were charged with the duty of 
preparing building ‘by-laws affecting the 
minimum height of rooms; how many had 
already submitted them for approval; and 
in how many cases his approval had been 
given, or had been withheld. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that 1,336 local 
authorities had to revise their building by- 
laws. 1.309 had new by-laws confirmed or 
about to be confirmed; discussions were con- 
tinuing with 14, and 13 had not submitted 
drafts. Nearly all the authorities had 
adopted the new model by-law prescribing 
7 ft. 6in. as the minimum height of rooms. 
He refused approval in about 100 cases to 
a proposal to insist on a greater height, and 
in almost all of these the model provision 
bad now been adopted. 

Sir HAROLD SUTCLIFFE asked the Minister 
to what extent uniformity had been obtained 
as regards the building by-laws of local 
authorities; and what special circumstances 
there were in the cases of three out of 126 
local authorities in Lancashire which caused 
him to agree to a greater height than 
7 ft. 6 in. for first-floor rooms. 


Mr. MACMILLAN said that uniformity had 
been attained to a very large extent and he 
was grateful to local authorities for their 
co-operation. The special circumstances 
about which his hon. friend inquired were 
smoke-laden humid atmosphere, low sun- 
shine record, and, in two cases, high density. 
The variation was in respect of ground-floor, 
not first-floor rooms. 
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Factory Building 

On April 13 Sir IAN FRASER asked the 
President of the Board of Trade how much 
factory building was authorised in the first 
quarter of this year compared with the totals 
in the corresponding quarter of the preceding 
three years. 

Mr. HENRY STRAUSS said that the answer 
was:— 


Area 
Date. Projects approved. sq. ft. 
First quarter 1954 524 10,733,000 
a 1953 373 7,051,000 
1952 235 5,077,000 
1951 480 10,360,000 


These figures related to new factories and 
extensions exceeding 5,000 sq. ft. which 
the Board of Trade had certified under 
Section 14(4) of the Town and Country Plan- 
ning Act, 1947, as consistent with the proper 
distribution of industry. 


The Planning Bills 


On April 13, Cot. THORNTON-KEMSLEY 
asked the Prime Minister if he would cause 
the Town and Country Planning Bill and 
the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) 
Bill, two almost identical measures of great 
length and complexity, to be withdrawn and 
re-presented after the Easter recess in a 
form which would enable a combined Bill 
to go before one standing committee instead 
of two, thus avoiding repetitive debates on 
the same principles, saving the time of many 
members and officials, and much public 
expense. 

SiR WINSTON CHURCHILL said he would 
not. The complexity of the matters with 
which these measures dealt and the differ- 
ences in the laws of the two countries made 
it impracticable to have a single measure 
applying to both. 

Cot. THORNTON-KEMSLEY asked if, in 
future, every endeavour would be made to 
save time and expense by adding a few 
additional clauses to United Kingdom legisla- 
tion to cover the special circumstances of 
Scottish law and land tenure. 


SiR WINSTON CHURCHILL said he was ad- 
vised that to attempt to apply the English 
measure to Scotland in this case would add 
greatly to its complexity and would involve 
a Scottish application clause of indigestible 
length and complication. 

Subsequently, Standing Committee “C” of 
the House of Commons gave further con- 
sideration to the Town and Country Plan- 
ning Bill, Clause 2 (Amounts of established 
claims, and general principle of apportion- 
ment) was, after some discussion, ordered 
to stand part of the Bill. Clause 3 (Claim 
holdings and their areas and values) was 
under consideration when the committee 
adjourned until Thursday, April 29. 
Historic Buildings 

On April 14, in reply to Mr. Hucu 
FRASER, SiR Davip EccLes said that on the 
recommendation of the Historic Buildings 
Council for England, he had adopted a 
suggestion made by Lord Methuen, and set 
up a Historic Buildings Bureau. This Bureau 
would assist a committee of the Historic 
Buildings Council to find uses for important 
historic buildings. 

The Bureau would keep the committee 
informed of historic houses for which a new 
use was required and of persons who might 
occupy or purchase such houses. Anyone 
looking for accommodation of a kind which 
could be provided by a historic house should 
write to the Director of the Historic Buildings 
Bureau at Romney House, Marsham-street, 
SWl. 
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On April 15, Mr. JoHN DUGDALE asked the 
Minister of Works if he would state the 
number of applications for assistance so far 
made to the Historic Buildings Council for 
England and Wales; and how many of these 
had been granted. 


Sir Davip ECccteEs said that the Historic 
Buildings Council for England had received 
150 applications, and so far had approved 22 
grants. The Historic Buildings Council for 
Wales had received 23 applications and he 
had approved 3 grants. He was at present con- 
sidering further recommendations for grants 
from both Councils. 


London Housing 


On April 15 Mr. DEEDEs called attention 
to the problems arising out of the decanting 
of the overspill of population of London. 
He pointed out that the LCC had said that 
between 300,000 and 400,000 Londoners 
must be accommodated outside London in 
the next 15 years in new or developed towns. 
This process of emigration from London 
would raise many problems in industry and 
agriculture. Before there was any move- 
ment of people on this scale there must be 
reasonable assurance of employment for 
them, and also for the inhabitants of the 
new towns into which they moved. Industrial 
development must not be allowed to lag 
behind, and he felt that the question of 
erecting in the reception areas factories to 
be let at rents attractive to industrialists 
would have to be considered. 


Mr. HENRY BROOKE emphasised that in 
two or three years the LCC would be bank- 
rupt of land for industrial development. 


Mr. MaArPLES, Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment, agreed that housing and industrial 
development should, as far as possible, be 
kept in step. The LCC estimated that 40,000 
families must be housed outside the county 
in the first five years of the plan, and 
upwards of another 200,000 in the following 
five years. They estimated that in the next 
five years they would displace 25,000 families 
and rehouse 60,000, and in the next 15 years 
displace 70,000 and rehouse 100,000. Even 
with active redevelopment of the inner part 
of London there was not enough room in 
the County of London to satisfy latent hous- 
ing needs. They had to redevelop the centre 
of London and expand somewhere outside 
the green belt. The two things must be 
done simultaneously. At one time it was 
thought that every house should have a large 
garden and that there were to be wide streets, 
but gradually those Utopian ideas had come 
down to the level of what they could afford 
in both land and money. Many persons 
would have to accept flats, often in large 
blocks, though British tradition, on the 
whole, was still opposed to flats. The total 
number of houses that might be built to 
meet the overspill requirements of London 
and the provinces was unlikely at a rough 
estimate to exceed a maximum of 14,000 to 
15,000 a year. 


Fire Protection 


One of the latest booklets published by 
the Fire Protection Association is entitled 
“Fire Protection of Country Houses,” and 
illustrates the causes of fires in many country 
houses, and the way they can be avoided. 
Copies are obtainable from the Association’s 
offices at 15, Queen-street, EC4. 
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,CHILDREN ON UNATTENDED BUILDING SITES 


Contractors’ Liabilities in the Event of Accidents 


[By a Correspondent] 


HE recent case of Davis v. St. Mary’s 
Demolition and Excavation Co., Ltd. 
(1954) 1 WLR 592, has shown that the build- 
ing contractor must take every care to see 
that the building site is left either secure 
from trespass or in such condition that 
children cannot injure themselves by play- 
ing with the materials on the site. 


The facts of the case are that the St. 
Mary’s Demolition Co. were engaged ip 
demolishing houses for the City of London. 
At the back of these houses was a wall 
which separated the houses from a cleared 
bombed site and on this site children were 
in the habit of playing. During the course 
of demolition the separating wall was 
knocked down and this left the way clear 
for the children to wander from the bombed 
site to the demolition site, where by now 
only a part of one house remained. 

One Sunday, the plaintiff, a boy of 12, 
went to the demolition side with some of 
his friends. The boys, with the aid of some 
piping that they found lying about, started 
to pull away loose bricks on the rear wall 
of the remaining house. The wall collapsed 
and the plaintiff was injured. 


Wall Left in Unsafe Condition 


The plaintiff sued for damages on the 
ground that he was not a trespasser but a 
licensee, and that the defendant company 
were negligent in leaving the wall in an 
unsafe condition. Mr. Justice Ormerod, in 
his judgment, held that the contractors were 
under no obligation to put a hoarding round 
the site, but that they had left the wall in 
such a condition that only a small amount 
of interference would cause a collapse. 


The next question before the Judge was 
whether plaintiff was a trespasser or 
whether he was on the premises by the 
licence or invitation of the defendant com- 
pany. 

The evidence was that whenever children 
were seen to come on to the site they were 
at once ordered off by the workmen, and 
nobody in authority had ever allowed them 
to remain there, and the Judge accordingly 
held the plaintiff to be trespassing at the 
time of the accident. _ i a 

However, the matter did not end there 
because the law as stated by Lord Atkin in 
the case of Donoghue v. Stevenson (1932) 
AC 580 is: “You must take reasonable 
care to avoid acts or omissions which you 
can reasonably foresee would be likely to 
injure your neighbour. Who then in law, 
is my neighbour? The answer seems to be 
—persons who are so closely and directly 
affected by my act that I ought reasonably 
to have them in contemplation as being so 
affected, when I am directing my mind to 
the acts or. omissions which are called in 
question.” 


The Foreman’s Duty 


Mr. Justice Ormerod following this dicta 
then said that the defendants’ foreman, and 
thus the company, knew that the children 
were in the habit of coming on to the 
demolition site. Therefore he (the fore- 
man) should have asked himself, when con- 
sidering whether the premises were safe or 
not “ Are children likely to come on to this 
site? If they do, are they likely to inter- 
fere with the brickwork? ” 


The learned Judge considered that the 
foreman would be bound to answer the first 
question in the affirmative from his previous 
experience of the children on the site, and 
as regards the second question the Judge 
said “ . . . jt seems one of the most likely 
things that in the course of an afternoon's 
play there would be some interference with 
some part of a building such as that in the 
course of demolition, which must offer q 
constant allurement and temptation to any 
child who is within sight of it.” 


In these circumstances it was held that 
notwithstanding the fact that the boy was a 
trespasser the contractors did not take the 
necessary precaution to prevent injury to 
him, and the boy thus succeeded in his 
claim and was awarded £750 damages. 


This is the second reported case within a 
few weeks when children have been injured 
playing on unattended building sites. In 
both cases the accident happened on a Sun- 
day, and the danger is on those days when 
the workmen are away. Contractors would 
be well advised to take such practical pre- 
cautions as they can before leaving sites 
and in addition warn the police of the cir- 
cumstances so that the constable on his beat 
can keep an eye on the danger. In addi- 
tion, in certain cases, it might be worthwhile 
to insure against such accidents. 


BUILDING SURVEYORS’ 
INSTITUTE 


The Benefits of Incorporation 


THE GENERAL SECRETARY of the Building 
Surveyors’ Institute has just issued a report 
to members. On the subject of Incorpora- 
tion the report states: 


The various formalities have now been 
completed by which the members of the 
Institute are able to receive the benefits of 
incorporation. The procedure which _ has 
been adopted was complicated because of 
the understandable objections of other 
bodies of surveyors and the danger of con- 
fusion between such bodies and the Build- 
ing Surveyors’ Institute. These have now 
been overcome by the formation of a body 
registered as a limited company under the 
Companies Act, with the title of “ SOBS.” 
This company has been formed for the pur- 
pose of entering into an agreement with the 
Building Surveyors’ Institute whereby it 
acquires the whole of the assets and 
liabilities of the Institute, including the name, 
and in consideration of this, the members of 
the Institute are indemnified against all 
debts, liabilities, contracts, engagements and 
obligations, and all actions, claims and 
demands in respect thereof. 


SOBS, Ltd., having acquired the Insti- 
tute, the name is retained exactly as 
previously, i.e, The Building Surveyors’ 
Institute, and all members of that Institute, 
continue in membership as previously, but 
free from all liability other than subscrip- 
tions. It would appear that in view of the 
arrangements made there will now be no 
objection to the use of designatory letters, 
the issue of membership certificates, and, it 
it is hoped, the use of the description, 
Registered Building Surveyor. 
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THIRD PARTY INSURANCE 
FOR BUILDERS 


Revised LMBA Memorandum 


HE London Master Builders’ Association 

have issued a revised edition of the 
memorandum on public liability (or third 
party) insurance that was prepared by a 
committee of the Association in 1949 and 
jssued in 1950. The new memorandum is 
issued by the LMBA with Information 
Circular No. 5/1954. The text of the 
memorandum is as follows:— 

The object of the Committee set up in 
1949 was to investigate public liability insur- 
ance from the point of view of the ordinary 
builder, and this document incorporates a 
number of points which have arisen as a 
result of members’ experiences since the 
original memorandum was issued in 1950. 
The Committee has been fortunate in having 
the benefit of assistance from the Corpora- 
tion of Insurance Brokers, who kindly 
examined the Committee’s proposals and 
submitted many helpful suggestions. 

The Committee decided, as a fundamental 
principle, that any form of standard policy 
for builders would be unsuitable, and that 
builders would desire to retain their con- 
nections, probably long-established, with 
their existing brokers or insurance company. 
It determined, therefore, to concentrate on 
the production of a set of notes calling atten- 
tion to the miscellaneous problems which 
can arise under the heading of public 
liability. ach builder can then apply them 
to his own particular circumstances, and 
decide whether it is necessary for his insur- 
ance to be extended or amended to cover 
any particular item. 

These notes have been prepared by 
builders for builders. It is not professed 
that they are comprehensive, and by no 
means should they be regarded as authorita- 
tive; each builder must consider carefully 
his own position and decide on his action 
after consultation with his brokers or insur- 
ance company. 


General Information 


The usual form of policy, in general 
essence, provides protection to the insured 
in respect of accidental bodily injury to per- 
sons, and accidental damage to property, 
caused through the fault or negligence of 
the insured or his employees, or by a defect 
in his plant. Cover is usually restricted to 
the British Isles. 

The usual policy is limited to a specific 
amount for any one accident or series of 
accidents arising from one _ occurrence. 
Generally the annual amount of indemnity 
is unlimited, but it is the amount of indem- 
nity “ per accident” which is really import- 
ant. Policies with small indemnities are not 
adequate protection, and even what would 
seem to be a substantial indemnity would be 
quite useless to the holder of the policy if 
he were involved in a case similar to those 
which have been before the Courts, where 
serious fires resulted from the improper use 
of blowlamps and careless handling of 
inflammable material, causing damage 
amounting to many thousands of pounds. 
Legal costs and expenses recovered by a 
claimant or incurred with the consent of the 
insurers in defence are paid in addition to 
the indemnity. 

However comprehensive the normal policy 
is made, there are bound to be circumstances 
Tequiring specific insurance, and the Con- 
tractor is advised to place the full facts of 
each case before his brokers or insurance 
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company (giving them an early opportunity 
to examine the site and the circumstances) 
and seek their advice as to the risks which 
he ought to cover. The Contractor should 
then ensure that the position is accepted in 
writing and any necessary premium paid. 
A policy to cover every possible contingency 
is prohibitive, so the builder and his staff 
must learn to examine each job (however 
small) and Form of Contract from the insur- 
ance standpoint. Where exceptional cover 
is required under the Contract, the builder 
is advised to submit the Contract (or relevant 
extracts) to his insurers. 

The first essential is that an insured should 
read his policy carefully. It must also be 
remembered that the proposal form used in 
the first case when applying for the insurance 
must be completed accurately; any omission 
or mis-statement may conceivably void the 
policy. In particular, the description of the 
insured’s business must be sufficiently de- 
tailed to cover all branches of his business 
to which the insurance is to apply. 

The insured is responsible for complying 
with all statutory provisions in connection 
with the performance of his work and is to 
take all reasonable precautions to prevent 
accidents—failure in either direction may 
relieve the insurance company of liability. 
All accidents, etc., whether they appear likely 
to lead to a claim or not, should be reported 
in writing at once. The conduct of all 
claims must be left entirely to the insurance 
company—no admission of liability, or offer 
to settle direct, must be made without their 
approval, and normally all correspondence 
from claimants should be passed to them 
without acknowledgment. 

Above all, the builder must satisfy him- 
self that the claim limits stated in his policy 
are adequate; it cannot be too strongly 
emphasised that these limits must be related 
to the risks run and not to the size of the 
job being undertaken. 

All standard forms of policy contain 
important and varying exclusions and it is, 
therefore, of the utmost importance that the 
builder should pay great attention to these 
exclusions and see that any which appear 
adverse to his interests are deleted. The 
object of the following notes is to invite 
attention to these exclusions and also to 
some of the multifarious unusual risks which 
beset the builder in the discharge of his 
business. 


Exclusions 


While these may very according to the 
particular brokers or insurance company, in 
general they will be found to be on the 
following lines. Suitable action is suggested 
in each case. 

1. Liability assumed under form of con- 
tract, i.e., indemnities given. 

A general extension of the policy to cover 
this should be obtained. Nevertheless, each 
particular contract should be examined and 
any question of doubt referred to the insur- 
ance company—preferably before the tender 
is submitted. 

2. Accidents and damage caused by Sub- 
Contractors. 

Protection is highly desirable in case the 
Sub-Contractor should be insufficiently in- 
sured or prove unable to meet any damages 
for which he becomes liable. The extent 
and degree of this cover, and the methods to 
be taken by the builder to ensure the Sub- 
Contractors are adequately insured, should 
be carefully considered and fully discussed 
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with the insurance company, to ensure that 
appropriate endorsement is added to the 
builder’s policy. 

In dealing with Sub-Contractors, it must 
also be remembered that their employees can 
be regarded as third parties in relation to the 
builder, ic., the main contractor. The 
builder’s policy must be endorsed as neces- 
sary to ensure he is covered in this respect. 


3. Damage to property under the insured’s 
SS or to buildings in which he is work- 


in 

This should be examined in in light of 
the specific wording. The builder should 
ensure that he is protected against claims 
for damage to any part of the building or its 
contents other than the particular part on 
which he is working. 


4. Damage by fire, explosion, flood, fumes 
or water pollution. 

These are normal exclusions, but should 
be considered for reinstatement in the light 
of the insurer’s type of business. Damage 
by fire being started by an employee’s 
negligence and spreading to adjoining 
premises may conceivably result in a very 
heavy third-party claim. Each must con- 
sider his own position, ‘but cover for £25,000 
or even £50,000 is by no means unusual; 
this can be effected by an endorsement to 
the policy and a relatively low premium rate. 

The risk of explosion of plant such as 
paint sprayers must be examined. It is also 
advisable to ascertain what is. meant by 
“* flood.” 


5. Defective drains, sewers or sanitary 
arrangements. 

These are often general exelusions; again 
each must be considered in the light of the 
type of business being carried on. 


6. Food Poisoning. 

This specifically refers to builders who 
have canteens, or supply food and drink; ‘in 
such circumstances, cover should be obtained 
against any claims by employees and 
visitors. 

7. Lifts, elevators, hoists and cranes. 

These are invariably exclusions from & 
general policy. The risk in respect of each 
is serious, and should be dealt with 
individually. The use of hand-driven hoists 
can usually be included by endorsement. 

8. Water-borne craft. 

A general exclusion—a specific insurance 
should be taken out when necessary. 

9. Animals and vehicles. 

It is wise to disclose any use, and have a 
suitable endorsement added to the policy, 
unless they form the subject of separate pub- 
lic liability insurance. Do not forget. that 
compressors, concrete mixers, handcarts and 
bicycles are usually regarded as vehicles, 
and should be covered by endorsement. 

Motor vehicles are, of course, a separate 
matter of insurance whether owned by, or 
hired to the insured, but even here’ thought 
should be given to the risks run in transport- 
ing employees or clients, and cover should 
be arranged on the motor policy. An acci- 
dent to employees in such circumstances 
might bring a claim under. the employers’ 
liability policy; the whole situation is fraught 
with complications, and builders should get 
very clear and definite advice. 

The use of a trailer with a motor car or 
other vehicle should be specifically covered. 

The use of employees’ cycles on the in- 
sured’s business can usually be covered under 
the general third party policy without extra 
charge. The insured’s own cycles should, of 
course, be the subject of a separate insur- 
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ance as should horse-driven vehicles, whether 
belonging to or hired by the insured. 


The insured would be well advised to see 
that his general third party policy covers 
those loading and unloading risks which are 
not provided for under a motor policy. 


10. Damage to adjoining property by 
weakening of support, or by vibration. 

An invariable exclusion, and one which 
may have serious repercussions. This neces- 
sitates individual treatment. This is an 
item which must be considered on every 
eontract for new works in built-up areas. 


Al. Accidents due to the builder's work, 
but after he has left the site. 

In many cases, a public liability policy 
only covers the builder during the period of 
performance of the contract, and this should 
be adjusted. 

Damage after completion, arising from 
defective workmanship, is a separate matter. 
Some insurance companies will grant this 
cover, but premiums vary and the condi- 
tions of risk may require considerable and 
detailed settlement. 
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12. Plant (mechanical or non-mechanical) 
hired with or without a driver. 

The ramifications of public liability (and 
employers’ liability are too wide to permit 
of any specific advice, except that the condi- 
tions of hire should be most carefully 
examined and the insurance company fully 
consulted on all possible aspects. Liability 
can be serious, both to persons and property. 
Terms and conditions of hire vary widely, 
and should be examined for specific refer- 
ence to the driver (if any), public liability, 
and damage to the machine. In reverse, 
similar thought should be given where the 
builder lets his own plant on hire. 


13. Damage to underground mains and 
services, or overhead wires. 

A usual exclusion requiring special con- 
sideration as to extent of risk. 

14. Street barricades round excavations, 
etc. 

While generally accepted as part of a 
builder’s normal work, since the public 
liability risk is so high it is advisable to have 
a clear understanding on the subject with 
the insurance company. 





TOWN PLANNING 
DECISIONS 


Minister’s Decision on Oxford 
Overspill Plans 
Q XFORDSHIRE County Council 
announced on April 1 that the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government has indica- 
ted his ruling on the accommodation of 
Oxford’s overspill population of 10,000. 

In a statement the County Council said 
that the Minister had come to the conclusion 
that it was not at present possible to make a 
final assessment of the city overspill. The 
county plan should therefore provide suffi- 
cient land for the city housing programme 
for the next seven to 10 years, when the 
first review of the plan would have taken 
place. 

The ruling has been given after examina- 
tion of the reports of the inspectors on the 
public inquiries held into the objections to 
both the county and Oxford city develop- 
ment plans. The Minister has indicated that 
he will confirm the county plan so far as it 
provides for the accommodation of 5,000 
people on agreed sites in the county adjoin- 
ing the city boundaries, in parishes on the 
eastern fringes, and will modify the plan to 
provide for a further 5,000 to be housed on 
Jand, also on the eastern side of Oxford, 
which is owned by the city and will have to 
be reclaimed from its present use of sewage 
treatment. This is instead of housing the 
people at Kidlington, to the north of Oxford. 

The Minister takes the view that expansion 
in the Kidlington area, so far as it affects 
Oxford’s overspill, could be realised most 
effectively by private development. The state- 
ment also says that the Minister is proposing 
to delete from the county plan the proposals 
to accommodate any part of the overspill 
at the villages of Eynsham, Yarnton, Wheat- 
ley, Garsington, Stadhampton and Forest 
Hill, and in the Woodstock district. These 
preposals were withdrawn by the county 
after the submission of the plan at the public 
inquiry. 

The statement adds that having made all 
possible representations, the County Council 
have no alternative but to accept reluctantly 
the Minister’s decision although they remain 
convinced that the proposed development in 
the sewage farm area is not in accordance 





with the best planning interests of both 
Oxford and Oxfordshire. In the circum- 
stances the County Council have agreed to 
zone about 260 acres of land on the sewage 
farm and land adjoining for housing the 
5,000 people in question and for ancillary 
development, school sites and allotments. 


Condition Relating to “Link” Road 
Held to be Unenforceable 


AN APPEAL against a condition imposed by 
the Cheshunt UDC in granting permission 
for the erection of a factory on land at 
Cadmore-lane, Cheshunt, was the subject of 
a recent public inquiry. 

The condition required the immediate 
construction of part of a link road and 
sewers, the construction of the road to be 
to the satisfaction and specification of the 
Council, and the road to be made up com- 
pletely to the satisfaction of the Council 
within a period of two years from the date 
of consent. 

The Minister has now announced his 
decision. He states that he is advised that 
since there is no statutory provision which 
requires that development which may be 
carried out in accordance with a permission 
granted under the Act must be begun or 
completed within any specified period of 
time, a condition which imposes a time 
limit, to run from the date of consent, upon 
the completion of works in connection with 
the development itself, is not satisfactory in 
form in that it is not capable of enforce- 
ment. 

Moreover, the Minister considers that the 
proposal, which must be dealt with on its 
merits in relation to this application alone, 
would not in itself secure the construction 
of the road as desired by the Council. It 
should be added that the proposal to con- 
struct a half-width of finished roadway is 
not one that commends itself to the Minister, 
and the Council might now feel that advan- 
tage could be taken of the proposal for a 
12-ft. road as an initial stage. If placed on 
the line of the road eventually to be built 
it would, the Minister feels, serve to con- 
solidate the subsoil] for a permanent road 
later on. Moreover, the Council might then 
consider whether the proposals for the 
permanent road should be dealt with under 
other legislation. 
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Appointment of Deputy Housing 
Director 


THE GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE of the 
London County Council has recommended 
that the housing management department 
should include one position of deputy direc. 
tor of housing at a salary of £1,900 to 
£2,100 per annum. The committee have 
further recommended that Mr. I. I. Ungar, 
FRICS, AMTPI, an assistant director of 
housing in the housing management depart. 
ment, be transferred to be deputy director of 
housing in that department at a salary of 
£2,100 a year, with an allowance, personal to 
him, of £100 a year. 


Design of Primary Schools 

Mr. R. McKinnon Wood, chairman 
of the education committee, was asked 
by Mr. NorMAN FARMER, at the Coun 
cil meeting on April 13, if the was 
aware that many of the Council's 
new primary schools were not built for dual 
purposes; and in view of the serious shortage 
of accommodation for youth work, etc., and 
the high building costs involved, if he would 
consider examining the planning of future 
school buildings ‘with a view to providing 
accommodation for dual purposes without 
necessarily increasing their cost. 

Mr. R. McKINNON Woop replied “ Yes” 
to the first part of the question and to the 
second he said he did not see how primary 
schools could be designed for the purposes 
in question without the provision of special 
furniture and fittings, etc., which must con- 
siderably add to the cost. Secondary schools 
were used for this dual purpose so far as 
possible. 


EDUCATION OF YOUNG 
WORKERS 


Fifth Oxford Conference 


THe FIFTH Oxford Conference on the 
Education of the Young Worker, was held 
under the auspices of the University Depart- 
ment of Education from April 3 to April 9. 
The particular subject under consideration 
was Education for Human Relations, and 
the conference was attended by some 80 
members, widely representative of industry 
and of education. 

The principal topics considered were the 
contributions which could be made to good 
human relations in industry and other forms 
of employment by the parents, the teachers, 
the trade unions, the youth employment 
service, employers and management, and 
youth organisations respectively, with special 
attention throughout to the needs of the 
young worker. It was felt that for the boy 
or girl of fifteen the transition from school 
to work was a different process, in which 
much help and guidance was needed, and 
that this should continue during the early 
years of employment. Much would depend 
on the environment in which the young 
worker found himself and the example of 
those with whom he had to do, and much 
could be provided by introductory courses 
and by subsequent training. These courses 
should include the history and organisation 
of the industry and its place in the struc 
ture of society, relations between the 
various groups within the industry, and the 
contribution and significance of specific jobs. 
Other courses would be provided in centres 
for further education, and it was hoped that 
all young employees, whether apprentices oF 
not would be given the release necessary to 
attend these courses. 
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LCC AND EXPANDED 


Tousing 

TOWNS 
onal Appeal for Industry to Provide Local 
; ende " 
department Employment 
puty direc. A STATEMENT issued on March 22 by 
£1,900 to [ £% the London County Council says that 
nittee have perhaps the most important single factor 
- 1. Ungar, § icential to the success of schemes under the 
director of [ town Development Act, 1952, is the 
ent depart. provision of work close to the new homes 
director of to which it is expected that thousands of 
salary of London families will move if schemes now 


personal to at various stages of consideration materialise. 


With this in mind the LCC and the Metro- 


pols politan Borough Councils are jointly com- 
chairmas piling a list of families in urgent need of new 
homes who are prepared to move out of 
a = London to new or expanding towns. So 
: i —_— far the list shows some 7 to 8.000 families 
Co be willing to move almost anywhere and a 
i] — further 7 to 8,000 who have expressed pre- 
ult Lor dual ference for particular areas. 
a shortage No families can move, however, the state- 
~Piage and § ment continues, unless there are jobs ready 
4 = for them to take up close to their new homes. 
} OF future Schemes for expansion must be economically 
providing as well as socially and physically sound and 


es without Ff rracticable and the provision of homes and 


i jobs must march in step. 
ied ‘ Yes” jobs P 












The Ministry of Housing and Local 
and to the [ Government announced the setting up of the 
>W primary f industrial selection scheme in May, 1953, 
eo purposes under which the Ministry of Labour and the 
| of special F toca] authorities can collaborate in meeting 
must con- — the needs of industry and solving this 
lary schools } problem of “matching” London families 
> sO far a J to homes and jobs in new and expanding 

towns. 

UNG An analysis of the families on the County 
of London’s urgent housing lists able and 
willing to move out of the county is being 

ce made to classify the occupations followed 
io ona by heads of households, which will, of 
was held | Urs: also contain others who are employed 
ity Depart: or will become employees as they grow up. 
to — 9. | Finding Employers 

oe It may be that to some extent (as in 

, one Swindon) there will be a number of jobs 

of industry available from the outset and that houses 
rather than jobs will be the immediate need. 

5 ae But for the most part and in the long run, 

de to good employers must be found who are prepared 

saher Sais to build or rent new factories in the areas 
se ecochails where development is taking place or pro- 
mployment posed. Some employers are forced to move 
ecoes aa because sites they occupy in London are 
vith special wanted for housing, schools, road improve- 
eds of the | “ats and so on. Others the local authori- 
ror the bor ties would like to see move—as they will 
aox ea have to do sooner or later—because they are 
in which Fe residential areas and adversely affect local 

5 reer living conditions. Yet other firms may wish 

agers “eatlt to expand but cannot do so on their present 

a6 aaa sites in London. It is to firms in these 

u P Categories that the authorities concerned 

the ay must first look if. in addition to making an 

gary cal essential contribution to the solution of Lon- 
he pos — housing pers the satisfactory re- 

clopment o i 
ese COUSES hooray ondon generally is to be 
rganisation The statement says, however, that finding 
- the -— the firms willing to consider moving or 
tween expanding their activities into this, that or 
ry, and bs the other expanded town is no easy matter. 
Decific Jobs. — Most schemes for expansion are as yet in 
i in rye: the early stages of consideration although 
hoped that | a good deal of preparatory discussion has 
yrentices Of F taken place. But as details of specific 
ecessary 10 } schemes of expansion become available and 





suitability of the towns for industrial as well 
: as residential development is assured, the 
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position will become easier. There will be 
something to bite on—as there is already at 
Bletchley, Bucks, and Swindon in Wiltshire, 
where the local authorities are looking now 
for employers to take over building sites and 
provide factories and work for families need- 
ing new homes and who are willing to move 
from London and whose members can do 
the kinds of work to be provided. Special 
arrangements are made for key workers 
irrespective of their housing need. 


Contribution to Rates 


For Bletchley and Swindon, schemes have 
already been adopted within which the LCC 
will pay the statutory rate contribution for 
a period on new homes whose tenants will 
be nominated from the combined LCC and 
MEC waiting lists. 

It is expected that over the next eight 
years, a total of 3,000 houses will become 
available in Bletchley and 4,500 in Swindon, 
for London families. 

On the LCC’s existing out-county estates, 
the position is somewhat different; but the 
need of homes and jobs to go together 
nevertheless applies. Since the war, the 
Council has built or is building 12 of these 
estates, and at seven of them where there is 
little or no existing industry in the near 
locality, land for industrial development has 
been provided. To meet the extreme urgency 
of post-war housing demand, the Council 
built the houses on these estates with all 
speed; and at some, for reasons beyond the 
Council’s control, industrial development 
has lagged behind. 


Opportunities at Bletchley 


At Bletchley, homes and work have so far 
been provided for about 230 families from 
the London area. Houses are being built 
there at the rate of 300 a year and this 
number could be increased if more firm 
offers of industria] development were 
received. Industrial sites are available 
immediately. The UDC is developing its 
own industrial estate of 17 acres. On this 
the first factory has been built and others 
are in course of erection. Next to the 
estate a further 90 acres are available. The 
UDC can offer land on 99-year lease or 
can build factories which can be let under 
3s. 3d. per f.s. The factories are tentatively 
planned in units of 5,000 f.s. with room for 
expansion. A cheaper type can be built 
making use of the portal frame. The UDC 
has houses for key workers available now. 
Three-bedroom houses are being let at 
32s. 6d. a week including rates (9s.). 
Bletchley UDC wants firms which employ at 
least partly male labour. There are already 
resources of female labour to provide for 
the female part of a firm’s employment. The 
UDC also wants firms of reasonable “ den- 
sity” in terms of employers to the acre. 
Apart from these considerations the UDC 
is ready to consider proposals for almost 
any kind of firm and the town is particularly 
suitable for light industry. A staple food 
factory would also be welcome. The town 
is very well situated in relation to road, rail 
and canal comunications. It is on the main 
line from London to Birmingham and the 
North West, as well as at the junction of 
lines leading westwards to Oxford and east- 
wards to Bedford and Cambridge. The 
industrial area lies astride the main Watling 
Street (trunk road A.5) and factories on the 
estate enjoy one of the finest advertising 
positions in the County. There are also 
ample services of electricity, gas and water. 
Three light engineering firms moved to 
Bletchley following the earlier idea of the 
town’s suitability for expansion (referred to 
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in the Greater London Plan); and since the 
Town Development Act, 1952, five or six 
more firms have reached various stages in 
schemes for development at Bletchley. 


The Swindon Scheme 


At Swindon the Borough Council has 
recently received permission to purchase 
254.4 acres of land within its boundary for 
the specific purpose of housing families from 
London and planning permission has been 
given to expand the present population of 
69,000 to 92,000. For the immediate future 
families will be able to move to Swindon 
to fill upwards of 1,500 employment vacan- 
cies now existing in modern factories in the 
district. At present, the Council is building 
more than 500 houses a year and it intends 
to double its output as rapidly as possible. 
New three-bedroom houses are being let at 
35s. a week including rates (10s.). At the same 
time the Corporation is developing a 75-acre 
trading estate adjacent to the main London- 
Gloucester railway line. A first stage has 
heen completed with two industrial buildings 
in use and a third in course of development. 
The estate is capable of considerable exten- 
sion and sites ranging upwards from a } acre 
are available. Where necessary the Cor- 
poration would provide the building at a 
negotiated rent. Swindon is situated in the 
northern tip of Wiltshire, 77 miles west of 
London and 41 miles east of the port of 
Bristol. It is the junction of the main Lon- 
don-West of England and South Wales and 
London-Gloucester and Cheltenham Spa 
railway lines and has good road communica- 
tions with the Midlands and South Coast 
ports. Its main industry is railway engineer- 
ing but, since the war, a number of new 
industries have established themselves in the 
town. 


LCC’s Aveley Estate 


On the LCC’s Aveley Estate, which is situ- 
ated near Grays, Essex, house-building will 
be completed in 1955, and about 20,000 
people will then be living there. More than 
40 acres of land is available for development 
by almost any kind of light or medium 
industry. The labour is there now, waiting 
for local employment; houses for key workers 
will be made available when wanted; the land 
is flat and offers no structural difficulties; 
the roads are in, and all services will be 
provided as soon as requirements are known. 
The proposed North Orbital Road is planned 
to pass through the Estate, linking A127 and 
Al13 (the two Southend roads) with the pro- 
posed Dartford-Purfleet tunnel. The Coun- 
cil is considering the erection of standard 
factories on this estate, with a range from 
2,250 f.s. to 7,000 f.s.; apart from this 
the land would be let on building lease for a 
term of 80 years at ground rents to be agreed 
with the applicants. 

The statement adds that it is hoped that 
all firms interested in considering the possi- 
bilities and advantages of establishing them- 
selves at Bletchley, Swindon or Aveley—or, 
indeed, in other areas where local authori- 
ties are contemplating schemes for expan- 
sion, or where there are LCC estates—will 
not hesitate to make contact with the 
Valuer to the LCC. 


Electrical Installations 


The Council for Codes of Practice for 
Buildings has now issued in final form Code 
325, “Farm and Horticultural Electrical 
Installations.” Copies may be obtained from 
the British Standards Institution, 2, Park- 
street, W.1, price 15s., reference CP 325 
(1953). 
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DIRECT LABOUR AT 
BIRMINGHAM 


Committee Recommends Building 
500 to 1,000 Houses a Year 


(THE report submitted to the Birmingham 

City Council by the city’s house building 
committee recommends that the Council 
should set up a separate new department to 
build houses by direct labour, and urges that 
“a very considerable freedom of action 
must be given to your committee and to the 
officer in charge of the direct labour depart- 
ment.” 


The report says that such freedom is 
needed so far as general organisation, the 
engagement and discharge of labour and the 
purchase of materials are concerned. The 
committee also recommend (1) that they 
shall be authorised to appoint a general 
manager and additional administrative, tech- 
nical and clerical staff and building trade 
operatives, as shall be found necessary, and 
(2) to purchase such plant, equipment and 
materials as shall be found necessary accord- 
ing to the volume of work to be undertaken. 


The general manager, the committee say, 
would need to be a man of wide practical 
experience of building, able to advise them 
on the best kind of organisation to be set 
up. The establishment committee had 
approved a salary within the range of £1,600 
to £2,000 for the appointment. 


The committee’s report says that it is not 
intended that the first contract awarded to 
the new department should be completed in 
a specified time or at a specified price. It 
would, in fact, be impossible for the new 
organisation to tender for the first contracts 
“as no data would be available for the 
completion of the tender.” These contracts 
would accordingly have to be negotiated. 
The committee state that no attempt can be 
made at this stage to indicate the number 
of foremen, clerks and building trade opera- 
tives who will be required. 


The report summarises information 
collected from fourteen other local authori- 
ties with direct labour departments. From 
a study of this information and a report 
from the Association of Municipal Corpora- 
tions, the committee conclude that houses 
built by direct labour are generally of better 
quality than those hitherto built for the 
corporations by private enterprise. 


Once the department becomes fully estab- 
lished on an efficient basis, the experience of 
other local authorities “gives reason to 
believe that the cost of building by direct 
labour will show a saving,” the report states. 
Maintenance costs will be less and operatives 
working regularly on direct labour will enjoy 
the advantages of employment by a local 
authority such as superannuation. 


Size of Contracts 


The committee consider that while it 
would be impracticable to embark at once 
on large-scale operations, the initial schemes 
must be large enough to carry a reasonably 
high proportion of overhead expenses. Too 
small a contract “ would only bring out the 
immediate commencing difficulties encoun- 
tered in any small organisation and would 
not give a proper opportunity of correcting 
initial faults during the continuance of the 
contracts.” Accordingly the size of the first 
contract would be for approximately 200 
houses, If the organisation proposed is to 
exercise the influence expected of it within 


THE BUILDER 


a reasonable time then the necessary ex- 
perience must be gathered more quickly 
than would otherwise be the case. The 
dimensions ultimately envisaged are 500 to 
1,000 dwellings a year. 


Work would probably begin on houses 
or flats not above four storeys high to avoid 
heavy expenditure on plant and equipment. 
Ultimately the department should be able to 
undertake buildings of all kinds required by 
the corporation. 


The estimated cost of the plant required 
to make a start on 200 houses with about 
200 men is given by the committee as £25,000 
including £11,000 for scaffolding, £1,700 for 
small tools, ladders, barrows, etc., £2,000 for 
two tipping lorries and £3,000 for a canteen, 
huts and offices. 


Council’s Decision 


The Birmingham City Council, meeting on 
April 13, decided by 73 votes to 48 to open 
its own department for building municipal 
houses by direct labour. The new depart- 
ment will be under the control of the 
house building committee. 

Builders’ Criticisms 

BIRMINGHAM builders have criticised the 
City Council’s decision to establish a new 
direct building department, and have stated 
that it will not speed up house building and 
may well slow it down by creating uncer- 
tainty in the industry. It would bring no 
fresh building craftsmen into the district but 
merely ‘redistribute the present number, they 
assert. 


Mr. K. A. OSBORNE, director of the 
Midland Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, said that the builders were not 
afraid of the new department, provided it 
tendered openly with everyone else and its 
prices covered the whole of costs, including 
the overheads for a special job. 


Mr. E. H. CocuHRANE, president of the 
Birmingham Association of Building Trades 
Employers, said that as ratepayers they 
feared that the scheme would prove an 
expensive luxury and an added burden on 
the city’s finances. 


“SOIL SURVEY PROCEDURE ” 
Revised Edition Issued 


“Som SURVEY PROCEDURE.” now published 
by HMSO (price 1s. 9d.) for DSIR, is the 
second edition of Road Research Technical 
Paper No. 15, first published in 1949. The 
present edition sets out current views on the 
subject and emphasises the importance of 
mechanical boring, which has become more 
widely used in recent years. 


A soil survey gives the engineer informa- 
tion about the soil and ground-water con- 
ditions which will be found during the con- 
struction of a road or airfield, and which 
may have a profound effect on engineering 
decisions concerning the layout and type of 
construction. The proper use of soil surveys 
can lead to very great savings in cost and 
materials. The survey involves investigation 
of soil conditions by boring or by other 
means and the preparation of sections indi- 
cating the soil profiles and ground-water 
levels. The Paper deals with staff and equip- 
ment required, soil survey procedure, 
ground-water investigations and soil identifi- 
cation and classification. Seismic and re- 
sistivity methods of determining the depths 
of soil strata are outlined and a method of 
soil classification for roads and airfields is 
described in detail. 
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LMBA 
Builders’ “ New Year” Prospects 


G PEAKING at a luncheon given in hj 

honour by Central Area No. 1, Mr 
L. J. Bradshaw, deputy chairman of th 
area presiding, Mr. R. S. WILLIAMS, Pre. 
dent, LMBA, said the building industry ¢ 
Great Britain might well be facing the biggey 
year in its history. In housing it had already 
beaten its target. Now it was faced with 
additional tasks of all kinds in the erectio, 
of new hospitals, schools and blocks of 
offices; the rebuilding of the City of London: 
in slum clearance, in the repair of old houses 
as well as the ordinary run of maintenane 
work which went on all the time. 

“In this,” said Mr. Williams, “there js 
work for every kind and size of good builde 
throughout the country. So, at what is really 
the beginning of the building new year, let y 
look round and take stock. 

“We have the men, we have the took 
(equipment of which our fathers scarcely 
dreamed) and we have the training; we have 
also the facilities for research and technical 
information concerning every sphere of our 
activities—everything, in fact, to enable us to 
do a really good job of work, and if we, 
as employers, that is the organisers of th 
jobs, use our intelligence and our determina. 
tion, we can, I believe, bring about the big 
gest boom in building which this country 
has even seen. 

“In a very real sense the success or failure 
of the building industry to-day depends upon 
the employer: he is the key man to keep 
all the wheels turning at top speed. The 
operative must be enthused with the will to 
work hard, to co-operate trade with trade, 
to use all the available resources of labour 
serving devices, convinced that by so working 
he improves his own standard of living, and 
that quicker and better output means for 
him unlimited work ahead.” 


City Lunch 


Mr. R. S. WittiaMs is to be the guest of 
honour of Central Area No. 3 at its usual 
City luncheon which has been arranged for 
May 18 in the Armourers’ and Braziers’ Hall. 
Mr. William L. Barker, chairman of the 
Area, is to preside. ms 

Among the other guests will be the Minis 
try of Works’ licensing officer for London 
and the borough engineers and _ borough 
architects of several of the boroughs in th 
Area. 


INDUSTRIAL PSYCHOLOGY 
A Means of Increasing Production 


SPEAKING at the 33rd annual general mett- 
ing of the National Institute of Industrial 
Psychology on March 30, the President, 
Lorp Piercy, said that reasons of the most 
convincing kind were put forward by 
Ministers and every sort of public man 10 
show that productivity must be increased; 
and as far as intellectual assent was Cot 
cerned the public had accepted the idea 
“Let us try to get a clear notion of pro 
ductivity. Increased productivity meats 
more output per man per hour. You cal 
increase production by working harder- 
which usually means longer—but that is no! 
how to increase productivity. You achiev’ 
that by working more effectively, not by 
working harder. This is precisely the matte! 
with which the Institute for thirty years his 
been engaged—laying the foundation for 
consultants to apply and for operative mé 
to use in employing people more effectivel! 
and improving the organisation of industry. 
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CURRENT PRICES fe): MATERIALS 








HE information given on these pages has been specially compiled 


for The Builder and is copyright. 


necessarily the highest or the Jowest. 


merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 
Delivered site in full lorry loads. 


It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not 
The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices 
of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and 


Average of prices for 


Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 


St. Pancras. 


Pit Ballast aca eae 
Pit Sand wee awe 
Washed Sand . 

jin. Shingle 

jin. Broken Brick 

Pan Breeze 


Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag “Aggregate Mie ve 


2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 


CEMENT, etc. 


Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 

Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site 
1 to 6 tons, site eae 

Ferrocrete Rapid Hardening Cement i in 6-ton loads 
and upwards to site xe 
1 to 6 ton do. site . 

Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 

Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots 

Other colours according to colour. 

In 4-ton lots from 211s. 9d. to — 9d. as ton. 

White Portland Cement ne 
Under 1 ton 

417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 

Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 4s. 3d. to £10 17s. 9d. 
(l-ton loads and upwards). 

Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 
ous cement, 6-ton lots and up 

Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton a at Railway Depot, 
London ais eee 


BRICKS 


Full Loads. 

First Hard Stocks... 

Second Hard Stocks . 

Mild Stocks 

Allloaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 

2jin. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W. - 
District Commons ... ‘ 


Cellular do. 
Keyed do. 
Rustics 


Cellular Rustics ne 
Single Bullnose do. 
Sandfaced 
Best Blue Pressed Stafts (London Stations) _ 
Do. Bul rose (London Stations) 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) . 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) 
Uxbridge Whites (London Sites) 


2}in. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks —— 
Stations) 

3 in. do. (London Stations) .. 

2¢in. Machine- made Sandfaced Red "Facings 


(London Sites) 
a> ete -made Multi Red Facings (London 
ites 
2i om ae -made Saridfaced Red Facings (London 
ites 
24 in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings 
(London Sites) ee 
2jin. Surrey Clamp Burnt ‘Multi Stock _Facings 
(London Sites) e 


s 

per yd. ; 

i 1 

per ton 2 

” + 

” 5 

” 5 

” 5 

” 6 

” 12 
per cwt. 

per ton 6 

e 14 

” 5 

per 1,000 i1 

” 10 

> 8 

” 5 

” s 

> 5 

” 6 

” 6 

” 6 

” 7 

A 24 

_ 25 

” 21 

”> 9 

> 9 

Pe y 9. 

” 27 

” 13 

” 13 

a 14 

a 14 

% 13 





£s.d. 
2% in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) : .. per 1,000 13 18 0 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), White, e, Ivory, ‘Brown— 
Stretchers Pa 6400 
Headers < * pa 63 0 0 
Quoins, Bullnose and — in. Flats" “ 80 0 0 
Double Stretchers ... : ? ‘a 85 0 0 
Double Headers a 7710 0 
One side and two ends = © Se.ace 
Two sides and one end a 89 10 0 
Splays and Squints oe oa i ae 83 0 0 
Second quality — 10% Bests. Cream and Buff 
£3 extra over White. Other colours, hard glaze, 
£8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
HoLtow CLay PARTITION BLocks (Keyed) 
i ¥ Minimum 
0 5 ; lorry loads. 
> 3 Bite “sas 140 yds. ... per yd. sup. 4 3 
aa 24 in. 140 yds. é i 4 6 
19 3 3 in. 120 yds. x 5 0 
9 6 4 in. (6 cavit y) F 95 yds. ” 6 7 
18 1 Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE. 
2 in. 100 yds. pa 3 7 
2tin. . 85 yds. ps 42 
Jim ce 75 yds. ‘a 5 0 
) — 55 yds. a 6 2 
CRANHAM 
16 6 ite) * se = 6 5 
Ss 6 24 in. “a 7 1 
3 in. pes 8 3 
4 6 uaa * 10 2 
13 6 at in. Load bearing quality ae “ai ia 11 2 
FLoor BLOCKS 
18 0 3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. ingle 12 in. delivered in on 
lorry-loads ... per 1,000 BY 10 0 
4 in. do. a 413 0 
17 0 5 in. do. 2 39 7 0 
15 4 6 in. do. ” 46 16 0 
7 in. do. es 54 10 
9 0 8 in. do. i 61 15 0 
STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 
The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 
delivered London Area. 
Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 
09 Over 2 tons under 2 tons under 2 tons 
Best Quality +674% +1073% 
18 3 B.S.S. Best do. +10% +674% +10%° +973% +10% *-1074% 
Tested Quality +374°4 4674 +373%4974% +3747 + 1078% 
B.S.S. Tested do. +474%+674% +474%4974°7 +474% aie 
0 6 3 in. Land Drain ideal o 12 in. ar per 1,000 10 8 6 
4.6 4in. do. ” 13 14 6 
136 | STONE 
Bath Stone— 
Monks Park.. — . per ft. cube 6 10 
St. Aldheim Box Ground . 7 10 
3-0 Delivered in railway trucks at ‘South Lambeth 
13 0 B.R. Western Region 
15 0 Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area _,, 7 @ 
18 0 Beer Stone. Delivered London area aa 4-3 
18 0 Portland Stone— 
13 0 Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
13 0 delivered in railway trucks at Nine a B.R 
6 0 Southern Region <a e 7 7k 
0 0 Hopton-Wood Stone— 
19 0 F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire— 
18 0 iin. Slabs for wall lining, sawn two sides in 
1 6 random sizes up to 5 ft. and not over 15 ft. 
super in area a4 per ft. sup. 6 2 
12 6 1} in. Slabs for paving, sawn two sides as above 
- 3 described = 8 6 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. 
9 6 Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9 in. X 3in. Rubbed, weathered, ee oe 
14 6 stooled cills . perft.cube 3 1 9 
12 in. X 6in. do. do. ae aa 4 ay 
» 6 12 in. X 3in. Plain coping, twice throated . Be 114 0 
12in. x 3in. Weathered andtwicethroatedcoping ,, 2 (36 
3 6 14 in. x 6in. do. do. aa wea aa 2 4°@ 
44 in. x 9in. Plinth, rubbed on top and face ... a 116 9 
2 6 3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes .. per ft. sup. 6 6 
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STONE—continued 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in 
— — c "air for rendered brickwork 
Do. ir one — for ~ sae 
a nll ase os 
Hard York— 
12in. x 2in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 
14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 
and front 
12in. x 6in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front . 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes 
2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes 


TILES and PANTILES 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 
Machine-made Pantiles and French pattern Tiles from 


per ft. cube 


per ft. sup. 
per yd. sup. 2 


perft.cube 1 


=n 
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4 a WN 
o 


— 
=—IAN 
Ceonoe 


Lincolnshire district a Se aes 28 18 6 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district... _ 41 18 6 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district ° 5617 6 
Hand-made 10} x 64 tiles Berkshire district ... sop 32-17 70 
Machine-made 104 x 6} Staffordshire district . ‘ is $5 0 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. 1 8 6 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles - 120 <3 
Concrete tiles 10} x 6$ .. oe 618 6 

do. Interlocking (49S) 18 9 6 
Nore.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ ‘responsibility. 
SLATES 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 

paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per 

1,000 actual. 

24x 12... ie eee a 100 16 9 

fe 2 * a 86 6 6 

22 x il 78 0 6 

2x42. y io <3) &3 

20 x 10 68 10 9 

18 x 10 50 17 0 

18 x 9 43 15 0 

16 x 10 42 18 3 

Se a aor = act eA bas ~ <5 3313 3 
Nore.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 

TIMBER 
Softwood— 

Joinery quality ... Ex. Wharf per standard £105 to £125 

Carcassing quality do. £90 to £100 

1 in. Tongued and Groov ed Flooring do. ne 06 0 0 
Hardwood— 

Mahogany—African S.E. do. perft.cube 1 5 0 

do. Honduras do. do. Fe 2 15° 0 
Oak European do. do. “é eS ye 
do. Japanese do. ‘ do. i 2 ee 
do. English Logs sawn do. ee a ee 

Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. a 3 0 0 

Walnut African Logs sawn do. ui ; ie ee 
DOORS (in Lots I-11) 

Delivered London area. 
1} in. 4 Horizontal Panel eee 4 in. oe 
2 ft. O in. x 6 ft. 6 in. “es each 12 
2 ft.3 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ats _ ee 56 1.i3' © 
2 ft. 6in. x 6 ft. 6 in. one see wee m 114 0 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. i cob oss 116 6 
2 in. do. ¢ top panel open. Pattern 4 x G in deal 
2 ft.6in. xX 6 ft. 6 in. es se ai on 280 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ate eas ass a 241 6 
2 in. Panel, top panel open. Pattern 2 x G in deal 
2 ft.6in. x 6 ft. 6 in. eos wis ae ‘a 2 Mh 
2 ft.9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. sas vou os i oo 8 
SUNDRIES 
Delivered London area , 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 * i in. in 

quantities of 1 ton (89 yds to 1 ton) . per yd. 5: 8 

1} in do. (67 yds. to 1 ton) aie * ‘a 

2 in. do (52 yds. to 1 ton) en $s 8 114 

23 in. do (45 yds. to | ton) an ne 10 3 

3 in. do (39 yds. to 1 ton) 11 53 
Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per } in. of thickness. 

4 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 

per 100sq. ft. 2 2 6 
4 in oa ts do. ses ene bag sad ie 2 <3; 46 
fs in. do. aoe sos si >. © 
+; in. Asmeaton Flat Building Sheets ... per yd. sup a eZ 
Roofing Felt, 1-ply — as = m 1 6 

do. 2-ply sae ‘ ave eK * 9 
Best Scotch Glue, in slabs . per 4 cwt. 5 0 © 

do. pear! 7 > 5 6 

Croid Glue 28 Ib. 2) 3) °0 
a Nails 3 in. (1- ton lots) per ton 3 SS: 

do. 4in. and up (l-ton lots) hi 50 15 0 
Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) E sve per cwt. 2 16: <3 

do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) pss ia nt 22 9 
METALS Steet Joists, Etc. 

asis Joists— 
war. x 5in., 8in. X 5in., 8in. X 6in., 10in. x 6 in. 
12 in. X 6 in. plain cut to lengths delivered London 
area eae ve per ton 37 10 0 
Extra for sizes 

Sin. xX 1h 1in: wee >» 310. 0 

3 in. x 3in., 4 in. "x 3 in., 5 in. . x 2b in. fc 99 ee 

4in. X 1} in. ‘ wae ee 300 

43 in. x 1} in., 24 in. x “7h in. aT ais es 2) 0 

Sin. X 3 in., Qin. x 7in. ... a3 ies a Tae 
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. : £ Se 
6in. x 3 in. ee ses a tee -- perton 1 10 6 
9in. x 7 in. eas ose ove mss eee Ned, iee 5 0 
10in. x 4}in., 12 in. x Sin. as ae re, eee 15 9 
Sin. x 44 in., 6in. X 4} in., Jin. X 34in., 
7in. X 4in., 8in. X 4in., 9in. X 4in., 
10in. x Sin., 10 in. x 8in., 12in. X 8in., 
iin. < S/in:, 14 in. x 5}in., 14 in. x 6in., = 10 6 
14in. x 8in., Sin: <-Sin., 15in. x 6in., 
16in. xX 6in., 16in. x 8 in., 18 in. x 6in., 
18 in. X 7 in., 18 in. x 8 in., 20 in. X 64in., 
20 in. x 7} in. eee ase ae ‘ibe ‘ 
Steel angles average price ase ios oe an eee 38 15 6 
Steel tees average price’ eee ae ear 39 15 0 
Fabricated work delivered London— 
R.S. Joists cut and fitted dee ar renting 52° 2G 
Compound girders aes vee oes aes oe 5s? 76 
Stanchions ‘se aan ae nn ee G2 FG 
Compound stanchions Ne nae ear son 65 7 6 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins ae Rae ea Tt RG 
Average prices not for awkward work. 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex a 
Stock § in. diam., — — aap = 39 12 0 
2 in. diam. ae eS sae Pa per ton extra 3 12 0 
ts in. do. ... si S05 ae Se a: 217 0 
gin. do. ... rF sie aA oh mae Pe 2 Ee 
tin. do. ... ee ~ eae Bas cee aS i 36 


MILD STEEL TUBES 
Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts: 
Galvanised Tube— W.L. Fittings Malleable Fittings 


ClassA — 34% 

ClassB + a 9 Light + 201% Malleable List — 39494 +35% 
oa” + 213% Heavy + 284% 

ack— 


ClasA — 23% 


ClassB — 13° Light + 30 Malleable List — 393% 


ClasC — 3% Heavy + 16 
C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths Stop 
Gutters Nozzles Ends 
3 in. sae i ane wea vee ae 2/10 /104 
34 in. ae see ses. OPOS 3/1 /104 
4 in. <s “aoe 3/5 1/24 
4} in. we. = 4/104 3/94 1/54 
5 in. -s. of6 4/24 1/74 
C.1.0.G. GUTTERS 
3 in. 4/14 3/84 /Mt 
34 in. 4/7 3/84 1/24 
4in. 5/- 3/94 1/64 
4} in. 5/6 4/54 1/84 
5 in. ais des cost Spee 5/1 2/- 
C.I. RAIN-WATER PIPES 

iy yd. in 6-ft. mage ipe Bends _ Branches 

2 in. wa ess cea AO 3/5 4/104 
2} in. ‘ Aue sue sos, 6/9 3/94 6/9 
3 in. 1/74 4/94 1/34 
34 in. 8/7 5/9 8/74 
4in. 9/114 6/11 10/2 

L. Cc. iC; ew Som Pires 

2 in. ite 5/11 7/24 
24 in. 8/1 6/6 8/11 
3 in. 9/1 7/24 10/8 
34 in. 10/2 8/11 12/5 
4 in. 11/7 10/- 14/7} 


Above prices for gutters rain-water and soil pipes for under 3 cwt. lot 
only. Lots over 3 cwt. see List No. 3200 dated May 1, 1952, plus 10% and 
tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent. 2 ton lots 2} per cent. 


L.C.C. CoATED DRAIN PIPES 





In 9-fts. 
cwt. qr. Ib. per yd. Bends Branches 
4 in. ae cea Peay Oe) We 20/5 14/3 25/- 
6 in. Sie one sue, we 30/4 29/7 51/3 
ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
Orders under £30 less 124 per cent. discount. 
Orders over £30 less 174 per cent. discount. 
21D: 24 in. 3 in 4in. 
Pipes 6-ft. lengths peryd. 3/9 4/- 4/10 6/5 
Shoes.. «os (CHCR « 2/0 2/8 3/2 4/3 
Single Branches és 3/9 4/6 5/4 7/6 
Bends square or obtuse _,, 2/8 2/11 3/9 5/4 
Swan Necks 43 in. proj. ,, 2/11 3/9 4/3 S/il 
do. 6m. do. , 3/2 3/9 4/10 6/5 
Aspestos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
4in. 4} in. 5 in. 6 in. 
Gutters 6-ft. lengths per - 3/7 3/11 4/8 5/Tk 
Drop ends -. each 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/7 
Stop Ends 55 /10 /i\l 1/- 1/2 
Angles eh Bese as 2/11 3/5 4/1 4/10 
Nozzles ee ious 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/7 
Union Clips SSP iecge 1/5 1/8 2/1 2/5 
ASBESTOS HALF-ROUND GUTTERS AND FITTINGS : 
3% 6 ait shor ar si 
Gutters 6-ft. lengths per = 2/ 2/11 3 - 
Drop ends . each 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/11 4/3 
Stopends ... sie tee /9 /10 /il 1/- 1/2 
Angles ne eet bck 2/5 2/8 2/11 3/2 4/3 
Nozzles ss aeay Se 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/11 4/3 
Union Clips si eee 1/- 1/1 1/2 1/4 2f= 
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METALS—Continued 


Jron—Staffordshire Crown renee Gute 
Mild Steel Bars oe 
Mild Steel Hoops om aes =e 


Per ton basis 
in London 


& 
39 10 
37 15 
38 10 


d. 
0 
0 
0 


Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 


& & 
Soft sheets C.R. and = - -* 
20 gauge Ae 45 19 6 
24 gauge 47 4 6 
26 gauge A 48 14 6 
Galvanised Corrugated sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 
20 gauge oes wee S23 6 
24 gauge 4 3 9 
26 gauge 56 18 O 
Galvanised Flat sheets C. R. and C.A.— 
20 gauge ies 5s 3 9 
24 gauge ane 55 3 6 
26 gauge... wa wes ams mee Ses as oF le @ 
PLUMBERS’ BRASS Work, CopPeER, ZINC, ETC. 
Delivered in London area. 
M.O.H. 
All per doz. sin. Zin. lin. 1}fin. 1}in. 2in. 
Screwdown bib cocks oa 
head for iron. ae 70/- 104/- 
Toilet bib cocks for i iron 90/- 129/- 
Screwdown stop cocks for i iron. 60/- 87/- 171/- 294/- 420/- 741/- 
do. with two unions for lead 81/- 120/- 7. 381/- 504/- 1122/- 
Double nut boiler screws 15/- 21/- 38/- 39/- 54/- 76/- 
Heavy Croydon ball valves 62/- 141/- 216/- 394/- 558/- 
Plumbers’ union hecey lead to 
iron a ded ew. 15/9 19/- 31/6 55/- 67/9 132/- 
ld in. 14in. 2in. 3in. 34in. 4in. 
Caps and screws 27/- 33/- 48/- 75/- 96/- 125/- 
Brass sleeves Per 25/- 25/- 45/- 60/- 61/- 
1} x 6lb. 14 x 6lb. 2 X 71b. 3 X 7\1b. 
Lead P. trap with ee aan 
screws «.* Soe 74/- 103/- 176/6 
Lead S. trap do. tea 71/- 88/3 127/6 225/6 
Solder s. & 
Plumbers’ «- Perih....3. 0 
angel 5 PS a2 


Blow pip 


<< 3 
Copper i l BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 2844. per Ib. plus gauge 
Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 


and manufacturing extras as follows. 


Extra 
d. 

tin. X 19 gauge ese 12 Total per 
fin. X19 ,, # 103 se: 
nm. x 18. ;, ica 94 os sg 
tin. x18 ,, a 83 ee 
Iti in. X 18 ” 83 ” ” 
mee X17 104 pe 
Rolled Copper sheets up ‘to 48 in. wide, basic price 

plus gauge and manufacturing extras... per ton 
Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge, (25SWG) 5 cwt. = upwards per cwt. 

do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) os 

do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) > as 
Brass tubes basic ane - —- ae manufactur- 

ing extras «per Ib. 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 


Ib. 


6 12 
1 


9 


9 
114 


Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 


or Home Counties. 


Lead Sheet, English, 33 Ib. substance and upwards per ton 


Lead Water Pipe in coils 

Lead = Pipe, 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. dia. 
do. over 4 in. dia. aoa 

Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe 

Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton 

Sewt. and under 1 ton gas aes 

3cewt. do. 5 cwt. 

1 ewt. do. 3 cwt. . 

Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced ‘specially. 


Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 


extra according to current trade schedule. 


per cwt. 


”» 
” 


Allowance for Old Lead, collected £89 10s. Od. per 


ton weighed at buyer’s works. 


PLASTER, etc. 

Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on Site per ton 
do. White do. do. 

Sirapite Coarse do. do. 
do. Fine do. do. 


Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads 

Hydrated Lime do. 

Lump Lime do. Sas 

White Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads 

Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads 

— Chips in 6-ton loads we 
air 


Gypsum Plaster Lath ‘or Base Board 3 in. thick 600 


yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site 


Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
12 ft., 3 in. thick, 600 yds. wate over in one ° delivery 


Delivered site at 


per cwt. 


per yd. 


£ ¢ 
134 10 
Iss. § 
15 
138 15 
15 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area 

Ceiling Distemper... as ace “=e 
Washable Distemper 4 
Gloss Paint 

Snowcem cement paint ‘(in 1 cwt. drums) : 


LEAD PRODUCTS AND _— 


Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs 


ne pe 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 20 gal. lots in 1 gal tins per gal. 


Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg 

Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg 

Size }.D quality, 28 Ib. 

Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) Drums extra 

Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. 

Seine. 

Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) Drums extra 
do. do. (40gal. drum) do. 

Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior 

Creosote (40 gal. barrels) j 

Paste Powder (1 Ib. — 

White Lining Paper ... “- 


VARNISHES, etc. 
Delivered London area. 


Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside yea aaa 
Oak Pale Copal do. saa daa aa 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside cha 


Crystal Paper Varnish do. 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. ... 
Finest Carriage Varnish 

Front Door Varnish ... 

Japan Gold Size 


Black Japan ... “on waa 

Brunswick Black on “a oa 
Berlin Black ... eas was aan 
Terebene aa 


Knotting (1 gal. "bottles free)... 
French and Brush Polish (do.) 


eee 


GLASS 
Delivered London area. 


«es =per cwt. 
ce per gal. 
per cwt. 


tT cwt. 


per cwt. 
per ‘tin 
per gal. 


Per ft. super 


y oz. Sheet Glass, Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes 


Oz. ” ” ” ” ” 


= = »” ” ” ” ” 


rf in. "Rolled Plate 4 
fin. and } in. Rough Cast 


+ in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, Standard Patterns : 


White aaa ae 
Standard Tints . 
do. Special Tints... das 
4in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, 
Reedlyte and Luminating 
4 in. Wired Cast . 
+ in. Georgian Wired Cast 
— Glass Blocks— 
B.2 52 xX 5} X 37 in. <a 
PB3 7% X 72 X 34 in. ae 
-B. 32 7% X 72 x 3¢in 
re" Corner Blocks to ateh up with— 
B aaa 


P.B.3 a aaa as me aaa 
P.B.32 aaa <a 
3 in. Polished Plate Chee. G. G. Oude. 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. “a 
‘green se ms 5 ft. sup. aa 
45 ft. sup. : 
100 ft. sup. 


do. 


2 (9 ” ” 


> ” ” 


Hammerstripe, 


; Reeded, 


“he ft. su 


* 
oe. 
o 
. 


3 in. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates nentien 100 ft. 


sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. 


G.G. quality— 


Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one way or 135 in. 


both ways ; Bee 
Not exceeding 180 ft. sup., or ditto 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup., or ditto 


Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup. prices on application. 


Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at 
Special Prices 


Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass 
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£a @ 
112 0 
512 0 
2 © 
311 0 
810 0 
3 0 0 
616 3 
y a 
9 0 
12 6 
13 0 
5 6% 
49 
6 6 
Zz 6 
56 
1 2 
110 6 
113 0 
115 6 
113 0 
2 0.6 
2 8.0 
115 6 
18 0 
| eo Be 
10 0 
ee we 
| ee 
20 0 
113 0 


The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 


Description of Glass 


18 oz. sheet O.Q. eee aaa poe 
24 0%: ss - <n don ada 
16 08: + 

32 oz. 


+ in. Rolled Plate 

4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 
Patterns, White aes 

+ in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, “Hammerstripe, 
Reeded, Luminating and Spotlyte ... 

fsin. and } in. Rolled Plate or Rough —_ 

+ in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal ... aca 

3 in. Georgian Wired Cast oN aa — 


2/000 
2,000 
2,000 


—e 
LLLE FS PLRR* 


Minimum. Per ft. super. 


quantity. s. d. 
000 
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CURRENT RATES 07 WAGES 





AS FROM FEBRUARY 1, 1954. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 










































































































































































































aroun Grade KEY TO SCHEDULE.OF GRADE RATES. | Ce Grade, 
ETAVOD .occcqevsconcsccccccces. : phe TOP ea ON NEG” ee Pie 0 I Sea e aber u cc eleg 
cee = Grade Classification. A Al A2_ A3 Shrewsbury MB. ie 
ey af Craftsmen ... cam ce 3/74 3/7 3/65 3/6 cag | eoees ; 
INZGON  .aseee “ oA . 
proce cotta o a Labourers ... ees aaa 3/2 3/14 3/1 3/0} ines UD. 
yey seaneny ee Town. Grade. Town. Grade. L Town. —_— ee — 
‘Alderete Tint ‘2 om degen renee gg aseasee A2 ore besdenasas socsecseees ~ — Reccsomancaeamesmsorives - Smethwick CB. 
i. eh | o eenrpemenene A | Fleetwood’ A | Lyneham @Devon)............A2 | Soeumet "coauty 
AMiginchan. Ses — CB. A Lo ae om Macclesfield A Southampton pea. ay 
Acnhin VAL | BULY seenssseeeeeseeeeneees oon Folkestone .A2 Maidenhead Al Southend-on-Sea Dist. 7 
RR aa ceed St. Edmunds . Al Frinton sootul Maidstone ... Al Southport ih ae 
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* Nore. —Carpenters, B A son and Plumbers in all towns and districts receive 2d. per day Tool Allowances. 
‘ WomMeEN’s RAtEs.—In all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 2s. 8d. per hour. 


other than craft processes, 2s. 4d. per hour. 
: For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 744 


Women introduced to carry out work 
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FLAT CONSTRUCTION 
IN USA 


Liverpool Corporation Report 


A DEPUTATION of representatives 

of Liverpool Corporation Housing 
Committee has just spent a month in 
America studying multi-storey flat con- 
struction, having regard to schemes for 
similar buildings in Liverpool, where 
there is a famine of building land. From 
notes issued by Ald. H. N. Bewley, the 
chairman of the committee, we take the 
following extracts:— 


The housing deputation from the Liver- 
pool City Council, consisting of Alderman 
H. N. Bewley, Chairman of the Housing 
Committee; Councillor David Nickson, a 
member of the Housing Committee; Dr. 
Ronald Bradbury, City Architect and Direc- 
tor of Housing; and Professor Andrew 
Semple, Medical Officer of Health for the 
city, commenced their investigations into 
multi-storey housing projects in the United 
States on March 19, and continued their 
tour of inspection until March 30, when 
they left New York by air for Halifax, Nova 
Scotia, to return to England on the Queen 
Mary. 

PURPOSE OF VISIT 


The purpose of the visit was to study 
multi-storey housing developments, or, as 
the Americans call them, “ high-rise apart- 
ments,’ with particular reference to the 
layout of estates, the density of develop- 
ment and the mechanical services for such 
blocks, including, of course, the use of lifts. 
ventilation and central heating. 


The deputation made an exhaustive and 
exhausting study of the various housing 
developments already built or planned by 
the New York Housing Authority. This body 
operates as a separate entity but under the 
general egis of the New York City Council, 
and is respozsible for producing what the 
Americans call ‘“ public housing develop- 
ments,” particularly for the low-income 
group requiring homes in New York State. 
This Authority receives financial aid for 
certain of its projects from the New York 
State Housing Commission. 


Some 20 different housing projects spon- 
sored by the New York Housing Authority, 
which consist of at least 1,000 dwellings, 
the great majority of which were in blocks 
from 10 to 15 storeys high, were visited and 
inspected in great detail. Owing to the high 
cost of land and development in New York 
City, the densities of development were much 
higher than those common in this country. 
The site coverage occupied by buildings was 
as high as 18 per cent., and even over in 
many instances, and the population density 
it many cases was over 400 persons per 
acre. Indeed, the average coverage was just 
over 17 per cent., and the average population 
density was 222 persons per acre. 


SATISFACTORY SERVICES 


All the projects visited were served by 
In some 
examples visited, bathrooms were in the 
Interior of the flats, without windows to 
outside walls, and had forced ventilation. 
These appeared to be perfectly satisfactory 
and were accepted without complaint by the 


; tenants. 


Owing to the very different financial 
arrangements, the methods of subsidy and 
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the different standard of living and wage 
rates, it was very difficult for the deputation 
to make exact financial comparisons as com- 
pared to British developments. Nor was it 
possible to compare the rents charged for 
apartments in these projects in any real way 
with those ruling in Britain. As was to 
be expected, however, the rents charged were 
very much greater than those operating here. 
Further considerable research into the data 
provided by the various authorities will be 
necessary before any clear comparison can 
be made either of the rental or structural 
costs as between those operating in New 
York and in Britain. 


The standards of workmanship and finish 
generally in the New York City Authority’s 
“ high rise” housing developments appeared 
to be comparable in every way with those 
in this country. Whilst the appliances in 
the bathrooms and kitchens were more 
elaborate and of a higher quality than those 
supplied here, the deputation was surprised 
to find that internal finishes generally in 
some instances were not as good as those 
adopted here. For example, in many of 
the low-cost apartments the concrete ceiling 
was left unplastered and merely painted, and 
very little attempt had been made to intro- 
duce adequate soundproofing arrangements 
between the various flats. 


One of the projects which the deputation 
found particularly attractive is Fresh 
Meadows, a complete residential community 
planned, owned and managed by the New 
York Life Insurance Company. It is situated 
on Long Island, about 50 minutes by bus 
and subway from mid-town Manhattan. The 
scheme has 139 residential buildings dispersed 
over a site of 188 acres. The majority of 
buildings are of two and three storeys in 
height, although there are two 13-storey 
skyscraper blocks which dominate _ this 
scheme and give scale and interest to it. 
The total population of Fresh Meadows is 
11,000 persons in some 3,000 dwellings. The 
shopping centre at Fresh Meadows is par- 
ticularly attractive and well laid out and 
provides the whole range of requirements 
for the community, including, in addition to 
a wide range of stores and restaurants, such 
community facilities as a cinema, banks, etc. 


In Washington the deputation had very 
interesting discussions. with the technical 
experts of the Federal Housing Agency and 
learnt much which was of interest and which 
will be of use to know. Whilst in Washing- 
ton, various projects of a type more com- 
parable with those at present being built 
in Liverpool, and which have been executed 


by the National Capital Housing Agency, ~ 


were inspected. 


A comprehensive report on their tour of 
investigation will be submitted by the depu- 
tation to the City Council in due course. 


British Standards 


Among the British Standards recently 
issued are BS 336, “ Fire Hose and Suction 
Hose Couplings, Branch Pipe and Nozzle 
Connections,” price 4s. and BS 2051, 
“Olive, Soldered Nipple and Flared Types 
of Copper and Copper Alloy Tube Fittings 
for Engineering Purposes,” price 12s. 6d. 

The British Standards Institution has 
also issued BS 2091, “ Canister respirators 
(Gas Masks) and dust respirators (Dust 
Masks),” price 4s., and BS 2456, “ Floats for 
Ballvalves (Plastics) for Cold Water.” price 
2s. 6d. Copies may be obtained from the 
British Standards Institution, 2, Park-street. 
wi. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Research Report 
Research Report No. 22 has been pub- 


lished by the Aluminium Development 
Association, 33, Grosvenor-street, and is 
entitled “The Determination of Torsion 


Constants for Bulbs and Fillets by means of 
an Electrical Potential Analyser.” Price 
7s. 6d., the report describes the appgratus 
and its operation, and gives test results. 


Industrial Building 


The future of industrial building design 
was reviewed at a recent conference of 
officials from the Building Research Station 
at Watford, Ministry of Works officials and 
the architect’s department of the Dunlop 
Rubber Co. The discussion covered the 
whole range of industrial building, from the 
best type of structure to suit climatic con- 
ditions and natural building resources of 
different countries to questions of the colour 
and lighting which: would give factory 
workers the best conditions. 


Study Tours 


The Town and Country Planning Associa- 
tion have arranged a number of one-day 
coach tours to the new towns during the 
coming months. 

The first of these tours, on May 10, will 
visit Stevenage and Hemel Hempstead. On 
June 10, a tour of the LCC housing estates 
at Lansbury and Harold Hill will be 
followed by a visit in the afternoon to the 
new town of Basildon. All particulars of 
these tours are available from the Secretary, 
TCPA, The Planning Centre, 28, King- 
street, Covent Garden, WC2. 


GRAVEL AGGREGATES 


Requirements for Roadmaking 


ROAD RESEARCH TECHNICAL PAPER NO. 
30, “A Study of Single-sized Gravel Aggre- 
gates for Roadmaking,” has been published 
by the Stationery Office for the Department 
of Scientific and Industrial Research, price 
ls. It gives a summary of the results of 
tests on nearly 300 samples of single-sized 
gravel, together with information on modes 
of occurrence, distribution, classification and 
methods of production, and the main 
requirements for single-sized gravels for use 
in different forms of road construction. The 
investigation was carried out as part of a 
survey of gravel production to obtain data 
needed to help in drawing up the new 
British Standard for single-sized gravel 
aggregates (BS 1984). 

In many parts of Great Britain gravel 
is the cheapest local aggregate, but in the 
past a high proportion has been sold either 
“as dug” or after processing only by wash- 
ing and removing the sand. Increasing 
knowledge of the properties required in road- 
making aggregates has led to a demand for 
closely graded “single-sized” aggregates, 
These can be remixed to give more accurate 
control over gradings for normal concrete 
or coated macadam, or can be used singly 
or in combination with a controlled pro- 
portion of fines in gap-graded concrete, 
granular road bases, stone-filled asphalt or 
surface dressings. The main objects in pro- 
ducing this paper were to gather together 
under one cover for the information of 
engineers and producers all the available 
information on single-sized gravel aggregates 
and to show their wide field of application 
in roadmaking. The investigations were 
assisted by the active co-operation of the 
Ballast, Sand and Allied Trades Association. 


TRADE NEWS 
New Earth Mover 


Massey-Harris-Ferguson (Sales) Ltd., 
have recently introduced a new earth moving 
implement for the Ferguson Tractor. It 
consists of a front-mounted, 5-ft. wide con- 
cave blade incorporating a spring loaded, 
pivoting skid shoe assembly. The blade, 
which may be angled to 18 degrees or 23 





degrees to either side and also caters for 
offsetting, is connected through swinging 
link gates to a main frame free to pivot be- 
neath the tractor front end. Blade tilts of 
6 degrees or 12 degrees are obtainable. The 
thrust from the blade is transmitted through 
thrust bars to brackets beneath the rear 
axle housing. The main frame is connected 
through adjustable tension rods to brackets 
bolted to the forward end of the tractor 
lower links. Raising the lower links imparts 
a pull on the tension rods causing the main 
frame to pivot upwards and the blade to 
lift. Apart from the tension rod rear con- 
nections, the implement is attached to the 
tractor at only four points. The amount of 
load on the blade can be preselected and 
the blade can be controlled hydraulically to 
work at any depth. The illustration shows 
the earth mover in operation. 


Steel Pipes 


A new edition of their catalogue dealing 
with steel pipes for water, gas, sewage and 
air has been produced by Stewarts and 
Lloyds, Ltd., Brook House, Upper Brook- 
street, W1, and contains those particulars 
normally required with regard to their uses, 
such as joints and protection, together with 
technical data. The principal changes from 
the previous edition are the alterations in 
standard outside diameters and thicknesses 
of the pipes, and in the formulae for calcu- 
lating the flow of water. 


Accurate Loading 


One of the problems of fast mechanical 
loading lies in getting the correct tare weight 
or volume into the lorry. Precision loading 
is understood to be possible by the use of 
an Allis-Chalmers HD20G and an HDSG. 
These tracto-shovels work in a quarry on 
opposite sides of the gravel stockpile, and 
5 cu. yd. capacity lorries are backed, one 
at a time, in between them. The HD20G 
and the HDSG fill their buckets to their 
struck capacities of 4 cu. yd. and 1 cu. yd. 
respectively. By filling to struck capacity 
only, spillage from the buckets while the 
tractors are moving up to the lorry is 
avoided. The HD20G tips its 4 cu. yd. load 
into the lorry first and then the HDSG puts 
its 1 cu. yd. on top, thus giving a full, but 
not over full, load. The tracto-shovels load 
a 5 cu. yd. truck in one minute, and are 
made by the Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing 
Co., Salisbury House, London Wall, EC2. 
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Flexible Container 


A wide range of containers for factory 
and farm use have been announced by Dun- 
lop, in a new flexible compound of rubber 
resin which enables them to keep their shape 
under the roughest treatment. It has already 
been made up in a standard thickness of 
one-eighth of an inch into buckets, bogie 
linings, bins and trays. “ Fortiflex,” as it 
has been named, is understood to be resis- 
tant to vegetable fats and low-concentration 
acids and alkalis, light in weight and easily 
washed. 


Fire-proofing 


A fire-proofing process which is calculated 
to make the antipyrine solution penetrate to 
the very core of timber and plywood is 
being marketed by the Timber Fireproofing 
Co., Ltd., 13a, Old Burlington-street, W1. 
Known as the “Oxylene” process, it is 
claimed to be a non-corrosive preservative, 
and to arrest warping and prevent dry rot 
and the attack of insects. The treated 
material can be worked, painted, varnished 
and polished as normal. 


Technical Folder 


A new reference catalogue for architects 
and builders has been issued by Orlit, Ltd., 
Colnbrook, Bucks, and gives full information 
about all types of buildings using Orlit 
frames and basic units. The comprehensive 
text is accompanied by detailed drawings and 
photographs of various Orlit structures in 
progress and completed. For the con- 
venience of users, the folder is in loose-leaf 
form, allowing for the addition of new 
sheets and the replacement of any sheets 
which become obsolete. : 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


[From Our Own Correspondents] 


Australia—The construction of abattoig 
at Wingham, NSW, has been recommend 
by the delegates of the Manning Shire Cow 
cil and of Wingham and Taree Municip, 
Councils, 

In April, the prices of three basic buildin 
materials—timber, bricks and fibrous plaste; 
—will rise. This will affect the cost of 
future homes. 

The Minister of Health (Mr. M. O’Sulj. 
van) has announced that Ryde Mental Ho. 
pital is to be constructed by the New Sout) 
Wales State Government at a cost of 
£A3,000,000. Plans for the hospital ar 
almost finished and a tuberculosis home with 
120 beds will be the first unit of the estab. 
lishment to be built. When built, the ment 
hospital will accommodate about 1,9) 
patients. 


Australia—The Minister of Education, 
New South Wales (Mr. R. J. Heffron) ha 
signed a contract for the construction of , 
new technical high school, costing £234,00, in 
Forrest-road, Hurstville, Sydney, which wil 
have an auditorium, an assembly hall, ; 
gymnasium and 16 general classrooms. Work 
will commence shortly, A. R. Hinwood and 
Son Pty., Ltd., the lowest tenderer, having 
obtained the contract. 

Tenders are to be called for the constr. 
tion of a new hotel at Mount Kosciusko, 
which is situated in the south-east of New 
South Wales and forms a part of the Austra- 
lian Alps. 


*Canada.—Construction of a  12-storey 
apartment hotel on Albert-street will shortly 
begin. The hotel is to be erected close to 
the centre of the city half a block away 
from Elgin-street, and will include space for 
stores on the street level. The building i 
described as an apartment hotel and the 
cost may run as high as half a million 
dollars. UK firms interested in quoting for 
any part of the contract, or for furnishings 
and equipment, should write direct by air 
mail to Doug O’Connell, of D. W. O’Connell, 
Contractors, 30, Rideau-street, Ottawa. 
Inquiries by telephone should be made to 
Chancery 4411, Extension 755. 


Colombia.—The Institute of Electrical 
Development in Colombia, South America. 
is reported to have under study plans for 
a hydro-electric plant on the River Magda- 
lena, at La Honda, with a potential capacity 


of 500,000 kilowatts. at a cost of approxi f 


mately £900,006. 

American and French experts advising the 
Institute have been making a thorough study 
of electrical schemes in the Departments of 
Valle. Cauca and Narino with a view to 
recommending the building of electrical 
plant. 

The Municipality of Medellin is now cot 
sidering tenders for the third unit to com 
plete the first hydro-electric station on the 
Rio Grande, and it is expected that tenders 
will be issued for a second station of similar 
capacity to the first. 

The Municipality of Cali 
decided to go ahead with the contract with 
the Swiss firm of Sulzer for two coal-burning 


thermo-electric plants with a total capacity 


of 24,000 kilowatts. The improvement 0 
Bogota’s water supply is estimated to cos! 
£114m.. which will partly be financed by 
the Government. 

The American firm Skidmore, Owens and 


Merril has presented to the Municipality  f 
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Bogota a plan for a municipal service centre, 
including a food-storage and market centre, 
a milk-treatment plant, an inter-city terminal, 
a traffic-control department, social services 
and police headquarters at a total cost of 
£5m. A further project for the develop- 
ment of Bogota is for an “ administrative 
city,” including buildings for Government 
departments and a new Presidential palace 
outside the crowded city centre. 

The firm of R. J. Tipton Associates, of 
Colombia, with their parent company of 
Denver, United States, have secured against 
international competition the contract to 
study and design a new sewage system for 
Cali. The French firm Etablissements Emile 
Degremont has secured a contract as con- 
sulting engineers for 24 other sewage systems 
in the Valle, most of the work being carried 


_out by Colombian companies. 


The former head of the Tennessee Valley 
Authority, David Lilienthal, has been making 
a preliminary study of the irrigation and 
water supply problems in the Department 
of Valle, and has contracted to carry out a 
full-scale survey and report. The New York 
firm of Parsons and Whittemore, Inc., have 
granted the Municipality of Moneteria a loan 
of approximately £4m. for a public works 
programme complementary to the new 
electric plant. 

A number of American companies are 
setting up factories and stores in Bogota. 
Among them are Sears, Roebuck, the well- 
known US chain store, and Miles Labora- 
tories. Quaker Oats have decided to open 
a factory at Cali. Extensions are to be made 
to the rubber industry, and a number of 
plants are to extend their factories. A firm 
known as Icollantas has plans for develop- 
ment of its rubber factories, and the famous 
Goodyear Tyre Company is also to expand 
its factory at Cali. 


Cuba—New premises are to be built in 
Havana, Cuba, to accommodate the National 
Bank of Cuba, the Banco de Fomento 
Agricola e Industrial de Cuba, and the 
Financiera Nacional. 

The 1951 plan to rebuild “ Our Lady of 
Mercy” hospital has been revived. A site 
is to be chosen shortly. It will be different 
from the one mentioned by the Havana Press 
in 1951. 

Building activity is brisk and a number of 
public works projects have been started. 
These include the new Palace of Justice and 
other Government buildings in the capital’s 
new Civic Centre and a new Sports City and 
Stadium outside Havana. 

The contract for the construction of a 
waterworks to the south of Havana at a cost 
of $144m. has been signed and the first year’s 
instalment of $7m. handed over by Banco 
Nunez to the Mayor of Havana. Sub-con- 
tracts for the supply of the necessary pump- 
ing, electricity generating and water distribu- 
tion equipment have not yet. been awarded. 

The possibility of erecting a new milk 
processing plant in Camaguey to convert 
100,000 litres of fresh milk daily into con- 
densed, evaporated, and canned milk is being 
discussed. Plans for the new factory are 
being drawn up. 

Iraq.—The Iraqi Development Board has 
decided to seek British and French advice 
with regard to the co-ordination of Iraq’s 
development plans. Tenders have been 
issued for earth works, culverts and bridges 
on the Aziziya-Kut Section of the Bagdad- 
Basra road, and for the construction of 
cement works at Mosul and Kirkuk together 
with associated electrical power stations. 
The primary purpose of these cement plants 
will be to supply cement for the dams in the 
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North of Iraq. It has also been announced 
that the contract for the building of the 
Dokan Dam on the Lesser Zab river in 
Northern Iraq has been awarded to a group 
of French companies. Three others are 
planned for Eski-Mosul on the Tigris, 
Derbendi-Khan on the Diyala, and Bekhme 
on the Greater Zab. 

A German firm has secured a contract 
for the erection of a woollen factory. A 
contract for a new water scheme is to be 
awarded to a local British-managed firm. 

Tenders are also to be issued for the 
construction of three more bridges at 
Samawa, Mosul, and Taqtaqg. An industry 
is to be established for the extraction of 
sugar from dates and plans are in hand for 
the building of factories. Experiments have 
been carried out in Switzerland for the 
Iraqi Government. 

Three small factories for the cotton in- 
dustry’are being built by an Italian company 
at a cost of £38,000. It is understood that 
the Government is planning to erect a cotton 
spinning factory at Basra. An Indian firm 
of engineers has been invited to submit a 
report. Of interest to exporters of building 
materials will be the fact that the Industrial 
and Estate Banks are to get together to form 
a £4m. company for the production of build- 
ing materials in Iraq. 


Poland.—Alongside the expansion and 
modernisation of old factories in Poland, 
work is in full swing on the building of many 
new projects. A huge sintering plant capable 
of producing several thousand tons of ag- 
glomerate a day is being built at the Beirut 
iron and steel works in Czestochowa. The 
plant, which is Russian designed, will com- 
prise well over 20 sections. Many factories 
aré being built in the eastern regions which 
were neglected before the war as far as 
development of industry and agriculture was 
concerned. At Ostroleka, in the neighbour- 
hood of Warsaw, work is going ahead on the 
building of a power and heat generating 
station. A large silk weaving mill is being 
built near the modern silk factory con- 
structed two years ago at Turek near Poznan. 











BOOKS FOR BUILDERS 


HOW TO ESTIMATE 
By JOHN T. REA 
The new 11th edition has been brought up to 
date to September, 1950, with tables giving 
cost increases for materials and labour for 
1936-7, 1939 and 1944-50. Over 680 
illustrations. 21s. net (by post 21s. 104.) 


DRAINAGE AND SANITATION 
By E. H. BLAKE 
10th Edition just published. 
Revised and re-illustrated. 
**...This has become a standard volume cover- 
ing in a ise and t measure the 
whole subject.” — The Engineer. 
15s. net (by post 15s. 9d.) 


FLETCHER’S QUANTITIES 
Revised by A. E. BAYLIS 
12th Edition revised. 
This famous work presents, in tabulated form, 
the methods of the valuation and measurement 
of building and engineering work. 700 pp. 
Many diagrams. 30s. net (by post 31s.) 





THE PRINCIPLES OF 
STRUCTURAL MECHANICS 
By PERCY J. WALDRAM 
3rd Edition revised. 

** The success of the book depends not merely 
on the author's obvious mastery of his subject 
...but even more on his uncommon gift of 
lucid explanation."*— The Architects’ Journal. 


18s. net (by post 18s. 9d.) 


B. T. BATSFORD LTD. 
Retail Dept., 
15 North Audley Street. London, W.1 
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Housing is an important feature of build- 
ing in Poland and many housing estates are 
going up in parts of the country. The main 
building work on Warsaw’s largest housing 
estate, Muranow, which already houses 
30,000 people, will be concentrated this year 
along the North-South thoroughfare and in 
Muranow North. The main thoroughfare of 
this district will constitute the northern 
boundary of the centre of Warsaw. The 
road will be 264 ft. wide, and blocks of flats 
six to eight storeys high will be built on 
either side. Five of the ten blocks now under 
construction there will be completed by the 
end of this year. On the western side of the 
thoroughfare, ene of the largest blocks of 
flats is being built. It is of circular construc- 
tion and will contain more than 700 flats. 

Bielany, in the northern part of Warsaw, 
is another important building site and work 
is being expanded there every year. Four 
schools are to be built here as well as a 
health centre. 


South Africa-—The National Housing 
Commission has given its approval for the 
building of an additional 250 houses for 
Natives at Dube, near Johannesburg. The 
houses are to be built by the Johannesburg 
Municipality and will be financed out of 
funds previously allocated for owner-built 
houses. At present 200 houses are being 
constructed at Dube. When these are com- 
pleted work will start on the new scheme. 
A further 300 houses are being built by the 
Johannesburg Municipality at Meadowlands 
for the Government. Another Native town- 
ship is to be established shortly at Mofolo, 
close to Dube. It is probable that nearly 
£900,000 will be spent on the building and 
servicing of 2,465 houses there. 


*Southern Rhodesia—Salisbury Munici- 
pality are calling for tenders (Tender No. 
C15/54) for the supply of roadmaking plant. 
The closing date for the receipt of tenders 
is April 27, 1954. All inquiries by telephone 
should be made to Chancery 4411, Ext 738 
or 771. 


*USA.—The Erie Mining Co. has com- 
missioned the Peter Kiewit Sons Co., of, 
Omaha, Nebraska, to begin construction of 
a $300m. taconite ore harbour and concen- 
trating plant on Lake Superior to have an 
initial annual capacity of 5}m. tons of ore 
pellets. 


ELECTRICIANS’ WAGES 
Halfpenny Extra Increase 


AN INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES TRIRUNAL have 
awarded electricians in the contracting in- 
dustry an extra halfpenny an hour as from 
March 15. After the recent guerilla strikes 
the National Federated Electrical Associa- 
tion agreed to advance wages by 2d. an hour. 
The Electrical Trades Union asked for a 
further advance and reported to the Minister 
of Labour on March 16 that there was a dis- 
pute. The Minister referred the matter to 
the tribunal on March 22 and the parties 
were heard on April 5. 


Population Increase 


The Registrar General’s quarterly return 
for the December quarter, 1953, published 
on April 20 (Stationery Office, 2s.), states 
that the estimated home population of 
England and Wales at December 31, 1953, 
was 44,166,000, made up of 21,249,000 
males and 22,917,000 females, an increase of 
about 420,000 since the last census in April, 
1951. Estimates of future figures show that 
on certain assumptions, the population is 
likely to reach a peak of 46,617,000 in 1983 
and then to decline to 46,382,000 by 1993. 
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Crematorium Architect 


RATIFICATION of the appointment of 

one of the three architects recommended 
by the Royal Incorporation of Architects 
in Scotland, as proposed by the Cemetary, 
Parks, and Community Centres Committee, 
has resulted in a Hamilton architect being 
chosen for the projected crematorium at 
Greenock. 

The successful applicant is Mr. Lochart 
W. Hutson, OBE, FRIBA, PPRIAS. 

The site chosen for the new crematorium 
is the Hill, Caddlehill, and the scheme has 
been approved by the Government. 

The Corporation has given the convenor, 
the vice-convenor and the appropriate 
officials power to arrange for a survey of the 
ground to be undertaken without delay, and 
to arrange with the architect for the prelimi- 
nary plans to be submitted with all possible 
speed, while the Master of Works is re- 
sponsible for, and has now submitted a re- 
port giving an indication of, the cost of the 
provision of certain services. 


Sighthill Church Competition 


IN THE ILLUSTRATION pages of our issue of 
April 2, when designs submitted in the com- 
petition for a church at Sighthill, Edinburgh, 
were shown, the name of the competitor 
placed third (Mr. R. S. Morrison, DA (Dun- 
dee), ARIBA, of Glasgow) was placed under 
the illustration of the design awarded fourth 
place (by Mr. Alex. R. Taylor, ARIBA, also 
of Glasgow). We tender our apologies to 
both these prizewinners. 


New Hydro-Electric Scheme 


A SCHEME to develop the water-power re- 
sources of the River Orrin (Ross-shire), the 
Allt na Fainich, the Allt Goibhre, the Alit 
na Criche, and their tributaries, has been 
confirmed by Mr. James Stuart, Secretary of 
State for Scotland. 

The scheme, prepared by the North of 
Scotland Hydro-Electric Board, provides for 
the creation of a new loch in Glen Orrin, five 
miles upstream from the Orrin Falls, by the 
construction of a dam across the River Orrin. 
Water from the loch will be taken by tunnel 
to a generating station with an installed capa- 
city of 18,000 kilowatts, to be erected near 
Achonokie in Strathconon, on the southern 
shore of the loch, which is at present. being 
created at Torr Achilty as part of the board’s 
Glascarnoch, Luichart and Torr Achilty 
scheme. The water discharged from the 
generating station at Achonokie will thus 
eventually pass through the Torr Achilty 
generating station as well. The scheme is 
estimated to cost £4.550,000. 


Scottish Architecture 


A PLEA for a more vital type of architec- 
ture in contemporary Scottish building was 
made by Mr. Wm. McCrea, retiring presi- 
dent, at the annual meeting of the Glasgow 
Institute of Architects on April 7. 

Post-war buildings in Scotland, as illus- 
trated by a recent exhibition held in 
Glasgow, showed a disappointing lack of 
imaginative design, he said. In all the ex- 
amples of housing, schools, factories. and 
churches there was the all pervading stamp 
of cost control in an extreme form. coupled 
with the soulless factor of mass-production. 
While they must expect disciplinary neces- 


sities, he did not think they had wrestled 
with them to produce anything more than 
bald statements of walls, windows, and 
doors, with an occasional roof thrown in. 

“IT hope a beginning of a more vital 
architecture is about to emerge,” he added, 
“and that this will show up in every build- 
ing job we tackle. Like a plant it can only 
flower if it is given careful attention and 
suitable nurturing.” 


Gienrothes New Town 


THE LEGISLATION setting up the New Town 
of Glenrothes proposed a population of 
32,000. In view of an answer in Parlia- 
ment by the Secretary of State, Mr. Stuart, 
to the effect that it was expected that the 
ultimate population of the new town of 
Glenrothes will be about 18,000, a meeting 
was convened between the New Town 
Corporation, the Department of Health for 
Scotland and the Planning Committee of the 
Fife County Council. 


This meeting was reported to the County 
Councils Planning Committee by the chair- 
man, Mr. R. Lowry West, who stated that 
“Glenrothes Corporation and_ ourselves 
now realise that the population will be not 
more than 18,000.” 


Housing as a Social Service 


THE QUESTION of whether housing should 
be a social service was brought up at the 
seventh annual conference of the Scottish 
branch of the Institute of Housing recently. 

COUNCILLOR D. HutTcuison, Motherwell 
and Wishaw, said it seemed, on the basis 
of all the evidence available, to be an almost 
self-evident conclusion that housing was 
to-day, and must continue to be, an ever- 
growing social service. 

He pointed out that there had never been 
a time in history when there had not been 
a serious housing problem. But because of 
changed attitudes of mind and because we 
had now begun to see housing as a social 
service, we were nearer to the sight of a 
solution to the problem than we had ever 
been before. We would be even nearer to 
a solution if we had sufficient courage to 











THE ORGANISATION 
OF BUILDING FIRMS 


A series of articles, con- 
tributed by leading Builders 
in various parts of Great 
Britain, on the organisa- 
tion of the medium sized 
builders’ business. Re- 
printed from “The Builder.” 
Price 2/6; By post, 2/9 


& 
Book Dept. 
The Builder House, 
Catherine Street. W.C.2 
Tele.: TEMple Bar 6251 (Ext. 5) 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


OLLOWING are rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from February 1, 1954, 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, Shetland, 
etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 74d.; Labourers, 3s. 2d. 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 


Year Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours, 
s. es 
Ist. he “3 a ae 39 104 
2nd ae as oe oe 53 2 
3rd sie os os oe 19 9 
4th es oe -- 664 106 4 
5th we oe wey ae 119 74 
For female labour, the rates are: 
Operatives on craft operations (at end of s. d. 
probationary period) = oe wa Be 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary period) toe 8 











go ahead and turn housing into a real and 
complete social service, and having solved 
the problem for one generation we would 
have solved it for every generation that was 
to follow. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Plans prepared by their architects have 
been approved for new Church of Scotland church 
and presbytery, also new church hall and manse which 
are to be erected at the Mastricks housing site. 


Ayr.—Corporation to have plans prepared for over 
400 houses to be erected at various housing sites, in- 
cluding Tillyside, Collington Mains, and Oxgange, and 
also 12 houses for old folks. The architect is Thomas 
O’Brien (A), MIMunE, Municipal-bldgs., High-st., 
The Sandgate, Ayr. 

Clackmannanshire.—Plans to be prepared by their 
architects for a new factory to be erected at Tillye- 
body-rd., Alloa, by Donaldson Bros., Ltd., Hallpark 
Mills, Alloa. 

Dundee.—Plans to be prepared for a new Forfar- 
shire old folks’ home to be erected at Clements Park. 
The architect is Robert Dron (F), and the Corpora- 
tion’s Quantity Surveyor, J. A. F. Morrison, FRICS, 
Municipal-bldgs., City-sq., Dundee. 


Eddlewood.—Lanarkshire CC to have plans prepared 
for 54 houses to be erected at Quarter-rd. site. The 
architect is Samuel MacColl (A), County-bldgs., Beck- 
ford-st., Hamilton West. 

Edinburgh.—Plans prepared and approved for new 
buildings to be erected by the Northern Gen. Hosp. 
Brd. on selected site at an est. cost of £24,000. 


Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for altera- 
tions for Duncan Campbell & Sons, Ltd., 62, Bath-st., 
Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for new engineering de- 
partment for Kennedy, MacLeod & Co., Ltd., to be 
erected at St. Vincent’s-cres. The architect is Magnus 
Duncan (F), 234, Eglinton-st., Eglinton Toll, Glas- 
gow. 

Glasgow.—New storage and haulage buildings to be 
erected at Cadder-st. by the National Gas Board, 36, 
Robertson-st., Glasgow, from plans by their own staff 
architects. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for a new 
cleansing depot to be erected at Glenmore, which 
have been prepared by the Architectural and Planning 
Dept., Municipal-bldgs., George-sq., Glasgow. 


Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for new 
additions to be erected at Craighall-rd. by Brownlee & 
Co., Ltd., Craighill, Port Dundas, Glasgow. 


Glasgow.—Plans prepared for Fibreglass & Co., 
Ltd., Springburn, for scheme of reconstruction, addi- 
tions and alterations at Hawthorn-st., Balmore-rd., for 
which the architects are Edwards, Jamieson & Co., 
Ltd., 248, Dobbies Loan, Townhead, Glasgow. 


Inverness.—Plans prepared by their architects have 
been approved for the erection of 75 houses at the 
Doris housing site, by Inverness Associated Builders, 
Ltd., 42, Union-st., Inverness. 


Kirkintilloch.—Corporation to have plans prepared 
for the Dean of Guild Court for a large scheme of 
houses to be erected at the Newdyke housing site. 
Tre architect is Robert J. Walker, Burgh Surveyor's 
Offices, Kirkintilloch. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared by their architects 
have been approved for new Church of Scotland 
church buildings, to be erected at Tanfield-rd., Orbis- 
ton, Bellshill. 

Midlothian.—Plans prepared and approved for 
alterations and additions for Messrs. Woolworth to 
carried out at an est. cost of £10,500, at High-st., 
Portobello. The architect is M. Winbourne (F), 
1/5, New Bond-st., London, WC. 
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FUTURE 


THE BUILDER 


CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (t) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 
APRIL 21. 
+St. Asaph RDC.—Nine houses. FF. C. Roberts, 
architect, Earl-chbrs., Mold. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by 


May 14. 


APRIL 23. 

*tBath City C.—32 flats at Snow Hill, redevelop- 
ment scheme. W. E. Underwood & Son, quantity 
surveyors, 21, Gay-st., Bath. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tEast Sussex CC.—Conversion of Leasam House, 
Rye, into hostel. County A. Tenders by May 25. 
APRIL 29. 

*Ipswich CBC.—68 houses on Chantry estate 2A. 
BE&S. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by June 3 

APRIL 30. 

*tBeckenham BC.—172 flats with road works on 
fand adjoining Crystal Palace Park-rd. and Sydenham- 
ave. ; 

*tEast Sussex CC.—Two additional classrooms with 


stores at Rye County Modern School. County A, 
Lewes. Tenders by May 26. 
*tGlasgow Corpn.—Completion of works to 


Mitchell Library extension. City A & Planning Officer. 

*tOldbury BC.—Erection of 36 dwellings and a 
community centre for aged persons at Pound-rd., Old- 
bury. BE, Municipal Bank-chbrs., Birmingham-st., 
Oldbury, nr. Birmingham. Dep. £3 3s. 


MAY 1. 

*tWest Ham CBC.—Contract 157, 30 maisonettes 
at St. Thomas-rd., E16; contract 192, multiple store 
and offices, 7 shops, 2 kiosks, 7 garages, 7 maisonettes 
and 6 flats at Church-st., E15; contract No. 208, 13 
houses and 2 garages at Shirley-st., E16. Boro’ A & 
Planning Officer. Dep. £2 2s. each contract. 


MAY 3. 
*tHaves and Harlington UDC.—60 flats at Barnhill 
estate (contract No. 2). E&S, Town Hall, Hayes. 
*tWolverhampton CBC.—Sec. mod. school at War- 
stones West. 
MAY 5 


*tNorfolk EC.—Laboratory block at Diss Grammar 
School. County Ed. Officer, Stracey-rd., Norwich. 


MAY 6. 

Northwich RDC.—Six bungalows and 8 houses at 
Daversham (contract No. 9b); 8 houses and 6 bunga- 
lows also at Daversham (contract No. 9C); and 4 
houses at Utkinton (contract No. 27C); roads and 
sewers at Daversham (contract No. 9D). E&S. 


MAY 7. 
*Luton BC.—Four shops with 4 flats over at 
Yeovil-rd., Ashcroft-rd. housing estate. BE. Dep. 


Reading CB.—General construction work at the 

Reading cattle market. BS, Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
MAY 8. 

*tEastbourne CB.—44 houses, 
shelter, Royal Sussex Regiment Memorial. 
Saffrons-rd. Dep. £2 2s. each. 

MAY 10, 

*Bolton CB.—Repairs and partial reconstruction, 
Crook-st. garage roof. &S. 

*Leyland UDC.—54 dwellings on Wade Hall estate, 
contract No. 7. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

Norfolk CC.—Five police houses and 3 district 
furses’ houses on various sites. County A, Norwich. 

*York City C.—36 flats, Nicholas-st. City A, 8, St. 
Leonard’s-pl. Dep. £2. 

va MAY 12. 

_ Teifiside RDC.—Six houses at Llechryd housing 
site, Cardigan. W. S. P. Cottrell, architect, 8, Quay- 
st., Carmarthen. Dep. £2 2s. 

MAY 14. 

Lunesdale RDC.—Four houses and one aged people’s 
bungalow at Wray, nr. Hornby. Pearson & 
Son, architects, 18, Dalton-sq., Lancaster. Dep. £2. 
_*Widnes BC.—18 dwellings on Eric-st. /Joseph-st. 
site. Boro’ A. Dep. £5 5s. 

- ? MAY 15. 

Godalming BC.—Public conveniences at Crown- 
st. car park. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

Huyton-with-Roby UDC.—11 shops and 18 flats 
on St. John’s-rd. East estate. Chief A Assistant. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

*Lancs CC.—Control centre at Pit-la., Widnes. 
Boro’ A, Widnes. Dep. £1 Is. 

. MAY 17. 

Stepney MBC.—New paving depot, 
ollices, stores and flat. BE&S. Dep. £5 5 


Langney Village; 
BS, 2, 


I 


including 
S. 


. MAY 18. 
Bournemouth CB.—Conversion of 6 houses to 


form 12 self-contained flats. Boro’ A (Room 106), 
Town Hall, Bournemouth. Dep. £2 2s. 

Wallasey CB.—Erection of one three-storey block of 
flats, Church-st./Water-st. Boro’ A, Town Hall, 
Wallasey. Dep. £1 Is. 

MAY 21. 

Chatham BC.—72 flats on the Woods Wood estate, 
Chatham. J. A. T. Richards, Deputy BE&S., Town 
Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Maidenhead BC.—16 houses on Spencers estate. 
BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


Runcorn UDC.—66 dwellings on Penn-la. estate; 
and 43 dwellings on Windsor-gr. estate. E&s. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

JUNE 1. 
*Brighton CBC.—Factory at East Moulscoombe 


industrial area. D. J. Howe, MICE, MiMunE, 26-30, 
King’s-rd. Dep. £3 3s. 
JUNE 4. 
*Salford City C.—102 flats at Trinity clearance area 
No. 1 (part 2). City E. Dep. £3 3s. 
NO DATE. 
*Basingstoke BC.—Two houses and 14 garages at 
Norden-cl., South View housing estate. Boro’ A 
Dep. £2 2s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


APRIL 27. 
*Luton BC.—Heating and hot water services at 
William Austin school. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 


MAY 8. 

*tMalden & Coombe BC.—External decorations to 

64 flats and 110 houses. J. Apse, BE 
MAY 15. 

*Southport CBC.—External and internal painting 

to schools and kitchens. Chief Ed. Officer. 
MAY 17. 

*Royal Bucks and Assoc. Hosp. Management Com. 
—External decorations to four properties. The 
Secretary, 9, Bicester-rd., Aylesbury. 

*Wolverhampton CBC.—About 2,000 yds. chestnut 
fencing and 8,000 5-ft. stakes. BE. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 


WATER WORKS 


MAY 6. 
Kidderminster BC.—Road, footpath and verges on 
the Comberton estate. BE, 110, Mill-st., Kidder- 
minster. Dep. £2 2s. 


MA é 
Winchester City C.—Reconstruction and resurfac- 
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TIMBER FLUID 


KILLS 









NO BETTER PRODUCT ON SALE TODAY 
Rentokil Timber Fluid kills beetle, egg and grub 
and successfully prevents all future attack. Use 
the proven insecticide and be free of wood- 
worm. For specialist advice or identification of 
specimens, call or ‘phone Woodworm and 
Dry Rot Centre (B), 23, Bedford Square, 
London, W.C.1 
Telephone : LANgham 5455/6. 
RENTOKIL LTD., FETCHAM, LEATHERHEAD, SURREY 
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in the city. City E. Dep. 
_ MAY 10. 

Bridge-Bleau RDC.—Roads, sewers and footpaths 

on the Littlebourne housing site. E&S., Council 


ing of various roads 
£2 2s. 


Offices, 41, Old Dover-rd., Canterbury. Dep. £2 2s. 
Guildford RDC.—About 15,068 yds. sewer, with 
214 manholes, etc. E&S. Dep. £10 10s. 
MAY 14 


East Shropshire Water Board.—Tibberton water 
supply. A. H. S. Waters, MICE, engineer, 25, 
Temple-row, Birmingham, 2. Dep. £3 3s. 

tHartley Wintney RDC.—Main drainage of Hart- 
ford Bridge area. Howard Humphreys & Sons, 
engineers. 191, Victoria-st., Westminster. Dep. 
£3 3s. Tenders by May 21 


MAY 17. 

Grange UDC.—{a) mass concrete dam with valve 
tower, etc.; (b) back intake and piping; (c) filter 
house and pipework alterations. Ward, Ashcroft & 
Parkman, engineers, 38, The Temple, Dore-st., 
Liverpool, 2. Dep. £10 10s. 


MAY 24. 
*Cuckfield RDC.—Site preparation, Horsted Keynes 
housing site No. 4. ES. Dep. £2 2s. 

Holderness RDC.—Sewerage works at Bilton, nr. 
Hull. John Dossor, MICE, consultant engineer, 
Monk Bar-chbrs., York. Dep. £5. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Camberwell.—SitE ACQUISITION.—Proposals have 
been made by LCC Hsg. Com. for the incorporation 
of the site of Lomond-gr. school in the adjoining 
Elmington estate for housing purposes. 

Camberwell.—County ScHoot ComMPLEMFNT.—LCC 
Ed. Com. have decided that the Peckham House site 
shall be used for the erection of the county comple- 
ment to Mary Datchelor girls’ sch. with about 1,500 
places proposed in the London School Plan. The 
Peckham sec. sch. for girls will be incorporated into 
this county complement, and the scheme for the new 
buildings, prepared by E Lyons & L. Israel, 
AA.RIBA, 28, Seymour-st., W1, provides for three 
administration and teaching blocks of three and four 
storeys and a single-story gymnasium block grouped 
around an assembly hall block, and for a detached 
two-storey housecraft block connected with one of the 
teaching blocks by a covered way. The assembly hall 
group will include three auxiliary halls and the kitchen 
wing. The structure will consist generally of a rein- 
forced concrete frame with pre-stressed concrete floors, 
and will be faced with pre-cast concrete and facing- 
bricks.. Teaching rooms will have double-glazed win- 
dows in hardwood frames, and the assembly halls, 
gymnasia, sanitary blocks and kitchen will have 
windows in metal frames. A schoolkeeper’s house 


will be built. The estimated cost of the building and 
ancillary works, fees and incidental expenses is 
£448,718. 


Lambeth.—Housinc Site ExTENSION.—The acquisi- 
tion, clearance and partial redevelopment for housing 
purposes of the site of No. 136 and 138, Upper Tulse 
Hill is recommended by LCC Hsg. Com. at an esti- 
mated cost of £10,000. About 15 dwellings could be 
built on the site as an extension to the Upper Tulse 
Hill housing site. 

LCC.—EpucaTIoNAL BUILDING PROGRAMME.—LCC 
Ed. Com. have selected the following sec. schs. for 
the 1955-56 programme: County complement (boys) 
to Alleyn’s sch. (Camberwell, Dulwich), 1,470 cost 
places, £411,600; county sec. sch. for girls in Burnt- 
wood-la. area, Earlsfield (Wandsworth, Central), 2,080 
cost places, £582,400; county sec. sch. for boys on 
site intended for Holloway county college (Shoreditch 
and Finsbury), 544 cost places, £152,320; county sec. 
sch. for girls on site intended for county college at 
Prospect-ter. (Holborn and St. Pancras South), 544 
cost places, £152,320; Holland Park sch., county sec. 
sch. for boys and girls (Kensington South), 2,080 cost 
places, £566,450 (preliminary estimate); Northbrook 
CE sch. for boys and girls (Lewisham South), 360 
cost places, £100,800; Roman Catholic sec. sch. for 
boys and girls in Downham area (Lewisham South), 
360 cost places, £100,800; Roman Catholic sec. sch. 
for girls in Kensington area, 510 cost places, £142,800. 

New housing proposals have been examined and 
new prim. schs. will be needed as indicated in the 
following table. LCC Ed. Com. propose that they 
shall be included in the building programme for 
1955-56. The total of the gross costs is £419,150; 
Bonneville area (Wandsworth, Clapham), 600 cost 
places, £99,600; Brooklands Park housing area (Green- 
wich), 280 cost places, £46,480; Cowpers Row area on 
site intended for a nursery sch. (Wandsworth, Streat- 
ham). 190 cost places, £31,540; La Retraite RC 
(Wandsworth, Clapham) for jun. girls and infants, 
280 cost places, £46,480; Roehampton housing area 
No. 2 (Wandsworth. Putney), 560 cost places, £92,960; 
Sacred Heart RC (Wandsworth, Putney) (first stage— 
ultimately 480 places), 160 cost places, £26,560; 
St. Andrew’s RC (Wandsworth, Streatham) (first 
stage—ultimately 360 places) 160 cost places, £26,560; 
Thornton-rd. RC for jun. boys (Wandsworth, Clap- 
ham), 135 cost places, £22.410; Trinity CE (Lambeth, 
Norwood) (first stage—ultimately 250 cost places), 
160 cost places, £26,560. 

The reserves for the 1955-56 programme will be 
those sec. schs. included in the three-year programme, 


-which have not been included in the programmes for 


1954-55 or 1955-56. 
Paddington.—SitE Acqutsition.—LCC Hsg. Com. 
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recommend the acquisition of sites in the Clarendon- 
st. area for housing purposes. Negotiations are going 
on with the Church Commissioners for England for 
the sale to LCC of about 15 acres near the Clarendon- 
cres. area and separated from it by the properties in 
Delamere-cres. and Westbourne-sq. The site is bounded 
by Delamere-ter., Warwick-cres., Harrow-rd., 
Chichester-rd. and Chichester-pl. and comprises 266 
properties, including 211 residential buildings mostly 
of the large portico type, 18 shops, two public houses, 
the sites or derelict remains of 35 properties and a 
strip of land north of Warwick-cres. between West- 
bourne Terrace-rd. weighbridge and Harrow-rd. The 
life of the best of the residential properties, which 
are about 80 years old and generally in a fair con- 
dition, could be prolonged by conversions and im- 
provements. The estimated cost, including incidental 
expenses, for the acquisition is £64,000. 

Poplar.—Sit—E CLEARANCE.—The acquisition, clear- 
ance and partial redevelopment of the Glaucus-st. 
areas, adjoining and additional lands is recommended 
by LCC Hsg. Com. The estimated cost is £72,000, 
and about one acre of the land is zoned for industrial 
purposes, and on the rest, nearly three acres, about 
98 dwellings could be provided. 

Stepney.—NursERyY ScHoo_.—The London School 
Plan proposes the provision of a nursery sch. at the 
Limehouse Fields housing estate of the MBC, and BC 
in developing the estate has reserved, at the request 
of LCC, a site in Maroon-st. for the sch., planned 
to provide 40 places. 

Wandsworth.—Housinc DEvVELOPMENT.—Industrial 
premises adjoining the site of the Heath-rd. site are 
recommended by LCC Hsg. Com. for acquisition, 
clearance and partial redevelopment for housing pur- 
Poses at an estimated cost of £16,000. The site is 
capable of providing about 20 dwellings. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Amble.—UDC considering erection of shops on 
Links estate and is ascertaining demand before de- 
ciding on scheme. Surveyor, A. Livesey, Amble. 

Ashington.—Houses for senior members of medical 
staff are planned at Ashington Hosp. by Newcastle 
Reg. Hosp. Board, ‘* Dunira,’’ Osborne-rd., ew- 
castle-on-Tyne. Board’s architect, P. H. Knighton, 
MBE, ARIBA. 

Aspull.—UDC to erect 28 houses and 16 bungalows 
during 1954. 

Barnsley.—Clarkson’s Old Brewery (Barnsley), Ltd., 
propose erection of new public-house at Carlton-rd., 
Athersley estate, and new public-house at junction of 
Bar-la. and Wakefield-rd., Staincross. 

Barrow.—Manchester Reg. Hosp. Board propose 
adaptation of *‘ Monks Croft ’’ as a training school for 
nurses. 

Beeston.—Hardy’s Kimberley Brewery, Ltd., pro- 
pose erection of public-house at junction of Derby- 


rd./Woolaton-rd. Architect, J. R. Carman, 21, 
Warwick-ave., Beeston. 
Billingham-on-Tees.—UDC’s development scheme 


may include road bridge to link Rosebery and Cowpen 
estates. Est. cost £94,000. 

Birmiagham.—EC approved following architectural 
appointments: Tile Cross Girls’ Grammar Sch., archi- 
tects, Jackson & Edmunds, 116, Colmore-row; ex- 
tensions to Bordesley Green Boys’ Tech. Sch., archi- 
tects, Hicton, Madeley and Salt, Ashley House, 
Atherton-rd., Walsall; erection of Handsworth Boys’ 
Tech. Sch., architects, S. N. Cooke & Ptnrs., 34, 
Harborne-rd.; erection of Colmers Farm Girls’ Mod. 
Sch., architects, Harrison & Cox, 49, Frederick-rd.; 
erection of Lordswood Boys’ Tech. Sch., architect, 
C. E. M. Fillmore, Waterloo House, Waterloo-st.; 
erection of West Heath Junior Sch., architects, Pea- 
cock & Bewlay, 224, Hagley-rd; erection of Hilary-gr. 
Infants’ and Junior Sch., architects, Wood, Kendrick 
& Williams, 57, Colmore-row; erection of Rednal 
Hill Infants’ Sch., architects, Nicol, Nicol & Thomas, 
111, New-st.; erection of Yenton Infants’ Sch., archi- 
tect, W. N. Twist, Cornhill House, Bennetts-hill. All 
of Birmingham. 

Blackburn.—Littlewoods Mail Order Service, Ltd., 
Propose erection of chain store building on site 
bounded by Church-st., Victoria-st. and Lord-st. 

Blackburn.—EC approved following schemes for 
1955 Schools Programme: Completion of Longshaw 
Jun. Sch., £38,405 est.: Shadsworth Jun. Sch., £51,392 
est.: and Shadsworth Sec. Sch., £140,250 est. 

Bollington (Cheshire).—RC Auths. propose erection 
of new church and presbytery off Wellington-rd. 

Border.—RDC to let contract for erection of six 
houses. 

Bridgnorth.—UDC to prepare plans for 12 houses 
or 10 houses and 2 bungalows at Chelmarsh estate. 

Brighouse.—TP permission granted to extension of 
= West-la., Southowram, by Halifax Tool Co., 

td. 

Carlisle.—City C to ask Ministry to approve in 
Principle provision of new civic centre on Rickergate 
site. First stage of work will comprise new offices 
and provision of civic hall will follow later. City E, 
L. J. A. Stow, 18, Fisher-st. 

Carlisle-—J. T. Hart, Natproban-chbrs., Carlisle, 
appointed quantity surveyor by Newcastle Reg. Hosp. 
Board for proposed ophthalmic operating theatre at 
Cumberland Infirmary. Board’s Div. A, N. Edgar, 
1, Lonsdale-st., Carlisle. 

Carlisle—TC approved plans for RC church at 
Edgehill-rd. Architect, W. C. Mangan, 2, Ribblesdale- 
pl., Preston. 

Cheltenham.—Scheme costing £37,395 for extension 
of Alstone baths being considered by Corpn. 


Cheshire.—EC propose following new schools and 


extensions in 1955 programme:—Primary: Bebington, 
Eastham (280 pupils); Ellesmere Port, Great Sutton 


THE BUILDER 





“THE BUILDER ” PRICES 


BRASS AND COPPER TUBES 


The Brass and Copper Tube Association have 
announced that, in consequence of the agreement 
on engineering wages, the extras over basis prices, 
with certain exceptions, have been increased by 
4 per cent. as from April 15. In accordance with 
the standard conditions of sale, the increase applies 
to all deliveries on and after that date, i.e., to 
all existing orders and undelivered balances of 
existing orders, as wel) as to new orders. 


‘for erection of 196 multi-storey flats at Barn-c! 











(320); Ellesmere Port RC (240); Sale East (280); Sale, 
The Firs extension (160); Wilmslow Handforth (280); 
Stalybridge (280); Hyde Oakfield (280). Sec. Mod.: 
Macclesfield (510); Neston (510); Malpas (255); Run- 
corn (510); Shavington (510). Grammar: Northwich 
(612); Winsford Verdin (phase of three extensions); 
Macclesfield Cty. Grammar Sch. for Girls (extensions); 
Sale Cty. Grammar Sch. for Girls (extensions); West 
Kirby Girls (extensions); Ellesmere Port Mixed (782). 

Chesterfield.—TC approved plans for parish hall at 
Derby-rd. for Chutch of Holy Family. 

Consett.—MH and LG approved UDC’s £13,320 
estimate for building six shops, four flats and eight 
garages on Moor estate by direct labour. 

Consett.—Outline plans prepared for erection of 
memorial hall in John-st., Consett, to trade unionists 
killed in last war. Cost about £60,000. Of this 
£13,000 is in hand. Architects, Fennell & Co., Bridge 
End-chbrs., Chester-le-Street. 

Darlaston.—TC approved plans for church and 
church hall at Bentley. Architects, Lavender, Twenty- 
man & Percy, Waterloo-rd., Wolverhampton. 

Darlington.—Ed. Com. to seek Government 
approval for big extensions to St. Mary’s Grammar 
Sch. and also to Queen Elizabeth Grammar School. 
Boro’ A, E. A. Tornbohm. 

Darlington.—EC proposes including in 1955-56 
building programme proposed improvements to Art 
dept. at Technical College. TC received loan sanction 
for £91,324 for 28 houses at Firth Moor and 40 on 
Branksome site.—Loan sanction sought for £310,000 
for additions to sewage disposal works, £15,837 for 
12 houses at Firth Moor and £52,952 for further 40 
houses on same estate.—Plans approved for office 
block at Four Riggs for C. M. Varley & Co., Ltd. 
A, H. B. Richardson, 3, Skinnergate, Darlington. 

Doncaster.—1955-56 school programme: Wilby Carr 
Sec: Mod. Mixed, 450 places (£127,500); Martin Jun. 
Sch., Intake, 320 places (£47,720); additions to Hyde 
Park Sch. (£10,000). 1956-57 programme: Modern 
Mixed Sch., Intake, 450 places (£127,500); additions 
to Tech. High Sch. for Girls (£10,000). Additions to 
Wheatley Sec. Mod. Girls’ Sch. (£10,000). 

Durham.—Durham Div. Coal Board to erect main- 
tenance workshops at Tursdale to serve No. 4 area 
of NCB. It is also proposed to erect central training 
centre at Tursdale. 

Easington.—-Sherburn Hill Co-op. Society, Ltd., pro- 
poses shop premises at Wheatley Hill.—National Coal 
Board (No. 3 area) to erect office building, winding 
engine house and loco house at Deaf Hill Colliery. 

Easington.—RDC to make application to Ministry 
for sanction to construct public abattoir. 

Evesham (Worcs).—RDC approved layout for 20 
houses at Harvington. 

Farnworth.—BC received layout approval for further 
34 houses and 12 cottage flats at Plodder-la. South 
No. 1 site. 

Felling (Co. Durham).—UDC considering erection 
of further shops. R. Morton, Council’s Housing 


fficer. 
Gateshead.—TC seek Min. approval of £24.090 
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scheme for construction of central pavilion at Salt. 
well Park. BE, G. F. Winters. 

Gateshead.—TC received loan sanction for £482,409 
and 
£247,538 for 178 houses at Wrekenton. BE, G. F, 
Winters. 

Gateshead.—Newrick & Blackbell, John-st., Sunder. 
land, architects for factory on Team Valley estate for 
Albert Gill, Ltd., Gateshead.—Planms by Arthur & 
Kirkup, 13, Swinburne-st., for factory at Team Valley 
for Smith’s Delivery Vehicles, Ltd., approved.—Plans 
by Ind Coope & Allsopp, Ltd., for public-house at 
Split Crow-rd. approved. Firm’s Northern Reg. 4 
is at Craig-y-don, Llandudno. 

Glendale.—The RDC has been asked by the MH 
and LG to modify its Cheviot water supply scheme, 
the first stage of which is estimated to cost £135,000, 
The Council is making representations to the Min, 
to allow the scheme to proceed as it stands. The 
consulting engineers are Waterhouse & Rounthwaite, 
165, Westmorland-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Guisborough.—Infant welfare centre to be built. 
Plans by County A, County Hall, Northallerton. 


Guisborough.—UDC to erect 17 bungalows to fil} 
in vacant sites on Park-la. estate. 

Halifax.—TC propose 100 ‘‘ Bellrock ’”’ houses on 
Mixenden estate. 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.—Dawe Brothers, Westgate-rd., 
Newcastle-6n-Tyne, granted building licence for pro- 
posed cinema in Victoria-rd. West. There will be 
accommodation for 800 people and contract will be 
settled shortly. Architects, S. J. Stephenson & Gillis, 
Saville-chbrs., Newcastle-on-Tyne. val 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.—UDC approved preliminary plans 
for Surveyor for community centre at Crawley-sq. 

Hereford.—Estates Com. be authorised to instruct 
the City Surveyor to prepare plans and estimates for 
the provision of a crematorium, including a chapel, on 
the land recently acquired for cemetery extension pur- 
poses, and report, and no further action be taken on 
resolution No. 64 (a) of the council of September 22, 
1952, relating to the conversion of one of the exist- 
ing chapels at the cemetery. . 

Holmfirth (Yorks).—UDC considering erection of 
approx. 50 houses at Kirkroyds and 12 at Roundway. 

Hyde.—T. Wall & Sons, Ltd., propose erection of 
new four-storey factory at Godley. : 

Ince in Makerfield.—UDC propose erection of 10 
houses at Richard-st. and four aged persons’ bunga- 
lows off Warrington-rd. 

Ince in Makerfield.—CWS, Ltd., propose erection of 
glass bottle factory at Platt Bridge. 

Keighley.—TC issued licence to F. W. Heaton 
(Builders), Ltd., for erection of 32 houses.—Approved 
in principle scheme for extensions to abattoir, £55,000 
est. Plans by Boro’ A.—Propose new market hall, 
£60,000 est., and new swimming baths, £80,000 est., 
during the next six or seven years.—Propose further 
112 two-bedroomed houses, 232 three-bedroomed 
houses to complete Braithwaite estate. 

Loftus.—UDC to begin work shortly on erection of 
houses on Cowescote Hall estate. Council’s A, C. D. 
Taylor, 41, Baxtergate, Whitby. 

Lytham St. Annes.—TC approved plans, 6 bungalows 
at Blackpool-rd. for Saunders & Co.—Erection of shoe 
factory at junction Fairview-ave./Curzon-rd., for Mr. 
R. P. Minto, 49, Harrington-ave., South Shore, Black- 
pool.—Licensed hotel at Heeley-rd. for Catterrall & 
Swarbrick, Ltd.; houses and bungalows at Queens 
Park estate for Sir Lindsay Parkinson & Co., Ltd. 

Market Drayton.—RDC seek Min. approval for 32 
houses at Hodnet, 4 at Adderley, 4 at Moreton Wood, 
2 at Cheswardine and 2 at Willaston-rd., Calver Hall. 

Middlesbrough.—EC’s building programme for 
1955-56 is expected to include Prissick Farm No. } 
Cty. Sec. Sch., £168,500; Berwick Hills RC Prim. 
Sch., £67,452; extensions to Acklam Hall Sec. Sch., 
£50,000; and extensions to Kirby Sec. Grammar Sch., 
£50,000. Ed. A, P. R. Middleton. 

Millom (Cumberland).—Min. of Supply to erect 
another 50 houses at Seascale. RDC plan about 40 
houses in same area. 

Newark (Notts).—TC to prepare plans for 8 houses 
at Winthorpe-rd. estate and 4 houses at Wolsey-rd. 

Newbiggin (Northumberland).—Plans are in hand for 
the construction of a sea wall from Pant-rd. to 
Vernon-pl. to prevent sea erosion. The UDC Sur 
vevor is H_ S. Robson. 

Newbiggin.—UDC to build 20 houses at Welfare 
Centre and also houses on open space on Spital estate. 
H. S. Robson, S. ; 

Newburn-on-Tyne.—UDC to develop housing site 
of about 48 acres at Throckley. ; 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City C received loan sanctiorm 
for £56,679 for construction of 10 houses on Blakelaw 
estate, five in Delaval-rd. and 24 flats on Montago 





" estate. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City Trade and Commerce 
Comm. under consideration long-term plan for extend- 
ing Newcastle Quay. cost about £750,000. and wil? 
include new quay wall, storage sheds and railway 
facilities. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—New sec. mod. sch. on Blake- 
law estate for EC will accommodate 510 boys and 
cost £138,000. City A, G. Kenyon, 18, Cloth Market, 
Newcastle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Reg. Hosp. Brd. have listed as 
priority following schemes each to cost over £50,000: 
Workington Hosp. extension: Ashington Hosp. exten- 
sion; St. George’s Hosp., Morpeth, extension; Middles- 
brough, new accident hosp.; Newcastle General Hosp., 
new departments. - 

Newcastle-under-Lyme.—BC approved plans erection 
of licensed premises at Clayton-rd. and Seabridge-la., 
Clayton, for Parkers Burslem Brewery Co., > 
erection of licensed premises at Thistleberry-ave. for 
Bents Brewery Co., Ltd. 
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Northallerton.—UDC to let contract for erection 
of two shops and flats and seven lock-up garages on 
Valley-rd. estate. Northallerton Architects, Brierley, 
gyme & Leckenby, 13, Lendal, York. 

Northampton.—RDC seek loan £286,016 for erection 
of 41 houses at Harpole, 20 at Nether Heyford, 8 
houses and sewage disposal plant at Rothersthorpe, 
9 houses and 16 flats at Bugbrooke, 14 houses and 8 
fats at Roade, 2 houses and 4 flats at Little Houghton, 
7) houses at Wootton, 50 houses at Hardingstone and 
10 houses at Ashton. 

North Biddick (Co. Durham)—Workmen’s Club and 
Institute to build new premises. Plans not prepared 
yet. I. Young, secretary. 

North Riding.—EC to start at early date with build- 
ing of a county prim. sch. at Northallerton. Plans 
ty J. H. Napper, 56, Eldon-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

North Riding.—EC seek permission to begin work 
on six sec. schools during 1955-56 to cost £im. County 
School A, D. W. Dickenson, County Hall, Northaller- 
ton. 

North Shields.—Contract will be decided within a 
few weeks for proposed factory additions in Norham- 
rd, for Great Northern Knitwear, Ltd. Architect, 
G. H. Gray, Camden-st. 

Northumberland.—CC recommended by Health 
Committee to erect home for four district nurses at 
Willington Quay. County A, C. C. Brown, County 
Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Northumberland.—CC in conjunction with British 
Railways to build railway bridge at Seaton Delaval, 
cost £41,000.—CC intends beginning work this year. 
if possible, on reconstruction of Marden Bridge, Whit- 
ley Bav. 

Northumberland.—Sec. mod. sch. proposed by EC 
at Prudhoe and work may begin next year. County 
A, C. C. Brown, County Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Nuneaton.—TC approved plans for rebuilding shop 
premises at 128, Abbey-st. for Currys, Ltd. 

Prudhoe-on-Tyne.—UDC offered to build 12 houses 
in grounds of Prudhoe and Monkton Hosp. for hos- 
pital staff. Council’s A, J. M. Angus, 21, Lovaine-pl., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Rawtenstall.—Plans for extensions to town hall at 
cost £13,350 submitted to council. 

Redditch.—Plans submitted to UDC. _ Friends’ 
Meeting Hall at Worcester-rd. for Bournville Village 
Trust, Estate Office, Birmingham, 30 

Richmond (Yorks).—TC propose to build abattoir 
on site at Whitcliffe Old Mill. BS, A. Anderson. 

Rochdale—Cornbrook Brewery Co., Ltd., Man- 
chester, propose erection of licensed premises at The 
Strand, Kirkholt estate. 

Rotherham.—BC approved plans offices at Drum- 
mond-st. and Rawmarsh-rd. for British Electricity 
Authority—EC propose following in 1955 schools pro- 
gramme:—Sec. mod. sch. at Kimberworth; prim. sch. 
at Broom-la. and an RC sec. mod. sch.—BC propose 
erection of new hostel for 35 persons. ; 

Runcora.—RDC propose completion of new Council 
Chamber during current year. 

Scarborough. TC approved sketch plans by BE, 
H. V. Overfield, for further shops at Eastfield. 
Skelmersdale—UDC approved plans for additions to 
White Moss factory for C. T. Brock & Co., Ltd. 

South Shields.—During next five years, TC to spend 
£60,000 resurfacing cobbled streets. 

Stanley (Co. Durham).—F. W. Woolworth & Co., 
Ltd., to build new stores in Front-st., cost about 
£30,000. Plans by firm’s architects’ dept. at Liver- 
pool—Vaux and Associated Breweries, Ltd., Sunder- 
land, to build licensed premises at South Stanley and 
plans under consideration. Architect, Edwin M. Law- 
son, Barras-bldgs., Barras Bridge. Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—RDC supplied to Ministry 


' further details of proposed shops and flats at Preston. 


_ Stoke-on-Trent.—TC approved layout for 14 dwell- 
ings at Longport site, Burslem; 98 dwellings at Western 
Coyney-rd. and Millfield-rd., Meir; 22 dwellings at 


© Cobridge-rd. and Edgware-st. junction, Cobridge; 12 


at Ridgeway-rd., Hanley, and 18 houses at Ford Green- 
td., Norton. 
Stone.—UDC received approval for adaptation of 
“The Radfords.’’? as new Council Offices. 
Sunderland.—During next few years TC intends 
carrying out schemes costing £1m. These include 
civic centre, public baths. construction of Fulwell bus 


» depot, widening of Newcastle-rd. reconstruction and 


widening of North Hylton-rd., coast protection works 
at Hendon Beach, construction of outer ring road, 
and reinstatement of tram tracks. 

Sundertand.—TC received loan sanction £19,855 for 
constructing footpaths on Hylton Castle estate. 
Sunderland.—Plans to be prepared for Methodist 
Church at corner Redcar-rd./Radcliff-rd. Rev. R. H. 
Rose, 131, Roker-ave., will be in charge. 

Tipton.—BC propose erection of multi-storey flats 
East site and to obtain estimates from 
Ms specialising on this type of construction. 
Towcester.—RDC approved loan £16,662 to Plessey 
Housing Association, Ltd., for erection of 10 houses 
at Blisworth. 

Tow Law.—UDC invited North-Eastern Housing 
Northumberland-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 


Tynemouth.—TC recommended by Dr. Charles 
olden, consulting architect, of London, to erect five- 
It is pro- 
2 accommodation for over 2.000 peoole. 
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West Hartlepool.—EC received sanction for new 
school for 280 children. Boro’ A, N. Sinclair 

West Hartlepool.—Corporation Parks and Recrea- 
tion Comm. proposes spending £100,000 during next 
five years on developments at Seaton Carew, including 
provision of dance hall and restaurant. 

Wharfedale.—RDC propose 6 additional houses at 
Branhope. 

Wolverton (Bucks).—EC propose erection of multi- 
lateral school. 

Worcs.—EC to acquire 74-acre site at Pedmore 
Fields estate, Stourbridge, for erection of school. 

Worksop.—TC propose rebuilding and extensions at 
St. Annes Day School, £15,000 est. 


TENDERS 


accepted. 

provisionally accepted. 

recommended for acceptance. 

accepted subject to modification. 

accepted by .M. Government Depart- 


* Denotes 
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Alnwick.—Erection of 11 firemen’s houses at Aln- 
wick for Northumberland CC: *R. Carse & Son, 
Amble, Northumberland. 

Argylishire.—Erection of 29 houses, for CC. W. R. 
Tocher (F), County A. David MacFarlane B. John- 
stone, FRICS, quantity surveyor, County Offices, Old 
Cowal Hotel, Alexandria-par., Dundee: Excavation, 
brick, building and allied works, *James Allan & 
Johnstone, Ltd., 54, Gordon-st., Glasgow, £19,671. 
Plumbing, sanitary engineering and allied works, 
*James Dynmock & Son, Ltd., Bo’ness Sanitary Engi- 
neering Works, Stirlingshire. Joinery, carpentry, iron- 
mongery and allied works, *M. Campbell & Son. Ltd., 
Argyll Contracting Works, Lochgilphead, £11,013. 
Plaster, lathing, roughcasting and allied works: *T. 
MacPherson, Ltd., Auld House, Ardrishaig, Loch 
Fyne, £3,773. Electricity fittings installation and 
allied works, *P. C. Crisholm & Co., Ltd., 25, Argyll- 
st.. Lochgilphead, £1,768. 

Blyth.—Work has commenced on the laying out 
of a coal disposal point at Bebside. for NCB (Open 
Cast Executive), Kenton Bar, Newcastle-on-Tyne. The 
work includes laying out nme mules of colliery rail- 
ways, building access roads and various buildings: 
*George Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Orchard House, New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 

Carlisle—Work for CB: 26 one-bedroom bunga- 
lows on the Upperby estate, Carlisle. *J. Laing & 
Son. Ltd.. £25.255. Erection of 33 garages on 
ioe estates, Carlisle, *J. Laing & Son. Ltd., 
5.938. 


Carlisle.—Erection of 80 houses at Harraby, for City 
Cc. City E, L. J. A. Stow, 18, Fisher-st., Carlisle: 
*Direct labour. ; 

Carlisle.—Erection of 40 houses at Belah, for City 
C. City E, L. J. A. Stow, 18, Fisher-st., Carlisle: 
*John Laing & Sons, Dalston-rd., Carlisle. 

Carlisle.—Erection of radiotherapy dept. at Cumber- 
land Infirmary, for Newcastle Reg. Hosp. Brd. Divi- 
sional A, N. Edgar, 1, Lonsdale-st., Carlisle: *J. 
Millar & Son, London-rd., Carlisle, £14,548. 

Chesterfield.—14 houses and 6 bungalows at Mos- 
borough, for RDC: *J. Hall & Co. (Builders), Ltd., 
59, Churchdale-rd., Frecheville, nr. Sheffield, £24,587. 

Darlington.—Erection of 12 houses in Hewitson-rd., 
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for TC: *Shepherd & Son, York, £15,441. 
Darlington.—Alterations to ** Airdale House,”’ for 


TC. Boro’? A, E. A. Tornbohm: *Direct labour, 
£10,500. 
Darlington.—Erection of 40 houses on the Firth 





Moor estate, for TC. Boro’ A, E. A. Tornbohm: 
*Boddy & Bell, Thomas-st., Darlington, £51,632. 
Daventry.—Erection of 76 ‘* No Fines’”’ houses, 
for TC: *Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., London. £99,568. 
38 houses, *Bosworth & Wakeford, Ltd., Daventry, 
£49,958. 
Doncaster.—Erection of Wheatley mod. boys’ sch., 
for EC: *W. Simpkin, Ltd., Doncaster, £70,909. 
Fleetwood.—Erection of 30 houses at West View 
estate, for TC: *Roger Eaves & Sons, Ltd., Blackpool. 
Gateshead.—-Frection of 10 houses in Split Crow-rd., 
for TC: *Direct labour. 
_. Gateshead.—Erection of warehouse, for the Tyne/ 
Tees Steam Shipping Co., Ltd.: *J. R. Rutherford & 
Sons, Jesmond, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Greenwich.—Eight houses, 2-22, Ormiston-rd., 
SE10, for BC. F. H. Clinch, BSc., MICE, MiMunE, 


BE&S. Greenwich. Quantities by G. F. K. White, 
FRICS, London and Cardiff:— 

William Harbrow, Ltd., SE16 .. .. £17,469 
Harold & Bertram, Ltd., SWI2.. -» 16,779 
Cawood. Wharton & Co., Ltd., N8 .. -. 16,640 
P. A. Neale, Ltd., WCl me oe -. 15,960 
H. A. Mount & Co., SE10 15,410 
M. J. Deane & Co., Ltd., SEI8 15,400 
Greenaway & Son, Ltd... SE22 ‘ee 5.340 
C. E. Good (East London), Ltd., E16 14,992 
H.M.B. Constructions, Ltd., SE6 .. * 4.749 
Herbert Kennard. Ltd.. SE13 .. 14,658 
G. H. Wright, Ltd., WCl 14,251 
H. F. S. Ward, Ltd., SW9 .. wa 14,010 
J. S. Alderton & Co., Ltd., SW11 .. 13.978 


*H. J. Riche & Son, Ltd., Chislehurst .. 13,301 
_ Hamilton.—Erection of new houses at the Balgreen 
site, Townhead-st. George Allison, Corporation A, 
Municipal-bldgs., Cadzow Bridge, Hamilton: Excava- 
tion, brick, building, cement and allied works, 
*Thomas C. Anderson, Ltd., Brandon-st., Hamilton, 
£15,797. _ Plumbing, sanitary engineering and allied 
works, *Robert White, Station-rd., High Blantyre, 
£2,398. Plaster, lathing, faience, tiling and allied works, 
*W. Jamieson & Son, Ltd., 140, Glasgow-rd., Burn- 
bank, Hamilton, £2,070. Joinery, carpeniry, 
glazing and allied works, *McQueen & McBean. Ltd., 
North-rd., Bellshill, £1,880. Painting, decorating and 
allied works, *R. Brown Co. (Builders), Ltd., 
Cadder-st., High Blantyre, £466. Slating, rough- 
casting and allied works, *W. Jamieson & Son, Ltd., 
20, Glasgow-rd., Burnbank, Hamilton, £5,121. 
Electricity fittings installation and allied works, *W. 
Briody, 446, Main-st., Bellshill, £712. 

Hexham.—Erection of hostel at Hexham for scholars 
at the gram. sch.: *T. D. Bird & Son, Hexham. Cost 
about £7,000. 

Heywood.—16 houses at Moor-st. site and 12 houses 
at Barket-st. site, for TC: *W. P. Mitchell, Ltd., 
Middleton, Lancs. . 

Keighley.—62 houses at Braithwaite estate, for TC: 
*F. W. Heaton (Builders), Ltd., £83.749. 

Kilmarnock.—Extensions to the Ayrshire Gas Works, 
for the Scottish Gas Board, at an est. cost of £165,220: 
*West Gas Improvement Co., Ltd., Manchester. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared for the East Kilbride 
Development Corporation for the Mains (No. 2) hous- 
ing scheme of 70 houses, and the Mains (No. 1) 
scheme consisting of 114 houses. Frank Scott (L), 
architect, Torrence House, East Kilbride: *John Craw- 
ford & Sons, Ltd., 14, Woodside-ter., Charing Cross, 
and *Holland & Hannen and Cubitts (Scotland), 
Ltd., 112, St. Vincent-st., Glasgow, WC. 

€London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of £500 
or over for week ended April 10: 

Resurfacing work and strengthening of paved areas, 
etc.: Highways Construction, Ltd., Iddesleigh House, 
Caxton-st., London, SWI. Surfacing work and 
strengthening of runways, etc.: Geo Wimpey & Co., 
Ltd., Hammersmith-gr., London, W6. General main- 
tenance work: Y. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd., Tudor 
House, 17, Easton-st., High Wycombe, Bucks: Bos- 
worth & Wakeford, Ltd., New-st., Daventry, 
Northants; G. & J. Seddon, Ltd., Coronation-bldgs., 
Little Hulton, Walkden, Manchester: J. F. Booth & 
Son, Ltd., 19, North Bar, Banbury, Oxon. Building 
work: Hadsphaltic Const. Co., Ltd., Ibex House, 
Minories, London, EC3. Heating services: Rosser & 
Russell, Ltd., 30, Conduit-st., London, Wl. Heating 
and ventilating services: Norris Warming Co., Ltd., 
Burley House. Theobalds-rd., London, WC1. 

London (British Railways).—Contracts placed by 
the Eastern Region of British Railways: Reconstruc- 


tion of down side spandrel wall and parapets of 
Chelmsford Viaduct Underline Bridge. *Wellerman 
Bros., Ltd., Dun-st., Sheffield, 3. Blanketing and 


drainage works between Yaxley and Peterborough 
North. *W. & C. French. Ltd., Buckhurst Hill. Essex. 
Construction of new ticket and inquiry offices at 
Norwich (Thorpe) Station, *J. Youngs & Son, Ltd., 
City-rd. Works, Norwich. 

(London (MWOW).—Contracts MOW 
during week ended April 3: 

London: Natural History Museum, South Kensing- 
ton, erection of a boiler-house. North Block, Haymills 
(Contractors), Ltd.. Haneer Green. Western-av., WS. 
Angus: TE and TRS, Willison-st., Dundee, construction 
of reinforced concrete basement. A. Hall & Sons 
(Builders). Ltd.. Granitehill-rd., Northfield. Aberdeen. 
Arevil: TE and caretaker’s residence, Craignure, 
Lochdonhead. Isle of Mull, erection. Speirs, Ltd., 
1, Lynedoch-pl.. Glasgow, C3. Berkshire: MOS 
Fousine site 2, Aldermaston, Berks, erection of further 
houses. E. A. Bance & Son. Ltd., Ba!l Hill. Woolton 
Hill, Newbury. Glamorganshire: PO, 42, 43 and 
Bargoed, alterations and additions, 


placed by 


44, Cardiff-rd., 
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R. E. J. Haines & Sons, Wyndham Works, Canton, 


Cardiff. Gloucestershire: Cold-storage depot, 


Andrews-rd., Avonmouth, Bristol, new asphalt roofs, 


St. 
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etc., Permanite, Ltd., 455, Old Ford-rd., Bow, Lon- 

don, E3; Bridge House, Bristol, alterations and re- 

os Phase 11, W. E. Chivers & Sons, Ltd., Devizes, 
ilts. 

Kent: Chatham, Kent, erection of a_ telephone 
exchange, Rice & Son, Ltd., 15. Stockwell-rd., Lon- 
don, SW9. Lancashire: PO, Johnson-st., Tyldesley, 
erection of sub-post office, W. Fearnley & Sons (Sal- 
ford), Ltd., Eccles New-rd., Salford, 5. Middlesex: 
Lime-gr., Eastcote, Middlesex, alterations, George 
Wiggs & Sons, 117, St. Albans-rd., Watford. War- 
wickshire: PO telephone exchange, Nuneaton, ex- 
tension, William D. Randall (Hartshill), Ltd., Harts- 
hill, Nuneaton, Warwickshire. Yorkshire: Starbeck, 
Knaresborough-rd., Yorkshire, automatic telephone 
exchange extensions, Walter C. Birch (Harrogate), 
Ltd., Montpelier House, Cold Bath-rd., Harrogate; 
Everthorpe Hall, Yorkshire, security prison wall, 
drainage, roads and services, George Houlton & Sons, 
Ltd., 6, Baker-st., Hull. 

Macclesfield.—Erection of a new institute at Chel- 
ford-rd., Broken Cross: *B. Cooke & Co., Buxton-rd., 
Macclesfield. 

Motherwell-Wishaw.—Erection of 450 houses at the 
North Forgewood housing site. Clark Fyfe (A), archi- 
tect, Municipal-bldgs., The Cross, Motherwell-Wishaw: 
Excavation, brick, building and allied works, 198 
houses, *George Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Hammersmith- 
gr., London, W6; 126 houses, *William Chalmers & 
Co., Ltd., Flemington, Motherwell-Wishaw; 126 
houses, *Scott & Co. (Builders), Ltd., 27, Dillburn-st., 
Motherwell-Wishaw. 
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Newcastle-under-Lyme.—Erection of 12 flats , 
Friarswood Mill site, for BC: 7 
J. Gerrard & Sons, Ltd. ee . £197) 

- Mee, Ltd. x a ne ron 18°79 
Red Roofs Building & Concrete, Ltd. 18% 


G. A. Poole, Ltd. ee ee : _ 
Stephen Heath & Son, Ltd. .. ss . 116% 
Madew & Wardle, Ltd. ... B. . 175 


G. & J. Seddon, Ltd. .. 56 A 175% 
Cornes Construction Co., Ltd. ne 1735 
*Joseph Jones (Newcastle, Staffs), Ltd. 174 


30 houses at Knutton: *Joseph Jones, Ltd., Ney. 
castle, £43,384, 

Northampton.—Erection of Cherry Orchard y& 
mod. sch., for TC: *Gee Walker & Slater, Ltd., Uta; 
eter Old-rd., Derby, £134,037. 35 houses and 4 fy 
at Eastfield, for TC: *Direct labour, 8 three-story 
blocks of flats and maisonettes: *Geo. Wimpey j 
Co., Ltd., London, £83,492. 21 houses and 8 fig, 
“Branson & Jones, Ltd., 36/8, Milton-st., Nort, 
ampton, £37,714. 7 

Northfleet.—20 houses in Bedford-rd., for UDC, y 
Gill, E&S, NUDC. Quantities by G. E. Clay 4 
Partners, Gravesend: *R. E. Jury & Son, 1 
Rochester-rd., Gravesend, £24,653. 

Northfleet.—R.c. underground control centre, fy 
UDC. Consulting engineers, C. Glover § 
Partners, 54, Victoria-st., London, SW1: *North Key, 
Construction Co., Ltd., White Hart-rd., Orpingtoy, 
Kent, £4,910. 4 

Northumberland.—Erection of a county mod. sch, g 
Whitley Bay, for CC: *Hastie D. Burton, Ltd., Kin. 
st., North Shields. , 

Northumberland.—Erection of extensions to ty 
home for the blind at Hepscott, to cost between £4,() 
— £5,000, for CC: *Jonathan Wilson, Oldgate, Mo. 
pet 

Nottingham.—12 houses at Strelley-rd., 
*Hutchinson & Rostance (Builders), Ltd., 2, Kin 
Meadow-rd., £15,635. . 

Oldbury.—Erection of Brandhall CP school, fy 
Worcs. EC: *J. Harper & Sons, Ltd., Blackheath 
£47,484. 

Oldmeldrum.—Construction at Oldmeldrum, Abe. 
deenshire, of the medium-power TV transmittiy 
station for BBC, which is to service the whole of th 
North-East of Scotland: *Alexander Hall & Sy 
(Builders), Ltd., Aberdeen. 

Southport.—Stage 1 of conversion of Lord-st. station 
as a bus terminus, for Ribble Motor Services, Li 
Preston: *R. J. Barton, Ltd., Liverpool-rd., Ainsdak 

Stourbridge.—64 dwellings at Pedmore estate, fo 
TC: *Nathan Hyde, Ltd., Sedgley, £83,390. 82, %¢ 
Wright & Co., Ltd., 10, Union Mill-st., Wolve. 
hampton, £109,029. 

Worcester.—Stage 2 of Dines Green prim. sch., for 
EC: *Dolton Bros., Ltd., Worcester (extension 10 
contract). 
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